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AUGUST 
1 Time to Talk Coffee morning Souldern p20 
11 AwF Gardening club trip to Shrewsbury Show p15 
12 Highways Depot open day Drayton p9 
14 Forget-me-Nots trip p17 
17 Cushion Club movie Fritwell p19 
18 Souldern Flower and Produce Show 
 Highways Depot open day Deddington p9 
19 Hinton fun dog show p9 
20-24 Holiday Club Heyford Park p13 
21 “I believe in angels” talk p3 
26 Holiday Club Heyford Park p13 
 
SEPTEMBER 
1 Fritwell Flower Show and more p19 
5,7,9 Broughton Grounds open garden p9 
6 Headteacher welcome event p13 
9 Chapel Harvest service p14 
 Ardley kennels fun dog show p10 

  
 

 
9 Farewell event for the vicar p11 
10 Chapel Harvest supper p14 
11 Forget-me-Nots trip p17 
15 Souldern Community Market p7 
 Cats Protection Jumble Sale p8 
16 AwF Gardening Club trip to RHS Hyde Hall p15 
17 Fritwell Parish Council meeting p18 
 Bloxham open gardens p9 
21 Fritwell Cushion Club 7.30pm Village Hall p19 
27 Souldern PC meeting p21 
30 AwF Gardening Club trip p15 
 
OCTOBER 
20 Souldern Community Market p7 
 AwF Gardening Club visit p15 
 
NOVEMBER 
25 AwF Gardening Club annual meal p15 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Mondays 

 Tai Chi Ardley Village Hall 09.30-10.30am 

 Fritwell and Ardley 8pmish Fish and chip van night 

 Faith in Art Group Heyford Park Chapel 7.30pm 

 Comet Bus Service to Bicester (timetable p4) 
Tuesdays  

 Rhyme Time Bicester Library 9.45 and 11am 

 10.30am Coffee Club Ardley Village Hall 

 Second Tuesday Forget-me-Nots meeting Fritwell VH 
Wednesdays  

 Ardley Bin collection day 

 Heyford Playgroup at the Chapel 10am 

 1-2.30pm Playbus Ardley Village Hall 

 7.30pm Fritwell Archery Club, Scout Hut 

 First Wednesday 11am Coffee Souldern Village Hall 

 Last Wednesday 7pm BINGO Fritwell Village Hall 
Thursdays  

 Fritwell and Souldern Bin collection day  

 8pm ‘Thirsty Thursdays’ Fritwell Village Hall 

 Tea and pancakes at Fewcott House Nursing home 

 Rugby Training 7pm Fritwell Playing Field 

 Pilgrim course Heyford Park Chapel 7.30pm 
Fridays  

 11am coffee & cake White Lion Fewcott 

 Bus Service 81 to & from Bicester from all 3 villages 

 Fridays Beavers 5pm, Cubs 6.15, Scouts 8pm Fritwell Scout Hut 

 3rd Friday—7.30pm Fritwell Cushion Club Village Hall 
Saturdays 

 Soccer School Ardley Village Hall 
Sundays 
2nd Sunday 9.30am Somerton Church Children’s Club 
4th Sunday 10.30am Family Service Souldern Church 

THE SMALLPRINT 
 
Website: www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk/news 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Three Parishes Ardley Fritwell 
Souldern  
Contact the editor: editor@3parishesnews.co.uk   
Tel: 07833 383 563 / 07788 560 174 
 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, opinions etc. are very wel-
come. Whilst the editors do not necessarily agree with the content of contri-
butions and reserve the right to edit for space, all are considered equally. 
There is a 400 word limit. If your item is not time-sensitive, it will not neces-
sarily be included in the first issue after you submit it, but you will be in-
formed when it will appear. All contributions by email will be acknowledged.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the best way to contact us: 
editor@3parishesnews.co.uk. You can dictate an article to the editor if you 
don’t have a computer.  
 
Business Advertisements: 
Email: adsfor3parishes@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 07833 383 563 
Rates for 10 issues (1 year) Advertise from just £3.50 per issue:  
1/8 PAGE £35, ¼PAGE £70, ½ PAGE £140, whole page £280 

 
Deadlines for contributions 2018 
October  September 21st 
November October 19th 
Dec/Jan  November 16th 

Ardley news 15-16 Katharine House news 9  

Bin collections 8 Madeleine's Country File 8  

Chapel news 14 Motoring news 22  

Community 7 Oxfordshire CC news 5  

Emergency info 4 Small Ads 2  

Events 3, 10 Souldern news 21-22  

Fritwell news 17-20 Transport 4  

Groups & Teams 6 Useful phone numbers 5  
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SMALL ADS 

FREE GOLDFISH  

SEEKING A GOOD HOME 

Our goldfish are very happy in their newly refur-

bished pond in Souldern but there are rather too 

many of them. We shall be happy to give some of 

these delightful fish free of charge to anyone in the 

Three Parishes area who has a suitable pond or is 

planning to establish one.                                                      

We would ask to do a quick rehoming ‘pond check’. 

If you are interested please call Nicholas Johnstone 

on 07771 757 018 

CHURCH PEWS FOR SALE 
 

The Parochial Church Council of St. Mary's Church, Ardley are 
pleased to announce that permission has been granted to re-
place the existing pews in St. Mary's Church with wooden 
chairs.  
 
We therefore have a number of pews available for purchase. 
Should you be interested in the possibility of purchasing one or 
more please contact: 
 
Madeleine Horn: Email: mads_babs@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Deadline: end of August 

Can you help St Olaves Church? 

Is there anyone who would be willing to take on 
the role of Treasurer to St Olave’s Church, Frit-
well? 
 
The church is seeking a new Treasurer to start 
as soon as possible. 
 
Some knowledge of church business would be 
an advantage, but not essential. 
 
The Treasurer works closely with the church-
wardens on a weekly basis and reports to the 
Parochial Church Council. 
 
Attendance at meetings is not compulsory. If you 
would like further information or feel you could 
help, please contact: 
Mike Dockrey 01869 345178 

Don’s Flowers 
69 North Street, Fritwell 

open as usual during 
road closure 

Dahlias and Statice 
In aid of  

Dogs For Good 

Group Garden Holidays 
 

40 group friends hopefully will have enjoyed the coach outing 
on Sunday 29 July to Borde Hill Gardens in West Sussex that 
was to include an afternoon tea. The outing had been subsi-
dised by the Midland Counties Co-operative to whom we are 
extremely grateful.  
 
It is hoped a coach outing to Winchester Christmas Market will 
take place on Friday 7 December further details to follow. 
 
Bookings are well underway for the April 2019 visit to Northum-
bria. Proposed visits to include the Angel of the North, Lindis-
farne, Bamburgh Castle a boat trip around the Farne islands, 
Alnwick Castle & Gardens and Sheffield Botanical Gardens on 
route home.  
 
This visit is open to all, for further information please contact 
Jean McGarry 01869 345581 or email mcgar-
ryjean@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
The 2020 Group Holiday to Cornwall and hopefully the Scilly 
Isles is already being sought, details will follow in the New Year.  

School Vacancies for September 2018 
 

EYFS Support worker 
 
We have a vacancy for a support worker in our Early Years 
Foundation Stage Unit. This post will be mornings only and will 
be temporary in the first instance.  
 
Duties will include supporting the EYFS teacher in welcoming 
our new intake of 3 year olds into the Unit and helping the chil-
dren to adjust to the setting, as well as supervising our “Stay 
and Play” group aimed at children of pre-Reception age and 
their carers. 
 
Please contact the School Office if you want to know more 
about this position or are interested in applying. 
 
Lunchtime Supervisor 
 
We are also looking for a lunchtime supervisor to work with our 
existing team of experienced staff. This post will be temporary 
in the first instance and could be undertaken alongside the 
above post. 
 
Duties will include assisting the children with their meals and 
supervising the dinner hall, as well as looking after the children 
at lunchtime on the playground. 
 
Please contact the School Office if you want to know more 
about this position or are interested in applying.  
 
http://www.fritwellprimaryschool.co.uk/website/vacancies 
Tel: 01869 345283  
office.3065@fritwell.oxon.sch.uk  
Fritwell C  of E School 
East Street, Fritwell, Oxfordshire, OX27 7PX 

mailto:mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk
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EVENTS 

GARDEN SECURITY ADVICE 
Thames Valley Police 

 
Please check your garden, shed and outbuilding security to 
reduce the chance of your home being burgled – Bicester 
  
At this time of year many of us are busy working in our gar-
dens. 
  
While doing this it’s easy to forget that a few simple steps could 
reduce the risk of your home being burgled:- 
  
 Make sure that you lock garden gates – side and rear if 

you have them and that locks can’t be easily access by 
reaching over the gate. 

 Use a good quality lock on your sheds, outbuildings and 
garages and consider fitting anti-tamper screws on the 
hinges. 

 Consider using a shed alarm – which can be purchased 
from most garden centres or DIY stores. 

 Lock away small hand tool, spades and forks etc – these 
could be used to force entry to your home. 

 Lock ladders up, so they can’t be used to access first floor 
windows. 

 Report anyone acting suspiciously, at the time that you 
see them. Try to get a description of them and details of 
any vehicle they might be using, especially the registration 
number. Call us on 101, or 999 if a crime is actually hap-
pening. 

  
Taking a few extra precautions can prevent your gardening 
tools giving opportunist burglars an easy time getting into your 
home. 

DO YOU BELIEVE IN ANGELS? 
 

The Forum 
The Reading Room 

Upper Heyford, OX25 5LG 
 

Tuesday 21st August at 7.30pm 
 

Hope Price on “I believe in Angels” 
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TRANSPORT CHOICES 
 

The Oxfordshire Comet 
Tel: 01865 323201 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/comet 
 

Costs: vary based on journey and travel type 

A bookable transport service from Oxfordshire County Coun-
cil, available for people in the Three Parishes area that do not 
have access to suitable public transport. 
The Comet can do one-off journeys, regular and group trips. 
We can also offer regular routes for local communities, similar 
to a bus route. At least 24 hours notice is required. 

The service is available 10am - 2pm Monday to Friday.  
 
Volunteer Connect 
Tel: 0300 30 30 125 
transport@volunteerconnect.org.uk 
www.oxonvolunteers.org 
 
Costs: 45p per mile 
Provides help to get to hospital and doctor appointments, 
health centres or for social trips like clubs and day cen-
tres. 
Not usually available for shopping trips 
 
Cherwell Community Volunteer Services 
Tel: 01295 759126 
cherwellcvs@gmail.com 
 
Costs: Local journeys up to 10 miles—£5 
Over 10 miles—47p per mile 
 
3 days notice required. Service for older people and 
those with disabilities and their accompanying carers. 

Bicester Community Hospital 
OUT OF HOURS MINOR INJURIES UNIT 

 
The Community Hospital FAU is open out of hours only. If you 
are lucky (!) enough to sustain an injury during office hours you 
can visit your GP Nurse. 
 

Saturday  8:30am–11pm 
 Sunday  8:30am–11pm
 Monday  6–11pm 
 Tuesday  6–11pm 
 Wednesday 6–11pm 
 Thursday  6–11pm 
 Friday   6–11pm 
 
Piggy Lane, Bicester, Call 01865 903976—please call before 
you come. They do not have x-ray facilities, so if you think it’s 
broken, A&E is for you. 

DEFIBRILLATORS: 

FRITWELL VILLAGE 
HALL 

OX27 7QA 
 

WHITE LION PUBLIC 
HOUSE  

Fewcott, OX27 7NZ 

TRANSPORT and SERVICES 

BUS SERVICE CHANGES 
 

FREE MONDAY BUS 
 

Wheelchairs can be accommodated with 24 hours notice to the 
service administrators (01295 257 930) 
 
The free trial is being funded from OCC’s Community Transport 
budget to assess demand. Any questions should be directed to 
Ian Corkin:  ian.corkin@oxfordshire.gov.uk Tel: 07841 041 419  

SOULDERN - OPPOSITE THE FOX PH 10.30 11.30 

FRITWELL - EAST STREET / OLD SCHOOL LANE Jct 10.33 11.33 

FEWCOTT - OPPOSITE THE WHITE LION INN 10.35 11.35 

ARDLEY - OPPOSITE WATER LANE 10.38 11.38 

BUCKNELL - OPPOSITE THE BUS SHELTER 10.42 11.42 

CHESTERTON - THE GREEN BUS SHELTER 10.48 11.48 

CHESTERTON - THE RED COW PH 10.50 11.50 

BICESTER - MANORSFIELD BUS STAND 7 11.00 12.00 

 ————————————————————————    

BICESTER – MANORSFIELD BUS STAND 7 12.15 13.15 

CHESTERTON – THE GREEN BUS SHELTER 12.23 13.23 

CHESTERTON – THE RED COW PH 12.25 13.25 

BUCKNELL - OPPOSITE THE BUS SHELTER 12.33 13.33 

ARDLEY – WATER LANE 12.37 13.37 

FEWCOTT – OUTSIDE THE WHITE LION INN 12.40 13.40 

FRITWELL – EAST STREET OLD PHONE BOX 12.42 13.42 

SOULDERN – THE FOX PH 12.45 13.45 

COMET BUS SERVICE TO BICESTER—MONDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be 
Water Aware this summer 

 With the weather warming up, long sunny days and the sum-
mer holidays in sight, there is a temptation to cool off in one of 
Oxfordshire’s many rivers and inland waterways. And while 
there may not be any river monsters waiting down there, unfor-
tunately rivers and waterways can be very dangerous places - 
255 people accidentally drowned in 2017 in the UK. 
  
That’s why, at this time of year, Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue 
Service is reminding all residents to Be Water Aware to help 
everyone stay safe this summer. 
  
Would you know what to do? 
  
Knowing what to do when someone gets into trouble in the wa-
ter could help save someone’s life: 
  

Call: 999 
Float: tell them to float on their back 
Throw: something that floats 
 … and don’t jump in yourself 

 Find out more at www.365alive.co.uk/BeWaterAware 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshirecomet
http://www.365alive.co.uk/BeWaterAware
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Age UK  0800 055 6112 

Bicester Good Neighbours 07849 799530 

Bicester First Aid Unit 01865 903976 

Bin Collection (Cherwell DC) 01295 227003 

Bus services  01869 241 500  

Carers support Oxfordshire 0845 050 7666 

Church benefice office  01869 233687 

Cherwell District Council  01295 227001  

Citizens’ Advice  08444 111 444 

Community Transport 0300 30 30 125 

Counselling (adults)  116 123 

Counselling (children)  0800 11 11 

Deddington Health Centre 01869 338611 

Electrical Power Cut   08000 727 282 

Environmental Health  01295 227001 

Financial Hardship help  0800 138 1111 

Floodline  0845 988 1188 

Food Bank 
01869 357181 / 01869 
600113 

Gas smell  0800 111 999 

Good Neighbour Scheme 07849 799530 

Housing (Cherwell DC) 01295 227004 

Mains Water  0800 316 9800  

Member of Parliament 01869 233 685 

NHS non-emergency help 111 

Parish Council Ardley  01869 346996  

Parish Council Fritwell 01869 345830 

Parish Council Souldern  01869 345931  

Police non-emergency  101 

Police station Bicester  01865 841148 

Roads and Verges  01295 227007 

RSPCA  0300 1234 999 

Samaritans 116 123 

School (Fritwell) 01869 345283 

Street Lights  0800 317802 

Suicide helpline phone 0800 068 4141  

Suicide helpline text 07786 209697 

Victims of Crime  0300 1234 148 

Village Hall Ardley  01869 346632 

Village Hall Fritwell  01869 346624 

Village Hall Souldern  07812 501604 

Waste water/sewerage  0800 316 9800 

Weather—Met Office 0370 900 0100  

Wheelchair loans 01869 345269 

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS FOR YOUR NOTICEBOARD 

Road maintenance budget doubled this year 
 
This year’s increased spend of £10m will be put into road repairs to 
tackle the winter backlog of potholes. The county’s extensive network of 
rural minor roads suffered badly during the freeze-thaw cycle of last 
winter. 
 
Cabinet members have also given ‘in principle’ agreement to borrowing 
£120m to address the long-term decline in road condition. The invest-
ment would be funded through the additional Council Tax income that is 
projected because of population growth in Oxfordshire. 
The proposed investment could also include maintenance of other as-
sets such as school buildings 
 
Streetlight upgrades. 
 
A £40m investment may be made into upgrading more than 50,000 
streetlights in Oxfordshire to more energy-efficient LEDs. There are 
almost 60,000 streetlights in Oxfordshire – around 9,000 of these have 
already been upgraded. 
 
‘Thriving communities’ formally adopted as the council’s vision 
  
County councillors have agreed the corporate plan, called “Thriving 
Communities for Everyone in Oxfordshire”, which sets out the council’s 
strategy for the period 2018-2021. There are broadly three priorities in 
the plan: 
 
Thriving communities 

 We help people live safe, healthy lives and play an active part 
in their community. 

 We provide services that enhance the quality of life in our com-
munities and protect the local environment. 
  

Thriving people 

 We strive to give every child a good start in life and protect 
everyone from abuse and neglect. 

 We enable older and disabled people to live independently. We 
care for those in greatest need. 
  

Thriving economy 

 We support a thriving local economy by improving transport 
links to create jobs and homes for the future. 

 
Performance outcomes and indicators have been agreed for the above. 

Compensation claims as a result of highway defects 
 
How to make a claim for compensation if you suffer a personal injury or 
damage to your property. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council is the Highway Authority for the majority of 
roads in the county, and we have a duty under the Highways Act 1980 
to maintain the highway. Generally speaking, this includes what most 
people would ordinarily think of as maintenance activities. OCC is not 
responsible for the A34 or the M40 or their slip roads. These are main-
tained by Highways England—General enquiries Tel: 0300 123 5000 

Statutory defence 
As well as putting a duty on us at OCC to maintain roads and footpaths, 
the Highways Act also gives reasons we can use in our defence against 
claims. Your claim will be considered bearing in mind the defence that 
the Act provides. 
 
Before making a claim against the council it may be advisable to con-
sider the likelihood of your claim being successful. Please be aware 
that a majority of claims are turned down and successfully defended. 

Making a claim 
If you feel that we have failed in this duty and you have suffered a per-
sonal injury or damage to your property as a result of this failure, you 
can make a claim for compensation. We have prepared a claim form 
which will help speed up the process and allow us to make a decision 
as to whether we are liable or not. 
claimsteam@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Source: OCC website https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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GROUPS 
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COMMUNITY 

SOULDERN 
COMMUNITY  

MARKET 
 

Souldern Village Hall 
9:30-12:30 

 
3rd Saturday of the month 

 
September 15th 

October 20th 
 

Stalls include 
Vegetables, preserves, cakes, savouries, bread, 

Plants, cards, crafts etc 
 

And not forgetting the Big Breakfasts, tea, coffee 
and the opportunity to sit and chat with friends 

 
Contact Sue Merry (fritwellian@googlemail.com  tel:07986 

520553) or Barbara McGarry (barbara.a.mcgarry@gmail.com 
tel:01869 345931) for more information or to book a stall 
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OUT AND ABOUT 

 
Bin Collections 

Fritwell & Souldern-

THURSDAYS 
Ardley w Fewcott-

WEDNESDAYS 

Cherwell Cats Protection Jumble Sale 
Fritwell Village Hall 

Saturday September 15th 
2pm-4pm 

 
There will be many stalls including Raffle and Refreshments. 

All proceeds go directly towards our veterinary costs and  
cat care. 

Cat food donations will also be very welcome  

Madeleine’s Cornish Countryfile 
 

We always look forward so much to our annual visit to the far 
West of the Country and it is exciting on the way to Land’s 
end to see some wonderful work being done by the Highways 
Department over Bodmin Moor. A section of the A30 now has 
natural Cornish stone walls which have become so much a 
part of the landscape that you would think they have always 
been there. Natural vegetation now grows over them and 
tops the rims making them seem like any other Cornish wall, 
but with just that new hint of something fresh. 
 
In Cornwall the seasons have escalated, advancing swiftly so 
that many spring flowers, like those we saw last year, had 
already gone over. After a hammering from two heavy falls of 
snow this winter, much of the semi-tropical plant life has been 
destroyed. It was saddening to see that so many plants had 
suffered in this way and those glorious gardens had been so 
badly affected. But, hey! plants are resilient and without doubt 
will recover eventually. There were still many lovely natural 
flowers to see in those fabulous Cornish country lanes and  
windswept cliffs, such as foxgloves, red campion, pink and 
yellow stonecrop, scarlet and yellow pimpernels, white sea 
campion, pennywort, ladies tongue ferns, purple mallows, 
pretty little bright blue cornflowers, pink thrift, tall sea plantain, 
hottentot fig in yellow and mauve, beautiful valerian (in abun-
dance), yellow and pink/orange honeysuckle (glorious per-
fume in the evenings), yellowy orange cinquefoil, docks of 
course, sea bindweed (neat, small, pink or white), white sea 
carrot and beautiful purple sea lavender.  
 
As for the birdlife we noticed a preponderance of wrens, chiff 
chaffs and swallows which enlivened our rides. We were dis-
appointed this year though not to see for ourselves any sea 
or unusual bird life, except, perhaps for ravens, but our site 
neighbours saw seals and choughs which was vexing as we 
had only just missed seeing them ourselves. Ah well!  
 
It is the amazing clearness of the atmosphere there which 
brings everything into such sharp focus and fetches far rocky 
outcrops so close you feel you could almost touch them. We 
saw some fantastic evening sunsets with colours ranging 
from red to deep midnight blue and all the spectrum in be-
tween and one morning we awoke to an amazing paintbox 
splash of red sky which coloured the sea pink too. Wonderful 
but you know what they say about ‘red sky in the morning’! It 
isn’t always true, though, since, in this case, it was another 
beautiful day.  
 
As with all things Cornish there were also those misty, moisty 
and even occasional wet days whilst we were away (in our 
second week) but that is Cornwall for you after all. We may 
not have seen any “large” wildlife, but we did see some glori-
ous, large, metallic green and blue beetles and some huge, 
fat, orangey brown and hairy caterpillars which curled up as 
you picked them up (to save them from being squashed). The 
nearest I can get to identifying these is Lappet Moth caterpil-
lars. We also saw a wonderful large green dragonfly. 
 
The thing that impressed us most in those narrow, winding 
lanes is the courtesy and friendliness of vehicle drivers. All 
will salute you if you have to draw in to a passing place and 
you in return do the same. It was so heartening. And, dare I 
say it, hardly any potholes at all.  
 
And now it’s back to hot and summery Oxfordshire and cy-
cling along our country lanes, complete with huge potholes. I 
have seen purple vetch and knapweed, beautiful blue scabi-
ous, yellow hedge bedstraw and scented mayweed, those 
pink and white little bindweed (which always seem to appear 
at this time of year right at the edges of the roads) and of 
course patches of rose bay willow herb already. Have you 

noticed how the chaffinches and yellow hammers have been 
excelling themselves just lately? How lovely, too, are those 
glorious hollyhocks growing so tall now in people’s gardens – a 
flower typical of rural country gardens.  
 
Because of this unusually lengthy hot weather there are some 
beautiful butterflies visiting our gardens and I have seen pea-
cocks, red admirals, orange tips and small tortoiseshells as well 
as several varieties of whites.  
 
But what we found so strange and unusual on our return home, 
were the large flocks of jackdaws flying around in the mornings 
and evenings. We have never seen or heard so many and won-
der why they should suddenly decide to leave the Church tow-
ers they tend to inhabit for this part of the countryside. 
 
Do you remember the kite story in the last issue? Funnily 
enough I have learned this is not unique in this area since a 
near neighbour had two sausages taken from a BBQ they were 
having on one of those hot summer days. So look out. There 
are kites about!  
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Bicester Good Neighbour Scheme 
 

Bicester Good Neighbour Scheme volunteers are simply kind hearted 
people who have an hour or two to spare each week to help others. 
They can assist with practical tasks, do odd jobs, or just visit for friendly 
chat.  
 
We simply match volunteers with an hour or so to spare each week with 
local older people who would like a visitor or someone to help with er-
rands or odd jobs around the home. 
  
•   Tasks at home – like changing a light bulb  
•   Help with the shopping or collecting a prescription 
•   Light gardening work 
•   Help with forms or letters 
•   Walking or feeding a pet 
•   Checking that you are safe, warm and well 
•   Just having a chat / befriending 
•   Information about other services and advice you might need 
   
The service we provide is free for all clients. Call or text 07849 799530. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Anyone who is the victim of a crime who needs support can 
speak to a Victims First Officer on 0300 1234 148 
 
If you need help visit www.victims-first.org.uk/victims-first-
connect for more information or contact 
opcc.comms@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk  
  
You can also follow our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/victimsfirstTV/ 

OUT AND ABOUT 

Katharine House Hospice 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
FESTIVAL OF OPEN GARDENS – MAY - SEPTEMBER 2017 
Our Festival of Open Gardens is back this summer with over 30 gar-
dens open. This year we also have some fantastic garden talks from 
renowned local gardeners, as well as a flower festival, not to mention 
teas and home-made cakes at many of the gardens. More information 
at www.khh.org.uk/gardens, or call us on 01295 816 484. 
 
Remember you can keep up to date with all our events and every-
thing that’s happening at the Hospice, as well as buy tickets to our 
events and donate to Katharine House by visiting our website: 
www.khh.org.uk  
 
Festival of Open Gardens Dates 
6 August - Heyford Park 
5, 7 & 9 September - Broughton Grange 
17 September – Bloxham 
 
CAN YOU VOLUNTEER FOR KATHARINE HOUSE? 
Our volunteers are a vital part of the work we do for people and fami-
lies facing life-limiting illnesses in our community. They help us with 
everything from catering to complementary therapies, and they save 
us around £400,000 every year. We’re always looking for volunteers 
to help us, and we’d love to hear from you if you have some time to 
spare. 
 
Volunteer roles include: 
 
Catering Assistants - Kitchen Assistants – Receptionists - Comple-
mentary Therapists - Patient Drivers - Shop Volunteers - General Day 
Hospice - Ward Clerks - Gardeners 
 
For more information please contact Joanna Morris, Volunteer Co-
ordinator on 01295 811866 email volunteering@khh.org.uk, or visit 
www.khh.org.uk/volunteering  

 
Highways Depot - Open Days 

  
As part of our commitment to improved Member and Communi-
ty engagement we are proposing to hold an Area Operations 
Open Day at each of our Area Highways depots, the dates of 
which are as follows. 
  
Drayton Depot (Nr Abingdon)  OX14 4EZ  - Sunday 
12th August 10.00am until 2.30pm  
  
Deddington Depot (Nr Banbury)  OX15 0TS – Saturday 
18th August 10.00am until 2.30pm  
  
It will be an opportunity to visit the depot and look at some of 
the plant and machinery we use to deliver the highway mainte-
nance service, including the Dragon Patcher, Gully emptier, 
Gritting vehicle, Road marking, Public Rights of Way etc. 
  
Staff from both OCC and Skanska will be on hand to answer 
any questions you may have about the work and processes and 
there will be displays and leaflets containing information about 
the services we undertake. 
  
The event will run from 10.00am until 2.30pm and refreshments 
will be provided, it would be lovely to see as many of you as 
possible at either of these events. 
 
Call for more details 
Shannen Gill 
07557 082 591 

https://thamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7&id=47f25c7d84&e=33d0cb8c71
https://thamesvalley-pcc.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c9c8875feb2773b1207a69de7&id=47f25c7d84&e=33d0cb8c71
mailto:opcc.comms@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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EVENTS 



 

Dear friends, 

‘Vicars come and vicars go, but we go on forever!’ a churchwarden once told me. 

After five very happy years serving the parishes of the Cherwell Valley Benefice I’ve been called on to a new   

ministry. On 23rd September I will be installed as the vicar of All Saints Oakham, the county town of Rutland. 

This busy town church is linked to nine rural parishes, but thankfully there is a good team of clergy and lay           

ministers who share in the work. Whilst five years is not a long period of time, its certainly been a full and                  

demanding season for me, and I’m thankful for the changes that have happened in our churches over that time. 

I’m also very thankful for the sense of teamwork that has developed over that time. It’s been a pleasure to work 

alongside so many volunteers both in church and community life. In particular, I’d like to thank Geoff, Barbara, 

David and the churchwardens for their support. It’s certainly been a time of personal change. I arrived as a single 

man, and leave married with two children! 

Whilst some things do change in the life of our churches and parishes, many things continue with a reassuring 

stability. Our lovely church buildings are a testimony to the endurance of the Christian faith and to the love of 

God through the changing seasons of our life. The vicar’s job is to point not to him (or her)self but to Jesus 

Christ who is the same ‘today, yesterday and forever’ (Hebrews 13:8). His unchanging faithfulness helps us to 

keep change in perspective. Or as one of the Church of England’s prayers puts it: ‘may we so pass through things 

temporal that we lose not our hold on things eternal’ (Trinity 4). 

I recently heard about a church in the north of England which was trying to recruit a new vicar. Some months 

had gone by without making an appointment. But as time went on more and more people in the church were 

stepping up to lead services, help with the practical work, organise events, share the administration, look after 

the Sunday School, and care for the elderly. Some new events were started which proved very popular with the 

community. Eventually a wise old member of the church council asked, ‘Why spoil things by appointing a new 

vicar?’ Good question! My aim here has been to show that God has planted gifts and talents in everyone.  

This prayer is often given to those ordained to church ministry, but in reality is a prayer for everyone: 

Christ has no body on earth but yours, 

No hands but yours, 

No feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which Christ looks in compassion on the world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good. 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless all people.                (Theresa of Avila 1515-1582) 

I’d be delighted to see you on my final Sunday, 9th September, at 3pm at Heyford Park Chapel for tea and cake 

and at my installation at All Saints Oakham on Sunday 23rd September 3pm.  

With my thanks, love and prayers, 

Stephen 

CHURCH NEWS 
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Thank you Stephen 
On behalf of us all here in the Cherwell Valley Benefice thank you for all you have done during your time 
here with us. Your pastoral care, organisational and administrative skills have helped to make us much 
stronger, caring and effective communities. During your time here we have grown as individual parishes and 
as a united benefice. 
So thank you thank you for all that you have meant to each of us individually and as larger communities and 
much as we will miss you and the family we wish you all well in your new appointment in Rutland. 
God Bless from us all. 



CHERWELL VALLEY SERVICES 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Ardley with Fewcott                                        Fritwell                                                      Souldern                                                            
                                                          Mike Dockrey—345178                         Clive Smith—346795 
                                                             Jane White—345396 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford    www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

Rev Stephen Griffiths 01869 222572 steph78griff@hotmail.com 

Rev Geoff Price 01869 346262 geoffandhope@yahoo.com 

David Taylor  davidtaylor_3@outlook.com 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

Services described as 1662, Matins or Evensong follow the traditional form as laid out in The Book of Common Prayer. 
Services described as CW (Common Worship) use modern language and follow the revised form given in the Common                  
Worship Service and Prayer Book. 
Services described as Family Worship or Contemporary Worship are suitable for all ages, including children.  
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Ardley            

St Mary's 
Fritwell         

St Olave's 

Lower  
Heyford          

& Caulcott     
St Mary's 

Somerton      
St James 

Souldern    
Ann to the BVM 

Upper  Heyford                                    
St Mary's        The Chapel 

5-Aug 
8.30am    
1662  

11am          
Morning 
Prayer  

11am      
1662 HC 

6pm       
Evensong 

with Bishop 
Colin 

11am       
Matins 

9:30          
Holy       

Communion  

11.00am                      
Communion 

12-Aug 
9.30am      

HC 
8.30am  

1662 HC 

11am        
Family    

Worship 
No Service 

11am      
Sung      

Communion  
No Service 

11am                  
Morning                       
Service              

6pm         
Open  Church 

19-Aug 9.30 MP 
9.30       

Family            
Communion 

No Service 
11.00       
Matins                      
& HC  

8.30         
1662 HC 

No Service 
11.00am  
Morning     
Service 

26-Aug 

9.30am  
Morning   
Service 

6pm       
Evensong 

11am     
Family    

Communion 
No Service 

10.30am 
Family 
Church  

8.30am         
1662 HC  

11am            
All Age        

Holiday Club 

2-Sep 
8.30am    
1662  

11am          
Morning 
Prayer  

11am     
1662 HC 

6pm       
Evensong 

11am        
Matins 

9:30          
Holy       

Communion  

11.00am  
Communion 

9-Sep 
9.30am             

HC  
8.30am   

1662 HC 

11am               
Family             

Worship 

9.30am            
Sunday                

Club 

11am               
Sung                 

Communion 
No Service 

11am              
Morning            
Service   

16-Sep 
9.30                    
MP 

9.30             
Family   

Communion 

11.00            
MP  

11.00                  
Matins        
& HC 

8.30         
1662 HC 

No Service 
11.00am  
Morning      
Service 

23-Sep 
9.30am  
Harvest 

No Service 
11am               

Harvest 
9.30am  
Harvest  

10.30am 
Family 
Church  

8.30am   
1662 HC  

11am              
Harvest  

30-Sep 11am Benefice Communion Service—St Mary’s Upper Heyford 

7-Oct 
8.30am             
1662  

11am            
Harvest  

11am               
1662 HC 

6pm                
Evensong 

11am                 
Matins 

9.30am              
Harvest 

11am              
Morning                           
Service 
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                          St. Olave’s Church Fritwell warmly invites you to: 

A Welcome Evening for the new Headteacher of Fritwell CofE Primary School 

Mr Jonathan (Jon) Hart 

Please join us at St. Olave’s Church Fritwell on Thursday 6th September 6pm-7.30pm. 

The event is open to the whole community, providing an informal opportunity for Mr Hart to meet a wide range of 
people as he takes up this important role in our community. Drinks and nibbles will be served throughout the 
evening.  Come any time between 6pm and 7.30pm. We hope to see you there.  

All good wishes, 

Rev’d Stephen Griffiths 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk  

 

Cherwell Valley Benefice 

HOLIDAY CLUB 2018 

Mon 20th—Fri 24th August 
10-12 mid-day 

& Sun 26th August 11am 
For children aged 5-11 yrs old                                       

£1 per day to help towards costs 
The Chapel, Heyford Park OX25 5TE 

Tel: 01869 233687                                                              
Em: barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

Sunday 5th August 

Evensong   

at St James Somerton 

with Bishop Colin 

who will be acknowledging Stephen’s time here  

in the Cherwell Valley Benefice as Team Rector 

All welcome 

Open House at  

The Rectory 
(104 Camp Road Upper Heyford) 

Thursday 16th August 

from 7:30pm 

Stephen’s final Sunday 

9th September 

Tea & Cake 

3pm at Heyford Park Chapel   

All Welcome 

 

Sunday 23rd September 3pm 

installation at All Saints Oakham  

All Welcome 

The Forum 

Tuesday 21st  August 

7:30-9:30pm 
 

‘I BELIEVE IN  

ANGELS’ 

By Hope Price 
 

Upper Heyford Reading Room 

OX25 5LG 

http://www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
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 CHAPEL NEWS 
FRITWELL CHAPEL NEWS 

 
We have been pleased to welcome two new preachers to take 
our services in July, namely Gareth Evans from Brackley Meth-
odist and Hope Price from Fritwell Church. Recently we have 
had 4 preachers and their wives who have travelled from further 
afield in different parts of Leicestershire. 
  
We are now looking forward to celebrating our Harvest Thanks-
giving service on 9th September with our usual buffet supper 
and sale on the Monday evening (see poster).  Everyone is 
most welcome as they are each Sunday, see below for times of 
services. 
 
We continue to pray for anyone who is feeling unwell or lonely 
at this time and for all those who have been recently bereaved. 
 
Preachers for August : 
5th  10.30 a.m.   Rev M Nicholls 
12th  6 p.m. Mrs D Williams 
19th  10.30 a.m. Mr A Giles 
26th  6 p.m.  Mrs W Manley 
 
September: 
2nd  10.30 a.m.  Mr C Bazeley  
9th  6 p.m. Mr A Cotton Harvest Thanksgiving 
16th  6 p.m. Mr G Evans 
23rd  6 p.m. Souldern Harvest 
30th  10.30 a.m. Mrs R Williamson 
 
Joan Harris  

SOULDERN CHAPEL NEWS 

On behalf of the family and myself, I would like to express my 
sincere appreciation for your cards, letters, phone calls of con-
dolence and prayers over these past few weeks. Margaret 
passed away on the 16th June. Please continue to pray for us.  
 
Many of you will be looking forward to your summer holidays. 
Some of you will take a holiday abroad, mind we cannot fault 
our summer thus far, with the usual exciting arrangements to 
be made. Then there are the questions with regard to the cur-
rency, are the health certificates up to date? Is the passport still 
in date? Do we remember where we put them?  All this is be-
fore we even set off.  
 
For we know that without having a passport we would not be 
allowed to pass through border controls to our holiday destina-
tion. 
 
I am so glad that apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, who the 
Bible states, is The Way into the Christian life, the Church, and 
into the promised heaven, does not call for documents or certifi-
cates of any kind.  It is the way of confession of  trusting one's 
life to the Lord Jesus and entering the family of the Church that 
is the important issue. Take a look at St. John's Gospel chapter 
14 verse 6. for confirmation. Jesus answered, "I am the Way, 
and the Truth and the life, No one comes to the Father except 
through me." 
 
We at Souldern Chapel would be pleased to welcome you.  
 
See below for Preacher's list and times.  
 
We pray that you will have a safe, restful and happy holiday. 
 
Rev. John. 
 
 
Preachers' list for August and September. 
 
5th Aug Supporting   Fritwell Chapel 
12th Aug Supporting Fitwell Chapel 
19th Aug @ 6pm Mr. Alan Peters 
26th Sept @ 6pm Mr. David Lingwood 
2nd Sept @ 6pm TBA 
9th Sept @ 6pm Supporting Fritwell Harvest 
16th Sept @ 6pm Mr. George Pearce 
23rd Sept @ 6pm HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 Mr. Ros Adkins. 
30th Sept @ 6pm  Mr. Steve Harley  

Souldern chapel 2018 
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 ARDLEY-WITH-FEWCOTT—http://ardleywithfewcottpc.co.uk/ 
Parish Council Position info 

Huw Jenkins Chairman MCNP rep 

Nicki Lewis Vice Chairman Viridor and 
AFECT Rep 
Playing field Rep 

Deborah Peat Councillor Rural Housing rep 

Jon O’Neill Councillor MCNP rep 

Peter Johnson Councillor   

Jan Mills Councillor   

Anne Davies Clerk   

Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club July Newsletter 
 

Hello, it’s been another exciting and busy time for the Club, 
which is affiliated to the Royal Horticultural Society, and was 
started in 1984. We now have 86 members!! 
 
We held our annual General meeting prior to the cream tea 
event. The current Committee were all nominated to remain and 
agreed to do so but we also have three new committee mem-
bers: Marianne Want, Carole Hennings and Ann Mulligan. Forty 
eight members attended the AGM and then stayed for the tea. 
We were blessed once again with glorious weather and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank those members and friends 
who loaned tables, chairs and shelter. 
 
The Annual Show, which takes place on Saturday 8th Septem-
ber, is in its final planning stages. The Show Schedule has now 
been delivered to all homes in the village. Once again the Show 
is open to all and we have kept the fee at £1 per person for as 
many entries as you can manage. 16s and under exhibitors 
have no entry fee. Like last year we will also put some Sched-
ules outside our bungalow for ease of access. The entry form 
can be found in the Show Schedule and, your entry, together 
with the correct fee, must be made by noon on Thursday 6th 
September at Glenayre, Water Lane, Fewcott. I would like to 
thank the following for their support: Capri Marquees from Buck-
nell and also Councillor Ian Corkin and the Priority fund alloca-
tion. 
 
Only 3 double rooms left on our 9-13 Sept 2019 holiday to 
Northumberland. It promises to be exceptional—at a beautiful 
time of year. We will visit RHS Harlow Carr, Alnwick House and 
Gardens, Cragside House and Gardens, Beamish Open Air 
Museum and Harrogate. 4 star accommodation and travel by 
executive coach—all for £419. The single rooms have all been 
booked but we are in negotiation with the hotel and have a wait-
ing list. Please complete a booking form with a £15 deposit. No 
other money is due until June 2019. Contact details below. 
Other dates for your diary include: 
 Saturday 30th September Hyde Hall. This is a RHS Gar-

den and as an affiliated Club we have free access for our 
members. 

 Saturday 20th October Westonbirt Arboretum 
 Sunday 25th November the annual meal. 

  
Further details and booking slips for all the above events will be 
provided in due course. 
If you have difficulty attending any of our events please contact 
one of the Committee and transport can be arranged. 
 
Chairperson/ Holiday Coordinator: Jenny Price – 07795947014 
Secretary: Denise Turner – 01869 345250* & 07925546735 
Treasurer: Ian Turner – 01869 345250* & 07825546735 
Events: Sue Howkins – 01869 369422 & 07768989448 
Events: Elaine Greenwood – 01865 376860 & 07516007343 
Fund Raiser: Sue Girling - 01869 345443 
 
*this line blocks withheld numbers. Please use the mobile num-
ber if in doubt.  

PULMONARY FIBROSIS FUNDRAISER: Did you notice my deliberate 
mistake last month? I really do apologise to all those folks who tried to 
get hold of Renee on the telephone number I gave last month. I apolo-
gise especially to Renee as of course her telephone number is 01869 
346731 and NOT the number I gave. However, for all that, Renee’s 
Charity garden fundraiser (in aid of The Pulmonary Fibrosis Charity and 
in memory of John Kendall, a real gentleman) held at 3 Orchard Road 
raised the wonderful sum of £203.50 augmented by a donation of £100 
thereby making a grand total of £303.50. Renee has received a lovely 
thank you letter from Steve Jones, Chairman of the Charity, who ex-
plained that her charitable gift will help the thousands of patients and 
their families devastated by this disease. He also mentioned that the 
founder and former chairman of PFC, Mike Bray, unfortunately has 
died. It has been four years since the Charity came into being, Steve 
said. Renee still has some lovely summery things in all sizes on sale 
RIGHT NOW, not to mention accessories like shoes and handbags. So, 
if you are interested in seeing what is available just give her a call on 
01869 346731 to see when it would be convenient to go along and pick 
up something nice.  
 
HELLO AND WELCOME TO TWO NEW BABIES: A little late but by no 
means less warmly welcomed to the Village we say ‘hello’ to ELLIS 
SPRINGHALL who was born on 25th February this year in the JR and 
proud parents, LUCY and MICHAEL. ‘Hello and welcome’ also to little 
ROSE McCARTHY who made her appearance on 27th January this 
year and proud parents EMILY and JOHN. Well done everyone and we 
shall look forward to seeing our newcomers growing up and becoming 
part of our Village life. 
 
AN ADDITION TO THE CATS PROTECTION REPORT: Held on Satur-
day, 16th June at 5 Keeys Close an amazing £666 was raised towards 
the Charity despite the somewhat cloudy weather and Sheila Mason 
thanks everyone for all their hard work on a very special day and for all 
those wonderful visitors who supported the event.  
 
NEIGHBOURS: Please continue to keep a caring eye on your neigh-
bours. Mr. Brahmbhatt of Fewcott House is always delighted when 
anyone can visit residents there. Just give them a call on 01869 
345501 if you can spare a moment or two for a chat. Every Thursday 
afternoon the Home welcomes visitors to share a pancake and cup of 
tea with them from 2pm. Why not go along and meet some of the resi-
dents. Cristina Panov will welcome you. 
 
BICESTER FOOD BANK: Bicester Food Bank needs donations all year 
round. The outlet is in Bicester Market Square and there are drop off 
points in almost all supermarkets. All non-perishables gratefully re-
ceived. If you prefer to stay in the village, contact Angela Chamberlain 
(01869 345332), Madeleine Horn (01869 346621) or Madeleine Gilpin 
(01869 345269) who can tell you where to donate. If you feel you need 
Food Bank help, you can ask your GP, Social Services, Citizen's Ad-
vice Bureau or the Vicar. 
 
 
CHURCH ROTA FOR AUG/SEPT 2018: 5 Aug 1662 (8.30am) Made-
leine Horn; 12 Aug Barbara Gow;19 Aug Martyn Simmonds; 26 Aug 
John Poole; 2 Sept 1662 (8.30am) Brian Gilpin; 9 Sept Wendy 
Poole;16 Sept Angela Chamberlain; 23 Sept Gill Simmonds; 30 Sept 
BENEFICE SERVICE. 
 
AWF Church 49ers Club: We have one or two spare numbers becom-
ing available shortly for the Wednesday or Saturday draws. Please call 
me on 345269 and I can explain more fully what it entails. I will be de-
lighted to speak to you. Madeleine Gilpin 
 
REMINDER: A-w-F Fuel Charity has two Village wheelchairs, a pair of 
crutches and at least two walkers available to all residents when need-
ed. These are held at Millwood, Water Lane (Tel:01869 345269). 
 
AFECT NEWS: AFECT is still looking into obtaining about three seats 
for the Quarry Field. More about this eventually. We would be most 
grateful for some help from those folks in this Village with the expertise 
and/or environmental and ecological knowhow who would be willing to 
give advice to AFECT. This would NOT involve you in attending Meet-
ings but AFECT would love to hear from you for your scientific advice. 
Do get in touch with either Mike Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine Gilpin 
on 345269 and we will explain further. 
 
RIDE AND STRIDE: Yes, it’s that time of year again when people will 
be coming around to see or email you to ask for your support for the 
annual Ride and Stride Event for Oxfordshire’s Historic Churches 
Trust which takes place this year on Saturday 8th September. Please 

Tel:01869%20345269
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STUDENTS: 
 

FEWCOTT FUEL ALLOTMENT TRUST 
 

IF you are about to go to university or are already on a course. 
IF you are in some form of job related training, or 
IF you attend other classes, say in the evening, to learn voca-
tional skills,  
 
AND You are a resident of Fewcott or the surrounding area 
then FEWCOTT FUEL ALLOTMENT TRUST a small local 
charity may be able to assist you with a grant for books or other 
items or tools you require in connection with your studies. 
 
The Trust has helped a number of local residents needing to 
purchase books and art equipment in connection with university 
and college courses.  
 
Please apply in writing with your contact details, what you need 
to buy, and why you think you should be considered for a grant 
to: 
 
Tikki Potter, 1 Ploughley Close (Tel.346709) or 
Nicki Lewis, Penlington, Fritwell Road (Tel. 345424),or 
Madeleine Horn, 19 Russet Road (Tel.346621) 
 
This is a village charity and has NO connection with any out-
side agency. The Registered Charity was set up some years 
ago arising from the sale of a piece of land. Interest on these 
moneys is for the benefit of persons on the village. 

Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall 
Looking for a Special Venue for a Children’s Party? 

This year, why not book the hall for your children’s party!   
The spacious hall gives them masses of room to run around 
and has a high roof that can easily accommodate a bouncy 
castle. There are fairy lights from the ceiling to help make it 
special, a well stocked kitchen and, of course, a fantastic play 
area outdoors.  
For more information visit 
www.ardleywithfewcottvillagehall.com or to arrange to view the 
hall, contact  
bookings@ardleywithfewcottvillagehall.com  
or call Natasha Feaver - 07467 549294. 

Returnable  
Damage/Cleaning 
Deposit for all of 
the below is £30 

Residents Non-Residents 

  Per 
Hour 

Day 
(24hrs) 

Per 
Hour 

Day 
 (24 hrs) 

Hall £11 £110 £16.50 £165.00 

Meeting Room £ 5.50 £33 £8.25 £55.00 

Hall & Meeting 
Room 

£16.50 £133 £24.75 £220.00 

Kitchen Ovens £5.50 £27.50 £5.50 £27.50 

Sessions during 
9am to 4pm 

£35 for 4 Hours. 
£11 for every extra 

Hour 

£45 for 4 Hours 
£16.50 for every 

extra Hour 

Evening Party 
Week 
Day 

Week 
End 

Week 
Day 

Week 
End 

Main Hall & 
Kitchen 
4pm to Midnight 
(Includes clean up 

period to 10am 
the following day) 

£66 + 
 £60 
damage/
cleaning 
Deposit 

  

£110 + 
£100 
damage/
cleaning 
Deposit 

  

£88 + 
 £80 

damage/
cleaning 
Deposit 

£132 + 
£120 

damage/
cleaning 
Deposit 

be welcoming as it is an onerous business asking people to sponsor 
you and a kindly smile is always gratefully received. Unfortunately, this 
year it clashes with the Ardley Beer Festival and Village Fete, so it may 
be that the journey by bike will have to be shortened to accommodate 
both activities! 
 
PARKING: It has become increasingly difficult, especially in places like 
Orchard Road and Castle Fields cul de sacs to get into and out of your 
own drive. PLEASE could people be a little more considerate and park 
sensibly allowing access to people getting into and out of their parking 
places. Just a little thought is all that is necessary and reduces the 
chance of vehicles having unexpected knocks. 
 
LITTER BINS: Please put your dog waste bags in the RED BINS and 
your other litter in the YELLOW BINS. 

REPORT ON VIRIDOR LIAISON MEETING 11th July  
 
There were 9 attendees from local villages. 
 
Engineering Manager reported details of successful shut down of 
boilers for maintenance with completion a day early. Outages next 
year will be same time again but in 2020 a bigger shutdown will 
take place.  
 
Traffic and car parking concerns expressed.  Successful couple of 
months with safety and environmental aspects working well to-
gether.  
 
Viridor looking particularly into how to manage soft plastics.  
 
Operations report: two new tipping hall supervisors. Quarterly 
data on waste burner and bottom ash circulated to group. Thanks 
expressed to the group for issues reported.  There is always fol-
low up on complaints received. Delivery drivers a particular con-
cern regarding covering vehicles properly. Environmental Agency 
to be contacted about this problem also, because of impact on 
local communities. No issues with odour with monitoring at differ-
ent locations on site being carried out.  
 
Fortis reported on bottom ash. Disposal including pollution control 
is a concern.  
 
EA report handed out. Bucknell still worried about leachate in 
stream. Thames Water say there is a problem. Query about Viri-
dor’s pump capacity. Viridor will approach relevant people so that 
Thames can be informed.  
 
Regulatory and Planning issues covered and leaflet distributed. 
Consent to increase capacity to 325,000 tons approved but cur-
rently this not being reached. Application to extend amenity area 
to 2026 being made. Currently due to close at end 2018. Reten-
tion to May 2020 of two ISO containers relating to heat storage 
approved. Three EA monitoring visits annually are scheduled.  
 
Middleton Stoney looking into introducing a weight limit on traffic. 
Such a sign at Junction 10 has been vandalised. Community is-
sues included bridleway and footpaths. Rabbit holes now filled on 
path 27.  
 
Visitors to Centre, especially from schools increased this year. 
Viridor received ‘People’s Choice Trophy’. Report to be sent 
round. Suggestion made schools could carry out ‘pond dipping’ in 
Gaggle Brook including looking into crested newt population. Jess 
Baker-Pike to be informed. EA to be invited to next meeting.  
 
Emergency exits to site being explored. Air Ambulance landing 
site on centre roundabout considered.  
 
Health of community issue to be on next Agenda. Litter much 
improved. Continual landscaping takes place. Mowing by contrac-
tor. 
 
Next Meeting 10/10/18 possibly starting at 3pm—TBC. 

http://www.ardleywithfewcottvillagehall.com
mailto:bookings@ardleywithfewcottvillagehall.com
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 Fritwell—http://www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk 

FRITWELL FORGET ME NOT CLUB 
 
Our last outing to Claydon House on June 10th and it was a 
beautiful sunny day. It was a very short journey and the coach 
travelling down very narrow roads until we arrived at this very 
big house and gardens. The coach went through a very narrow 
gateway and park literally in front of the house. The house is 
still lived in by the Verney family but only live in a small part of 
it..The National Trust own the house  but the gardens are still 
owned by the family. Filming of Far from the Madding Crowd 
were done in the exterior parts. The vegetable  gardens were 
well stocked but  the gardens needed some rain .An enjoyable 
day  overall was had by us all. 
 
The latest lucky numbers to win the 90 club are Mike Dockrey 
number 17 and  Glynis Lowdon number 78. 
 
The 14th August outing to  Adam’s Farm (from Country File) 
leaving Bicester 9.30 the cost to members is £20.00 non mem-
bers £25.00. Please let Viv or Doreen know as soon as possible 
if you wish to join us. 
 
The 11th September outing is to the National Space Centre 
leaving Bicester at 9.00 again let Viv or Doreen know if you are 
interested. 
 
If you would like any further details of future meetings please 
phone Vivienne on 01869 346771 or Glynis on 01869345319.  

FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL 
 
The Hall has been repainted, inside and outside. 
 
The broken windows have been replaced. 
 
The 2 old fridges have been collected by Cherwell District 
Council. 
 
We can now show television programmes on our big screen.  
 
The football shown in the Hall by Front Row Fest on 7th July 
was a great success.  
 
We hope to show more and varied events. 
 
Want to hire our Hall? Go to our website, check on the calendar 
that the date you want is free, go to bookings on line and com-
plete the form. 
 
Look out for our Chinese Takeaway night in the Autumn.  
 
Want to volunteer to help us run the Hall without being on the 
Committee? Let a Committee Member know or leave a note in 
the Hall for The Secretary. 
 
New Terms and Conditions of Hire. Please visit our website 
fritwellvillagehall.co.uk to read/download these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRONT ROW IS TOP NOTCH 

Alchester Rugby Club held its third annual Front Row Festival 

at Fritwell Playing Field on Saturday July 7th and nearly 500 

people enjoyed a fabulous day in the sunshine. 

Once again there was music from acts both local and around 

the UK, with Graeme James travelling from The Netherlands to 

play on the main stage. Many of these acts are BBC Introduc-

ing artists and have played on both national and local radio 

stations. In addition to the music playing all day across two 

stages was the addition of non-stop stand-up comedy. 

The children’s entertainment was expanded to include circus 

skills workshops, soft play Playbus and craft tent as well as 

face painting and festival glitter art.  

A newly extended bar area offered real ales, ciders, Pimms, 

Prosecco and a Gin bar. Add to all this an array of great local 

food outlets, ice cream and coffee van and it was clear there 

really was something for everyone. 

This year the festival clashed with the England World Cup quar-

ter final so the game was shown in the village hall where about 

100 festival goers enjoyed the game in a great atmosphere. 

Each year Front Row looks to build on its success and this year 

many of the festival crowd had returned after enjoying this fami-

ly friendly festival in previous years. 

HOW WOULD YOU FEEL? 
 

Most evenings we go for a walk around the Village and Rose-
mary tops up the Poo Bag dispensers,also picking up dog Poo 
left by thoughtless Dog Owners (even through we don't own a 
dog ourselves!) 
 
Can you understand how we feel when going to a dispenser 
that we filled one day to find that by the next day some thought-
less person had taken all the bags in one go!  
 
A polite note was then put up asking people to only take bags 
as needed but guess what! this was torn down and the dis-
penser emptied !!! 
 
If you are the person concerned please stop this practice  or if 
as a Dog Walker you happen to see someone taking all the 
bags a quiet word might help. 
 
Mike & Rosemary Dockrey 
 
Coincidentally—or perhaps not—there has been a number of empty 
dog poo bags floating around the village verges in the last couple of 
weeks. Ed. 

FIELD ADJACENT TO FRITWELL PLAYING FIELD 
 
The Playing Field Committee have for the last few years rented 
this field from Oxford County Council and while it was not being 
used for sporting activities we saw no reason to prevent use by 
Dog Walkers 99.9% of who respected this opportunity. 
 
However the field in question will now be used by Youth Foot-
ball Teams so we have regretfully taken the decision to Gate 
the field off to prevent access and for Health and Safety rea-
sons. 
 
We do understand that this has caused a lot of upset to Dog 
Owners but hope you can see that we have no other choice but 
to put this closure into practice . 
 
Mike Dockrey  
Secretary Fritwell Playing Field Committee 
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Fritwell Parish Council 

Work by Oxfordshire County Council to repair the road and wall 

of the pond area at the crossroads in Fritwell is progressing 

well.  I think we can all now see why the road has had to be 

closed to do the work, despite the inconvenience caused for 

residents, particularly those living in the North Street area of the 

village, running small businesses or wanting to get by car to the 

St. Olave’s church.  Traffic has inevitably been heavier along 

East Street and local businesses are encouraged to put up tem-

porary extra signage to direct their customers if necessary.  The 

dry weather has helped progress  and local residents have 

found the workers helpful and willing to engage with those who 

stop to view the work or have particular issues with the inevita-

ble disruption. 

Pedestrian access will be maintained throughout the work and 

this phase should be finished by the end of August. 

On the first morning, the most important job to be done was to 

decide on the safest action for the two families of ducks who 

were living there.  Expertly aided by one of the contractors, and 

under the watchful gaze of the OCC Ecologist, the older family 

of a mother and two ducklings were relocated to the lakes at 

Lodge Farm.  The younger family of 8 ducklings and their moth-

er were looked after in the local garden next to the pond for a 

few days and both families of ducks are now living happily on 

nearby waters. 

The Heyfordian no.81 bus to Bicester on Fridays has now 

ceased and residents have been trying out a new service on 

Mondays using Oxfordshire County Council’s Comet buses.  

This is a pilot project and runs for 20 weeks until around the 

end of October.  During this trial phase there is no charge to 

users and despite the inconvenience and unpopularity of Mon-

days for some people, residents have been impressed with the 

quality of service and the helpful, friendly drivers.  The Parish 

Council are continuing to look at future options and funding for 

this essential public service and the issue will be discussed 

again at our next PC meeting. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 17th Sep-

tember 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Residents are invited to at-

tend and there is a short Public Participation opportunity on the 

PC Agenda for residents to speak if they wish. 

I hope to see some of you there. 

Polly Foster, Chair of Fritwell Parish Council.  

Catching the ducks for rehoming 

Exploring their new home 

The work gets under way. Week 1 

Week 3 
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FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL  

CUSHION CLUB 
FILM NIGHT 

Monthly screening.  
Pay annually or on the night. 

3rd Friday of the month 
doors open 7.30, film starts at 8 

Wine bar open 
ice cream in the interval 

www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk 
0r call 01869 346697 

Next movie: Fri 17th August 
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 SOULDERN—www.souldern.org 

TO BOOK  
SOULDERN VILLAGE HALL  

 
Please contact 

Kate Green—07812 501604 
souldern.villagehall@gmail.com 

 
HIRE CHARGES 

Souldern Groups 
£7 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) 
£40 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Deposit £50 
 
Souldern residents 
£8 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) Deposit £50 
£70 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
 
Non-Residents Hire Costs: 
£15 per hour (up to 5 hrs.)  
£130 per day (more than 5 Hours) Deposit £100 
Block bookings 6+ sessions £14 per hour 

Souldern United Charity 
Registered Charity number 1002942 

 
A local Charitable Trust set up and administered to provide financial 
help, support and relief in a private manner to residents and affiliates 
of the village community. 
 
Anyone in need who would benefit from financial assistance, 
perhaps towards purchase of tools, books, equipment, etc. can 
request help either directly themselves or by proxy nomination 
through another Souldern resident OR seek a contribution towards 
the cost of essential repair work using local trades people if 
possible, when immediate hardship exists. 
 
Help has been given previously for: 

 Educational benefit to students or school leavers moving into 
higher education or undertaking apprenticeships. 

 Promoting personal development and betterment. 

 alleviating hardship in exceptional times of need, including 
Christmas Vouchers for some residents over 60 or in particular 
distress ; (PLEASE APPLY FOR AS BELOW, IF NOT ALREADY IN 
RECEIPT) 

 Contributing towards expenses incurred with frequent hospital 
visits. 

 Enabling useful employment to be gained or maintained. 
 
Please apply in writing to Susan Jones, Charity Secretary, Yew 
Cottage, Bates Lane, Souldern, OX277JU, outlining the particular 
case you wish to highlight and the committee will be pleased to 
consider it confidentially and sympathetically, within the Charity 
guidelines.  
 
Other trustees who can be contacted for information are; Chris 
Rothero, Carol Couzens, Norma Jones, Geoff Price, David Blunt 
and Sue Medhurst, who is also your contact point for allocation of 
available allotments. 

 

11:00—12:30 
Souldern Village Hall 

1st Wednesday of each month 
 

A time to meet up for a chat over a cup of coffee/tea and a 
piece of home-made cake 

All ages welcome 
(from tiny tots to silver citizens) 

 
Next get togethers 

 
Wednesday 1st August 

Wednesday 5th September 

ime to Talk 

BOWLING LEAS ALLOTMENTS—Allotment plots may be avail-
able for rental on the Bowling Leas site. If interested please 
contact Sue Medhurst on 01869 345033 for further information, 

Souldern Parish Council contact details 
 

Chairman: Nick Oakhill - 01869 345784 
Clerk: Cathy Fleet - 01869 347000 
Email: clerktosouldernparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Don’t forget to check the website for updates and other village 
information www.souldern.org 
 
Upcoming Meetings 7.30pm in the Village Hall: 
Parish Council meetings Planning meetings  
27th September    23rd August  
22nd November    25th October  

Souldern United Charity 
Charity Land—fireworks displays 

 
Anyone seeking to use Charity land for firework displays 

must ask The Charity for permission. It would also be nec-
essary to obtain and show adequate provision of insurance 
in advance. Any of the Trustees can be contacted for this 

purpose (see Souldern United Charity details on this page) 

Souldern Village Hall 100 Club  
 

June 2018 winners  
 

Number:  104 - Susie Deeley. £20:00 
Number:  158 - Mrs. D. Carey £10:00 

 

We would like to thank all that have contributed to the 
100 Club we still have quite a few numbers left if anyone 
else would like to join it is only £10:00 a year.  The Vil-

lage Hall is for our community and your support is much 
appreciated.  

 

You can contact Mary May at 2 Chapel Row  
or call 01869 341053.  

Souldern Church 

Cheese & Wine 

Another lovely evening complimented by wonderful weath-

er again this year which was hosted in the gardens of Jerry 

and Anna Stephenson—thank you both for your very kind 

hospitality and generosity. Thank you also to sponsors, and 

everyone who so kindly provided such lovely food. 

And of course a big thank you to everyone who bought 

tickets and came along to make the wonderful social occa-

sion that it always is. 
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 MOTORING NEWS 

The Souldern Wacky Races were held at the end of June. Good 

weather and loads of innovative and imaginative vehicles made 

for a really fun day for everyone. Rumours that a low-passing 

helicopter carried Bernie Ecclestone remain unsubstantiated. 

Find these photos—and more—here: http://www.souldern.org/

event-2018 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

t:  01869 250861 
m:07773 853640 
e: barrett.c3@sky.com 

 
 

PETER SOUTHAM 
 

Building &  
Home Maintenance Service 

* 

Roofing, guttering, chimney problems 
*Carpentry, fencing, brick/stonework,  

concrete paths, drives, patios & Garage Doors 
* 

Insurance approved 
*For a personal service 

Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

HEALTH AND FITNESS FOR ALL  

WITH IAN KING 

Personal Training Sessions for all age 
groups and fitness levels with Ian King, 
who is a local PT and Sports Massage 

Therapist:  

07990 580779, or 
iankingnohype@gmail.com; 

ikfitness.win 

Over 35 years’ experience of the health 
and fitness industry. Training which 

incorporates a large range of equipment 
and training methods. The potential for 

excellent results and a life changing 
decision. An ideal Birthday Gift. 

Discount for block bookings. 

IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO IMPROVE 
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        R.J. Wakelin 

 

Painting And Decorating 
Specialist 

Private/Commercial 
Interior/Exterior 

01869-243264 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

Bicester Computer 
Centre 

Making I.T. work for you 
Est. 1999 

 

Providing helpful, professional and friendly advice 

• We stock most hardware from full computers to mice, wired and wireless 
networking components. 

• We also repair and service all makes of desktop and laptop computer 
form hardware replacement to virus removal. 

• PC running slow or overheating laptop DC jack socket or screen 
broken? 

• Home visits arranged 
 

Give us a call on: 
01869 600123 or mobile 07796 486508 
 

Or pop into the shop: 
50 Bucknell Road 
Bicester 
OX26 2DG  

Local and fully independent 

Email: info@bicestercomputercentre.co.uk 
 

Website: www.bicestercomputercentre.co.uk 

Bullguard antivirus 
approved reseller with 

local support 

 

               Home Footcare 
        

Do your feet need me? 
• Toenails trimmed 

• Corns and Callus treated 

• Dry cracked heels  

• Medical Pedicure      

• Nails painted if required. 

• High quality sterilised equipment. 

• Fully qualified and insured. 
                 

Angie Ward 
           07796 881 157 

       angiefootcare@gmail.com 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

ROBERT McGARRY 
YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING & HEATING 

ENGINEER 
Hackertys Way, Mill Lane, Souldern  

Telephone:   01869 345280 

 
ROBIN JAMES  

YOUR LOCAL CARPENTER & JOINER 
Telephone:   07931 661001 

 
A L LOAKES 

Oil Fired Boiler Service & Repairs 
Tel: 01295 269718 /  07966 533524  

 
ACKERMAN & NIECE 

Purveyors of superior petroleum products 
Finest service & keenest prices to  

Three Parishes customers 
We look forward to your call 

Tel: 01869 340202    Fax: 01869 340074 
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MELS MANICURES in Fewcott 

SHELLAC & GEL MANICURES & PEDICURES 

EYE LASH EXTENSION EXPERT 

INDIVIDUAL LASHES & RUSSIAN VOLUME 

SPRAY TANNING, WAXING, FACIALS 

Please call Mel for appointments  

07704 523 682 

 

R.SPITTLE & Sons 
   

PAINTERS & DECORATORS 
  
 

 FOR ALL YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 

 
 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
 

Mobile: 07768 100156 
 

Email: geraldspittle@talktalk.net 
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hga 

 

Architectural  Consultants 

 
Drawings for new build, alterations and extensions 
Planning and Building Regulations 
Residential and Commercial 
 
 
Hamilton Gould Associates Ltd    
Tower Fields,  Souldern, Bicester  OX27 7HY 
 
Tel: 01869 345156     email: hga@towerfields.com 

 
  

   TYRES           BATTERIES 
  
 

BULLSHEAD GARAGE  
(SOULDERN) LTD 

 
01869 345281 

 
 

MOT Testing Station 
 
 

Servicing & Repairs  
to most Makes of Cars 

& Light Commercial Vehicles 
 
 

Most Credit Cards accepted 
 
 
 
EXHAUSTS             SHOCKABSORBERS 

 

N P SMITH  
PAINTING, DECORATING & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

 

Interior & Exterior Work 
Undertaken 

 

25 Years Experience 
Local & Reliable  

 

Contact Nick on 01280 840496  
  or 07979 756734 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

Kenneth Ozog 
Your local painter and decorator 

 

Free quotes 
 

Over 20 years experience 
 

The Lane, Fritwell 
 

01869 345507 or 07941 626984 
e-mail:  

k.ozog@btinternet.com 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

LOGS FOR SALE 
 

A & P BLAKE 
FORESTRY SERVICES 

 
Quality seasoned hardwood split  
logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 
 

Free Local Delivery!!! 
 

01869 277815 or 07970 258165 
 

We have 30 years experience in 
delivering logs in Oxfordshire so 

why not try us today. 
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Full Diagnostic Hearing Tests ● Latest Digital Hearing 
Aids 

 Troubleshooting/Reprogramming ● Servicing & Repairs 
 Batteries ● Noise Protection ● Swimplugs 

Up to 60 day trial period 
Practice Rooms in Horton Hospital and John Radcliffe 

Hospital ● Home Visits available. 
Souldern based family business. 
Tel. 0845 680 1227 / 07974735811 
Email: info@jameshearing.com 

www.jameshearing.com 

 
 

BOUNCY CASTLES 
Slides and Games 

 

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR CHILDRENS 
PARTY, INDOORS OR OUTDOORS 

 
FROM AYNHO AMUSEMENTS 

TEL Ed on: 01869 810808   
MOBILE: 07811 225698 

www.aynho-bouncy-castles.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 

✓ Dog Kennels 

✓ Hutches 

✓ Built to last 

 

 

We have various models & sizes  
available or we can manufacture to 

your own specifications. 
 

 

Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 
07984592080 
or visit us at: 

www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Three Parishes Magazine 
Changes afoot 

 
This issue is the last one under the care of Souldern PCC. It covers August and September. The next 
issue, coming out in October, will be the first published by the new Three Parishes Community 
Interest Company (CIC). The editor remains the same for now (Vicky Hibberd), and the appearance 
will not change enormously to begin with—gently does it! We are grateful that everyone who 
currently volunteers their time and effort to producing it will continue. We are also grateful to our 
volunteer distributors. We are looking for additional distributors because in October the magazine will 
be delivered to every household in the three parishes area, so more boots on the ground will be needed 
to do this please. The more volunteers we have, the less time each person will need to give in order to 
help. We hope that once the magazine is being delivered to everyone, there will be more offers of help 
as more people become aware of this great resource.  
 
If you think you can help in any way with the magazine in the future, either by writing something, 
taking photos, delivering in your area, or helping with editorial policy, do please get in touch with one 
of the directors of the new CIC—Vicky Hibberd 01869 345830, Helen Metcalfe, 01869 346697 or 
Ken Langdon 07850 616069. Or email editor@3parishesnews.co.uk. 
 
We are looking forward to supporting the communities of Ardley-with-Fewcott, Fritwell and Souldern 
for years to come! 
 
Ed. 


