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EDITORIAL 

February marked the one-year anniversary of 
the new Social Enterprise company that manag-
es the 3Ps magazine. Here is a brief summary 
about the company and what it has achieved so 
far. 
It was agreed at a meeting of 3Ps 
“stakeholders” in the summer of 2016 that the 
ringfencing of 3Ps finances inside Souldern 
Parochial Church Council’s accounts was un-
satisfactory for a number of reasons. It was 
agreed that to set up a non-profit making Com-
munity Interest Company (CIC) to look after the 
magazine’s affairs would be a good way to pro-
ceed. For the aims and objectives of the com-
pany see page XX of the magazine. The ring-
fenced bank account looked healthy, so once 
the CIC was set up with Companies House, one 
of the first decisions the Directors made was to 
stop charging a subscription fee for the maga-
zine and to distribute it to all households in the 
three parishes area free of charge. This helped 
with one of the CIC’s objectives which is to alle-
viate loneliness and isolation by providing infor-
mation about events, services and groups to 
everyone. 
We co-opted Nick Johnstone and Christine 
Kane on to the editorial team.  Nick has done 
sterling work in promoting and marketing the 
magazine and Christine acts as proof reader 
and is the contact for the cartoons.    
The next thing the directors considered was 
how to pay for the magazine going forward with-
out using up too much of the reserves. It was 
decided that, since the readership had effective-
ly doubled and if the magazine was spruced up, 
small and printed in colour, it was likely to be 
much more attractive to advertisers. We looked 
at the prices for advertising (which had not 
changed for at least 6 years) and at the adver-
tising rates in similar publications locally. We 
decided to increase the prices, and approach 
many more local businesses for their support. 
The great thing about this kind of publication is 
that, while advertisers do get business from it, 
they also like to be seen to support our values. 
As a result of all this, we have retained the vast 
majority of our advertisers and have attracted 
some new ones as well. We continue to look 
around for advertisers who fit our business. Our 
grateful thanks go to Val Day for her untiring 
work relating to the adverts.  
In terms of accounts, there is not much to re-

port, since the money that Souldern PCC was 
looking after did not come through in time for 
our year-end. But I can report that we raised 
£1947 from advertising and spent £1395 on 
printing costs. As you already know, Souldern 
PCC has given £2000 to each of the church 
PCCs, Souldern, Fritwell and Ardley with Few-
cott to be given to local organisations. Don’t 
forget to approach your church PCC if your 
organisation needs a bit of a financial boost for 
a special project. 
Now that the transfer of monies from Souldern 
PCC has been carried out, we are in a position 
to be looking for someone to act as Treasurer 
for the Company. If you are interested in this 
voluntary post  and have the relevant skills 
please contact any of the Directors—details on 
page 39.  
We are very much looking forward to the future 
and would like to wholeheartedly thank every-
one who supports us, either by voluntarily deliv-
ering the magazine, or by contributing or adver-
tising with us. 
Vicky Hibberd, Ken Langdon and Helen 
Metcalfe  
Directors 

Three Parishes CIC end of year report 2018/19 
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FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL, Fewcott Road, OX27 7QA 

WHITE LION PUBLIC HOUSE, Fewcott, OX27 7NZ 

ARDLEY VILLAGE HALL, Playing Fields, OX27 7PA 

FOX PUBLIC HOUSE SOULDERN, High Street, OX27 7JW  

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS 

Bicester Community Hospital OUT OF HOURS MINOR INJU-
RIES UNIT 

Saturday & Sunday  8:30am–11pm / Monday—Friday 6–11pm 
 

Piggy Lane, Bicester, Call 01865 903976—please call before you set off. 

No x-ray facilities out of hours—for breaks, go to A&E or call 999  

Age UK  0800 055 6112 Library (Adderbury) 01295 810545 

Bicester Good Neighbours 07849 799530 Mains Water  0800 316 9800  

Bicester First Aid Unit 01865 903976 Member of Parliament 01869 233685 

Bin Collection (Cherwell DC) 01295 227003 NHS non-emergency 111 

Bus services (CDC) 01295 257930  Parish Council Ardley  01869 346996  
Carers support Oxfordshire 0845 050 666 Parish Council Fritwell 01869 345830 
Church benefice office  01869 233687 Parish Council Souldern  01869 345931  

Cherwell District Council  01295 227001  Police non-emergency  101 

Citizens’ Advice  08444 111 444 Police station Bicester  01865 841148 

Comet bus Service 01865 768329 Roads and Verges  01295 227007 

Counselling (Samaritans)  116 123 RSPCA  0300 1234 999 

Counselling (children)  0800 11 11 School (Fritwell) 01869 345283 

GP—Deddington Surgery 01869 338611 Street Lights  0800 317802 
Driver Volunteers service 0300 30 30 125 Suicide helpline phone 0800 068 4141  

Electrical Power Cut  08000 727 282 Suicide helpline text 07786 209697 

Environmental Health  01295 227001 Victims of Crime  0300 1234 148 

Financial Hardship help  0800 138 1111 Village Hall Ardley  01869 346632 

Floodline  0845 988 1188 Village Hall Fritwell  01869 346624 

Food Bank  01869 357181 Village Hall Souldern  07812 501604 

Good Neighbour Scheme 07849 799530 Waste water/sewerage   0800 316 9800 

Housing (Cherwell DC) 01295 227004 Weather—Met Office 0370 900 0100  

Library (Bicester) 01869 252181 Weelchair loans 01869 345269 
Library (Banbury) 01295 262282   

USEFUL INFORMATION 

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

3 Parishes CIC management are looking for a Treasurer. This is likely to take up around 
1 hour per month with an emphasis on year-end returns in March. (see page 3) 
Souldern Village Hall is looking for committee members (see page 23) 
Volunteer Drivers for the volunteers driver service (see page 12) 
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TRANSPORT CHOICES 
 
Volunteer Connect 
Tel: 0300 30 30 125 
transport@volunteerconnect.org.uk 
www.oxonvolunteers.org 
Costs: 45p per mile 
Provides help to get to hospital and doctor 
appointments, health centres or for social 
trips like clubs and day centres. 
Not usually available for shopping trips 
 
Cherwell Community Volunteer Services 
Tel: 01295 759126 
cherwellcvs@gmail.com 
Costs: Local journeys up to 10 miles—£5 
Over 10 miles—47p per mile 
3 days notice required. Service for older 
people and those with disabilities and their 
accompanying carers. 

FREE COMET BUS SERVICE 
 
The Oxfordshire county council Comet bus 
runs every Monday (excluding bank holi-
days) from Souldern to Bicester, via Frit-
well, Fewcott, Ardley, and Bucknell. 
Notes: 
Wheelchairs can be accommodated with 
24hours notice—call 01865 768329. 

TIMETABLE SOULDERN to BICESTER MONDAYS 

OUTWARD   

SOULDERN – OPPOSITE FOX PH 10:23 

FRITWELL – OUTSIDE SCHOOL 10:26 

FEWCOTT – OPPOSITE WHITE LION 

INN 
10:28 

ARDLEY – OPPOSITE WATER LANE 10:31 

BUCKNELL – OPPOSITE BUS SHELTER 10:35 

BICESTER – MANORSFIELD STAND 7 10:45 

RETURN   

BICESTER – MANORSFIELD STAND 7 12:45 

BUCKNELL – OPPOSITE BUS SHELTER 12:55 

ARDLEY – OPPOSITE WATER LANE 12:59 

FEWCOTT – OPPOSITE WHITE LION 

INN 
13:02 

FRITWELL – OPPOSITE SCHOOL 13:04 

SOULDERN – OPPOSITE FOX PH 13:07 

BIN COLLECTIONS APRIL 

Fritwell & Souldern THURSDAYS Ardley w Fewcott WEDNESDAYS 

PRACTICAL MATTERS 

Oxfordshire Age UK do regular Computer 
Drop-in help Sessions at Banbury Library on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every month 
10am til 2pm.  
Call 01295  262282 for more information. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

If you know anyone who would like to visit or 
know more about what we offer, please pass on 
details of the school office (01869 345283) 
where our staff will make an appointment for me 
to meet and discuss their children’s very special 
educational journey. 
 
Jonathan Hart 
Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary School 

Amazing Artwork 
The children have been creating some 
brilliant artwork at Fritwell School. The 
creative arts are an important part of 
our curriculum. Here is selection of 
some of the pieces. 



7 

 
SCHOOL NEWS 
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FUN STUFF TO DO 

GROUP GARDEN HOLIDAYS 
 
Our April 2019 visit to Northumbria will soon be 
upon us. Hopefully by the time this all goes to 
press the details will have been posted out to all 39 
passengers who are joining me on what is hoped 
to be another very successful holiday. Sadly two 
people who had booked won’t be able to join us 
due to a bereavement and illness. 
A report on the visit hopefully will appear in a later 
edition of the 3parishes. 
 
The Group Holiday to Cornwall and The Scilly 
Isles should also be available to view on the North-
umbria trip, I am just waiting for hotel confirmation. 
The planned dates are Monday 20th – Friday 24th 
April 2020 but may have to be slightly tweaked. 
Proposed visits are to include The Eden Project, 
Trebah and Tresco Abbey Gardens on the Isles of 
Scilly. The details will also be sent out to those of 
you who have requested them. We are a friendly 
group of people of all ages from the surrounding 
area who have travelled together for a number of 
years. These holidays and day trips are open to all, 
membership is not required. Why not come join us, 
Good Times & Crazy Friends Make the Best Mem-
ories. 
 
Contact Jean McGarry 01869 345581or email 
mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk  
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COMMUNITY 

Unfortunately, our area has suffered from 
incidents of fly-tipping in recent weeks. Fly-
tipping is not only an eyesore, it can be a seri-
ous health hazard. It can also create a dan-
gerous environment, especially for children, 
pets and wildlife. Thames Valley Police say 
that if the problem is not dealt with quickly it 
can lead to an increase in this criminal activity. 
TVP ask members of the public who have 
witnessed fly tipping or people discarding 
drugs or drug related equipment to photo-
graph it, if this is possible, and report it to 
them by dialling 101.   Also please contact 
Cherwell District Council on 01295 227007, 
email customer.service@cherwell-
dc.gov.uk.The Council will want to remove the 
items and make the area safe. Serious litter-
ing should also be reported to the Council. In 
all cases people are urged not to attempt to 
clear up the mess themselves as it may con-
tain potentially hazardous nasties.  
 
Scam alerts 
TVP have sound advice concerning doorstep 
scams. The line-up of villains includes rogue 
traders who offer you a service you don’t real-
ly need, perhaps saying your roof needs ur-

gent repair and quoting an inflated price. Nev-
er do business with a trade ‘expert’ you know 
nothing about! Then there’s bogus officials 
who claim to be from a utilities supplier to gain 
access to your home. Always check the ID of 
any official - if they're genuine they won't mind 
waiting while you do this. 
Charity appeals can be hard to resist but a 
fraudster may pretend they're from a charity 
and ask you to donate money, clothes or 
household goods. Legitimate charities will all 
have a charity number that can be checked on 
the Charity Commission website. If you’re at 
all uncertain, just say no. Other villains may 
try the hard luck story, coming to your door 
and asking you to help them out with cash or 
to use your telephone, or claim they're feeling 
unwell. Don’t let them in. 
 
Don’t hesitate to alert the police by dialling 
101 if you are suspicious about a doorstep 
caller or a person or vehicle you may have 
seen around the local area. TVP also have a 
useful online system for reporting such things: 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/
soh/something-youve-seen-or-heard/ 

Three Parishes Crimewatch 

mailto:customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk.The
mailto:customer.service@cherwell-dc.gov.uk.The
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission
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OPINION 

People occasionally take Headbumper to 
task for being ‘national’ rather than con-
cerned with local issues. I wrote, for exam-
ple, early last year about the scourge of air 
pollution.  I wrote, ‘Unsurprisingly, air pollu-
tion is not a local problem.’  After all, we’re in 
the country not in Earls Court or Kensington, 
West London.  New data has replaced that 
opinion. 
This data has now emerged from observa-
tions made by Friends of the Earth.  Looking 
outside London, they identified the ten worst 
hot spots for pollution on the street.  The third 
worst pollution they measured after sites in 
Leeds and Doncaster was a road called 
Hennef Way coming in at 84.8 micrograms of 
nitrogen dioxide per cubic metre.  Hang on a 
minute, not Hennef Way, Banbury?  Yes, 
Hennef Way, Banbury.  So, I was in fact writ-
ing a local article not just one that addresses 
a national problem.  (To put Hennef Way in 
context the legal limit for air pollution is 49 
micrograms of nitrogen dioxide per cubic 
metre.) 
New Hampshire Department of Environment 
has published a comprehensive list of things 
that we can all do to help the situation. It’s at: 
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/
divisions/air/tsb/ams/aqmdp/share.htm 
I pick out just one or two: 

• Limit driving by carpooling, using public 

transportation, biking and walking. 

• Combine errands for fewer trips. 

Keep your automobile well-tuned and main-
tained. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions 
on routine maintenance, such as changing 
the oil and filters, and checking tire pressure 
and wheel alignment. 
I don’t regularly do any of those things. 
There is a link between air pollution and our 
health, there is also a link between air pollu-
tion and climate change.  Climate, I under-
stand, refers to how the atmosphere acts 
over a long period of time, while weather 
describes what’s happening on a much short-
er time scale. The climate can be thought of, 

in a way, as the sum of long periods of 
weather. 
Or, to use an analogy Mr. Trump, a climate 
change denier, might appreciate, weather is 
how much money you have in your pocket 
today, whereas climate is your net worth. A 
billionaire who has forgotten his wallet one 
day is not poor, any more than a poor person 
who lands a windfall of a few hundred 
pounds is suddenly rich. What matters is 
what happens over the long term. 
I finished my earlier piece on air pollution by 
stating that I was going to change the time I 
spend near Fritwell school.  Paul Cosford, 
the medical director of Public Health Eng-
land, recently told The Times it should be 
socially unacceptable to leave a car running 
near school gates.  I still think there should 
be a Park and Ride to schools,  so that par-
ents can park away from a school and their 
kids can finish off their journey to school by 
foot or in a bus.  There are lots of things we 
can do locally that would help air pollution 
and, in the long-term, climate change. 
Headbumper 
But Headbumper, you have given up driv-
ing – surely the ultimate pollution-saving 
act? Ed  

Save the date:   
Macmillan  
Coffee  
Morning  

& Table Top Sale 
Saturday 28 
September 

 
Ardley w Fewcott Community Hall 

9am – 1pm 
 

Contact Jean McGarry 01869 345581 or 
email mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk  f you are 
interested in booking a table cost £7 

From the other side of the hedgerow… 
Air pollution is a local problem 

mailto:mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk
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Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall 

Looking for a venue to hold your child’s 
or adult party, charity event, meeting or 

wedding reception? 

This year, why not book the hall for that 
special occasion? 

The spacious hall gives the children 
masses of room to run around and has 
a high roof that can easily accommo-
date a bouncy castle.  There are ceiling 
projection lights to help make your party 
or disco extra special.  

We have a well stocked kitchen and, of 
course a fantastic children’s play area 
outdoors. 

For more booking information (booking 
form with charges, term & conditions of 
of hire and payments details) visit our 
Facebook page “Ardley with Fewcott 
Village Hall”  
or email Lynne  ardleyvillagehallbook-
ings@btinternet.com  

TO BOOK  
SOULDERN VILLAGE HALL 

 
Please contact 

Kate Green—07812 501604 
souldern.villagehall@gmail.com 

 
HIRE CHARGES 

 
Souldern Groups 
£7 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) 
£40 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Deposit £50 
 
Souldern residents 
£8 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) Deposit £50 
£70 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
 
Non-Residents Hire Costs: 
£15 per hour (up to 5 hrs.)  
£130 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Deposit £100 
Block bookings 6+ sessions £14 per hour 

 
 
 

 
www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk 

Charges: First hour £10 followed by £7.50 for every hour after. Please remember to allow 
time for setup and take down. 
 
Deposit: You will be required to provide a deposit in addition to the Hire Charge. The deposit 
will be returned post-event provided all the conditions of Hire are met, the Hall has been se-
cured after use with keys returned to the key safe, and the condition of the Hall after use has 
been checked and approved as acceptable by an Officer of the Village Hall Committee.  The 
size of that deposit will normally be: 
£50 for a Fritwell Organisation (recognised as such by the Village Hall Committee) 
£100 for a Fritwell Resident 
£200 for a non-Fritwell Resident or Organisation 
 
http://www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk/village-hall-bookings/ 
 
Do you run a local business? Advertise for free on our website. See website for more info. 

VENUE HIRE 

mailto:ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com
mailto:ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com
http://www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk/
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CHARITY FOCUS 

If lack of transport is making it a struggle to 
get to and from essential appointments, or if 
you have a full driving licence, a car and some 
spare time to devote to solving this pressing 
problem, then you should call 0300 30 30 125.  
That’s the number for the North Oxfordshire 
Volunteer Driver Service. A service which 
helps people in Cherwell who find public 
transport unsuitable, and who have no reason-
able alternative. 
Established in 2012 by Citizens Advice, it has 
40 volunteer drivers delivering around 200 

journeys for 700 registered users doing over 
5,000 miles a month. Drivers don’t charge for 
their time, but passengers pay a 45p a mile 
charge to help cover the fuel cost. This works 
out significantly cheaper than a taxi fare.  
While many trips are to hospitals and GP sur-
geries, the service also does invaluable work 
in providing people at risk of social isolation 
with the transport they need to visit relatives or 
to access other social opportunities. 
 
Keith Davies, who heads up the operation, 
explains how the system works. ‘It starts with 
the passenger phoning us with details of their 
appointment. This gets entered into our com-
puter software, which will match it with poten-
tial drivers for that journey. Office volunteers 
then contact these drivers until one accepts 

the journey, so we need to be given at least a 
few days’ notice by passengers – ideally a few 
weeks – to give us time to ring around and 
make the necessary arrangements.’ 
The Service always welcomes new volunteer 
drivers and is promoting this through social 
media. Keith stresses that flexibility is the key, 
with no minimum commitment and drivers 
stipulating their availability and preferences, 
such as undertaking only short runs or not 
doing morning journeys.  
 

Drivers need to let their insurance company 
know about their involvement in the scheme, 
but mostly this does not affect their policy. As 
for the ‘income’ from making the trips, the 45p 
mileage charge is in line with HMRC’s Ap-
proved Mileage Allowance Payment and tax 
free, but as Keith says, ‘no-one gets rich on 
it!’.  
 
Despite its important work, the future of the 
Service is not secure. Funding is from Cher-
well District Council, whose budget is under 
great pressure. One possible alternative 
source is sponsorship by local companies, 
particularly those with motor industry connec-
tions, such as the Formula 1 teams that have 
their bases in the area. 

Charity profile: North Oxfordshire Volunteer Driver Service 
A vital service for elderly, isolated and vulnerable people  

Left to right: Brenda Carter – Volunteer Telephone Opera-
tor; Keith Davies - Transport Manager; John Bartlett –  
Volunteer Driver 
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STUDENTS: FEWCOTT FUEL ALLOTMENT 
TRUST 

 
IF you are about to go to university or are 
already on a course. 
IF you are in some form of job-related train-
ing, or 
IF you attend other classes, say in the even-
ing, to learn vocational skills,  
AND You are a resident of Fewcott or the 
surrounding area then FEWCOTT FUEL AL-
LOTMENT TRUST a small local charity may 
be able to assist you with a grant for books or 
other items or tools you require in connection 
with your studies. 
The Trust has helped a number of local resi-
dents needing to purchase books and art 
equipment in connection with university and 
college courses.  
Please apply in writing with your contact de-
tails, what you need to buy, and why you 
think you should be considered for a grant to: 
 
Tikki Potter, 1 Ploughley Close (Tel.346709) 
Nicki Lewis, Penlington, Fritwell Road (Tel. 
345424) 
Madeleine Horn, 19 Russet Road 
(Tel.346621) 
This is a village charity and has NO connec-
tion with any outside agency. It was set up 
some years ago from proceeds from the sale 
of land. Interest on these moneys is for the 
benefit of villagers. 

Souldern United Charity 
Registered Charity number 1002942 

 
A local Charitable Trust to provide financial 
help, support and relief confidentially to 
residents and affiliates of the village 
community. 
Anyone in need of financial assistance, 
perhaps towards purchase of tools, books, 
equipment, etc. can request help either 
personally or by proxy nomination through 
another Souldern resident OR seek a 
contribution towards the cost of essential 
repair work using local trades people, when 
immediate hardship exists. 
 
Help has been given previously for: 

•Educational benefit to students or school 
leavers moving into higher education or 
undertaking apprenticeships. 

•Promoting personal development. 

•Alleviating hardship in exceptional times of 
need, including Christmas Vouchers for some 
residents over 60 or in particular distress. 

•Contributing towards expenses incurred with 
frequent hospital visits. 

•Enabling useful employment to be gained or 
maintained. 
 
Please apply in writing to Susan Jones, 
Charity Secretary, Yew Cottage, Bates Lane, 
Souldern, OX277JU, outlining the particular 
case you wish to highlight and the committee 
will be pleased to consider it confidentially 
and sympathetically, within the Charity 
guidelines.  
 
Other trustees who can be contacted for 
information are; Chris Rothero, Carol 
Couzens, Norma Jones, Geoff Price, David 
Blunt and Sue Medhurst, who is also your 
contact point for allocation of allotments. 
 
Souldern United Charity 
Charity Land—fireworks displays 
Use of Charity land for firework displays 
requires permission. Adequate provision of 
insurance must be provided. Any of the 
Trustees can be contacted for this purpose 
(see Souldern United Charity details above). 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOODS in April 

• Small bags of sugar (500g) 

• Tinned rice pudding 

• Tinned tomatoes 

• Tinned fish 

• Long life milk 
 
29a Market Square, Bicester, OX26 6AG  
01869 357181 / info@bicester.foodbank.org.uk 
Contact your GP, Vicar or Citizens’ Advice if you 
need us. 

SUPPORT 
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CHURCH MESSAGE 

Three days that changed the world 
 
 

On Good Friday the cross of Jesus was the most stupendous act of 
love the world has ever known. On that cross, the life of God’s Son 
came to a dramatic and extremely  cruel end, through crucifixion by 
the Romans. Jesus died, taking with Him the guilt, shame and punish-
ment we deserve ourselves. This was and still is the greatest act of 
love shown to mankind.  

Jesus became a substitute for our failures, summed up in the word 
‘sin’; not a very popular word now in our secular 21st century. His lov-
ing sacrifice stands for ever and the wonder of it all is that we can experience the love of Jesus 
personally.  

Then on the third day came the Resurrection, whereby after Jesus died, He was buried in a 
tomb, but God the Father raised His Son. Bursting from the tomb, He meets us with our wounds 
of past mistakes, errors and hurts, radiant with Easter’s forgiveness and healing. As God raised 
His conquering Son, the Christian message proceeded to topple over great empires, to form the 
framework of our civilisation, to give culture the very best in music and art, and to become the 
teacher of our conscience. Ultimately the cross of love and the resurrection of power makes 
sense of our existence.          

On a more personal note, when we returned as a family from Rwanda, my wife, Hope, was ill 
and I needed to find work to support the family. I was invited to become a Lay Pastoral Worker at 
Waltham Abbey in Essex. I will always remember my Vicar taking a funeral in the magnificent 
Abbey Church. As the coffin was carried in, loud and clear from the back of the procession, the 
words rang out “I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE”. John 11:25       

My heart leapt! Resurrection and Life. Jesus was promising me Life in this world and a Resur-
rected Life in the next. How could I not receive this offer! As these words echoed through the 
Abbey, in that moment, I knew there was a certain life beyond the grave and a life to be lived out 
with Him now. 

What is so important concerning the Easter message is that our Lord did not lie. Jesus repeated-
ly taught his disciples that He had to go up to Jerusalem, where He would be betrayed into the 
hands of men. They would murder Him and after three days He would rise again. Mark 9:31  

We who believe in this become an Easter People, recognizing the marks of our Lord’s wounds, 
to love and forgive us, knowing there is much more to come. In a sense, this earthly life is only 
but the cover of a book; the real story will be found in the pages yet to come, in eternal life.  

With Easter joy           

  Geoff 

Rev Geoff Price 01869 346262 geoffandhope@yahoo.com 

David Taylor 01869 226906 davidtaylor_3@outlook.com 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

Services described as 1662, Matins or Evensong follow the traditional form as laid  out in The Book of 
Common Prayer. Services described as CW (Common Worship) use modern language and follow the 
revised form given in the Common Worship Service and Prayer Book. 
Services described as Family Worship or Contemporary Worship are suitable for all ages, including chil-
dren.  

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   

BENEFICE OFFICE (Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:30-2:30) 
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

  
Ardley                       

St Mary's 
St Olave's    
Fritwell 

St Mary's     
Lower 
Heyford            

& Caulcott 

St James      
Somerton 

ABVM            
Souldern 

St Mary's     
Upper 
Heyford 

Heyford                     
Park  

Chapel 

31-
Mar 

10:30                                 
Mothering Sunday                  
@ St Mary's Ardley 

11:00  Moth-
ering Sun-

day + APCM  

9:30             
Mothering 
Sunday  
Service 

9:30            
Mothering 
Sunday  
Service 

8:30                
HC 

11:00            
Mothering 
Sunday           
Service  

7-
Apr 

8.30am 
1662  

11am         
   Morning 
Prayer + 
APCM 

11am                    
1662 HC 

6pm                  
Evensong 

11am              
Matins 

9:30 Holy 
Communion  

11.00am 
Morning          
Service 

14-
Apr 

  
8:30am 
1662 HC 

11am Benefice Communion Service -Souldern 
11.00am                  
Morning            
Service  

15-
Apr 

  
7:30      

Compline 
        10:00 HC 

16-
Apr 

7:30    
Compline 

  10:00 HC         

17-
Apr 

        
7:30           

Compline 
    

18-
Apr 

            
7:00                    

Passover 
meal & HC 

19-
Apr 

      
3:00               

An hour at 
the cross 

      

21-
Apr 

6:30am 
Sonrise 

11am         
 Easter HC 

11am           
Easter HC  

6pm              
Evensong  

9.30am 
Easter HC 

9.30am 
Easter HC 

11.00am         
Easter     

Communion  

28-
Apr 

9.30am 
Morning 
Service 

6pm      
Evensong 

11am    
Family Com-

munion 

9.30am 
Family             
Service  

10.30am 
Family 
Church  

8.30am  
1662 HC + 
APCM to 
follow 

11am              
Morning              
Service 

5-
May 

8.30am 
1662  

11am         
Morning 
Prayer  

11am            
1662 HC 

6pm              
Evensong 

11am               
Matins 

5:00               
Flower         
Festival  
Service 

11.00am 
Communion 
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CHURCH NEWS 

LENT 2019 
Refreshing our Faith 

A series of talks 
And discussions 

Thursday evenings 7:30pm 
 

4th April 
St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

Does God heal today 
And the Christian battle 

11th April StOlave’s Fritwell 
Should I tell others & making the most of the 

rest of my life 

18thApril —NB: 7:00pm Passover Meal and 
Holy Communion Heyford park Chapel 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  

April 18th 7:00pm 

PASSOVER MEAL &  

HOLY COMMUNION  

for adults and young people over 11 

Heyford Park Chapel 

Please contact Geoff & Hope to book 
your place and specify any food aller-

gies 

Tel: 346262   Mob: 07795 554 102 

geoffandhope@yahoo.com 

 

‘ True Stories of how God acts today’ 

by Hope Price 
The Reading Room  
Upper Heyford 
OX25 5LG 

All Welcome 

The Forum 
Tuesday 7th 
May 7:30pm 

 

If you are interested In art and creativity, 

no matter how inexperienced, Create offers 

you the opportunity to experiment, create or 

just watch and enjoy the fellowship                                                        

If you would like to Join us please do come 

along 

Monday evenings  

7:30pm 

Heyford  Park Chapel  

Family Church  

Sunday 28th April 

10:30 am                     

 St Mary’s Church, Souldern 

Messy Church 

28th April 4:00pm                                     

St Olave’s Fritwell 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Ardley St Mary’s Church news and events 
 
CHURCHYARD SPRING TIDY-UP 2019: This is 
a reminder about the Churchyard Springtime 
Tidy-up which will take place on Saturday 13th 
April 2019 from 10am. Please do come along 
and lend a hand to make the Churchyard spick 
and span for Easter (April 21st). Wear old 
clothes and gloves and bring whatever tools you 
can if possible. We will work on tree ivy, over-
grown graves and brushwood as well as the ivy 
on the walls. The Trees of Heaven are pushing 
up suckers again and need attention. Finally 
one of the first grass mowings will be done. 
 
SIDESPERSONS ROTA FOR APRIL/MAY 2019: 
31 Mar BENEFICE SERVICE (see 3Ps for Ven-
ue); 7 Apr 1662 (8.30m) HC Brian Gilpin; 14 Apr 
Val Williams; 21 Apr Barbara Gow; 28 Apr John 
Poole; 5 May 1662 (8.30m) HC Angela Cham-
berlain;12 May Gill Simmonds. 
 
EASTER 2019: Easter is later this year but there 
will be a special Easter Day Dawn Service start-
ing at 6.30am in St. Mary’s Church A-w-F, fol-
lowed by a procession into the Church. After-
wards there will be a breakfast of things to eat 
and drink for those who would like to stay to-
gether with the traditional handing out of Easter 
Eggs to those who attend. Do come along if you 
can. 
 
THE LENTEN STUDIES: These are proving 
popular and will continue each Thursday even-
ing from 7.30-9pm at different venues, giving by 
Geoff and David until just before Easter. For 
details see the pew sheets or on the web or 
read here 4/4/19 at Lower Heyford; 11/4/19 at 
Fritwell and finally 18/4/19 at Heyford Park. 
 
WALK OF WITNESS IN BICESTER: This will be 
at 10.30am at St. Edburghs on Friday, 19th April 
2019. This is a very moving occasion some-
times with an enactment of the Crucifixion of 
Christ during the walk. 
 
AWF Church 49ers Club: We are most anxious 
to have one or two new members join the Club 
so perhaps newcomers to the Village might like 
to know something more about the game. DO 
GET IN TOUCH WITH ME on 345269 when I 
can explain more fully what it entails. No com-
pulsion, but I will be delighted to speak to you. 
Madeleine Gilpin  

Messy Church! 
 

28th April 4.00-5.30pm 
at St Olave’s Church, 
 North Street, Fritwell 

 
All ages are welcome for a 

time of  
 craft, stories, celebration 

and food.  
  

Children need to bring  
an adult! 

Everyone welcome - just 
come along! 

 
Admission Free  
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

GENERAL NEWS 

CHRISTINE WHEELER WRITES: It is now 
three months since my dear Peter died. I 
didn’t think I would ever get over it, but I 
know that life goes on, even though you are 
missing someone terribly. I would just like to 
thank all my friends in Ardley and Fewcott, 
for their lovely cards and kind wishes and to 
say a big thank you for the comfort you have 
given me. Special thanks must go to Rev 
Geoff Price and his wife, Hope, and also to 
so many others who offered their comfort, 
support and help to me when I most needed 
it. 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO BE VIGILANT: 
A message came through about a couple of 
suspicious characters peering through a resi-
dent’s windows whilst their van was parked 
outside the house with its engine running. 
When challenged the reply was they were 
looking for somewhere to park their van! So 
be aware there are some villains about. BE 
WATCHFUL, QUESTION STRANGERS 
AND BE CAREFUL ABOUT YOUR PROP-
ERTY. If you are worried phone the police. 
 
Please continue to keep an eye on lonely, 
poorly or elderly neighbours and of course 
Mr. Brahmbhatt of Fewcott House is always 
delighted when anyone can visit residents 
there. Just give them a call on 01869/345501 
if you can spare a moment or two for a chat. 
Why not go along and meet some of the resi-
dents.  
 
REMINDER: A-w-F Fuel Charity has two 
Village wheelchairs and a walker available to 
all local residents if and when needed. These 
are held at Millwood, Water Lane 
(Tel:01869/345269). 
DURING THE LITTERBLITZ it was noted 
that some dog walkers are kindly bagging 
their dog’s waste BUT then leaving the bags 
to decorate paths and even tree and shrubs, 
especially on the Quarry Field where most 
dog walkers exercise their pets. PLEASE 
DON’T DO THIS but do take your dog litter 
bags home OR put them in the four RED dog 
bins around the Village. There are two on or 
near the Wood and Quarry Field as well as 

one on the footpath to the White Lion and 
another at the beginning of Water Lane. 
PLEASE DO NOT USE THE YELLOW LIT-
TER BINS as these are for ordinary litter and 
are emptied by volunteers. 
 
AFECT NEWS: AFECT has still got no further 
with its researches of where to about three 
substantial bench type seats for the Quarry 
Field but it is hoped to complete this investi-
gation soon. The wild flower seeds should 
also soon be planted in the quarry field close 
to the railway embankment and some lost 
young saplings should be re-planted, hope-
fully, shortly. With the offers from five resi-
dents, willing to act as advisers to the Club 
for which we are most grateful, we will hold a 
friendly gathering to introduce ourselves 
probably at the Annual General Meeting in 
May. If anyone in the Village has expertise 
and/or environmental and ecological 
knowhow AFECT would love to hear from 
you to see if you can advise them. This 
would NOT involve you in attending Meetings 
but merely to obtain some help with your 
scientific knowledge. Do get in touch with 
either Mike Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine 
Gilpin on 345269 and we will explain further.  
 
ANNUAL A-W-F LITTERBLITZ: On a bitterly 
cold weekend, due to the extremely strong 
and bitingly cold north easterly winds gusting 
at around 60/70mph on SATURDAY 9th and 
SUNDAY 10th MARCH a grand crowd of 
volunteers from little children to adults came 
along to help make A-w-F look truly dreamy. 
And so a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to Char-
lotte, Steve E, Millistar, Deven, Florence and 
Eva; Mark and Louise; Brian and Madeleine; 
Mick; Geoff and Jan; Joey and Joe; Paul and 
Janet (twice); Madeleine; Steve V; Mike; 
Hugh and Tikki; Karl; Gareth, Becky, Amelie 
and Evie; Sian and several other wonderful 
Village residents who tidied up around their 
own homes which resulted in a truly remarka-
ble and amazingly beautiful looking Village 
(including the entry and exit roads to the 
place). Thank you all so very much. It was a 
really great result.  

tel:01869/345269
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

Community Café 

every Tuesday 

10.30 to 11.30 

Ardley with Fewcott  

village hall 

AwF 200 Club Draw 
Winners 
Feb 2019 

 
41  H Sawyer £50 
76  B Derrick £20 
105 J Hailey £15 
96   O Shellard £10 



20 

 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

Hello and I welcome you back to the Ardley 
and Fewcott Gardening Club newsletter 
which as you know gives an insight into Gar-
dening Club activities and invites you all to 
join in with events as you do not need to live 
in either Ardley or Fewcott to join and you 
can join at any time of the year. Currently the 
Club has 91 members. The annual fee July 
2018 to June 2019 is £5 although, if you wish 
to join now until the AGM in June, the pro 
rata cost is £2 so it’s a bargain and you can 
see if you like what you experience. Member-
ship gives access to a reduced cost on most 
events and so it’s easy to make up your 
membership fee. 
As I said in the last news-letter we continue 
to use the grant for the OCF to subsidise 
some events. Forty-two members and friends 
joined us on the 13th February for the soup 
luncheon. We had a choice of three delicious 
home-made soups, once again provided by 
the local firm PRP and we thank Jennie for 
her support. Afterwards members had home-
made cakes, teas and or coffees. The cakes 
were provided and baked by members and 
the Committee. The Club appreciates the 
continued support of the OCF which enables 
events to be subsidised and keeps costs 
down. 
 
So, what else is on offer I hear you ask. Well 
On Thursday 11th April, Chris Day from Buck-
ingham Nurseries will be visiting the Club 
again for one of his engaging talks which will 
start at 1.30. The cost to members is £3 and 
for non-members £4. All these events will be 
held in the Ardley and Fewcott Village Hall. 
On Sunday 12th May, the Club trip will be to 
Kathy Brown’s Garden and it will include 
afternoon tea. We are able to subsidise this 
trip again from the same OCF grant.  
The final event of our 2018 to 2019 pro-
gramme is the AGM which will be held on 
Friday, 14th June at 7.00pm in the Ardley and 
Fewcott Village Hall. The AGM will be fol-
lowed by a social evening. Then we restart 
our annual programme, of 2019 to 2010, with 
a cream tea on Sunday 21st July, the Annual 

Produce Show on 10th August and the Gar-
dening Club Northumberland holiday starting 
9th September. The rest of the twelve-month 
programme will be available at the AGM. All 
the above events are open to all and so if 
you are currently not a member contact Sue 
Howkins for more information. Sue’s tele-
phone number is at the bottom of this article.  
Further details and booking slips for all the 
above events will be provided in due course. 
If you have difficulty attending any of our 
events please contact one of the Committee 
so that transport can be arranged. If you are 
not a member but would like to join us to see 
what goes on please contact one of the 
Committee. 
 
Just to let you know that we have one dou-
ble/twin room left on the Gardening Club’s 
2019 holiday to Northumberland: 9th Septem-
ber to 13th September. As I’ve written before 
it promises to be an exceptional holiday at a 
beautiful time of year. The holiday includes 
visits to the RHS garden of Harlow Carr, 
Alnwick House and Gardens, Cragside 
House and Gardens and Harrogate. Plus, we 
will also be visiting the amazing open-air 
living history museum of Beamish. We will 
stay in 4-star accommodation and travel by 
executive coach and all for the price of £419. 
The holiday can be confirmed by completing 
a booking form with a £15 deposit. No other 
money is due until June 2019. Contact Jenny 
Price on 07795947014 for more details. 
 
Chairperson/ Holiday Coordinator: Jenny 
Price – 07795947014 
Secretary/Show Co-ordinator: Denise Turner 
– 01869 345250 / 07925546735 
Treasurer: Ian Turner – 01869 345250 / 
07825546735 
Events Secretary: Sue Howkins – 01869 
369422 & 07768989448 
Events Secretary: Elaine Greenwood – 
01865 376860 & 07516007343 
Fund Raiser: Sue Girling - 01869 345443 
Committee members: Carole Hennings, Ann 
Mulligan and Marianne Want. 

Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club 
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FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL  
CUSHION CLUB 
FILM NIGHT 

Monthly screening.  
Pay annually or on the night. 

3rd Friday of the month 
doors open 7.30, film starts at 8 
Wine bar open 
ice cream in the interval 
www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk  
Or call 01869 346697 

FRITWELL NEWS 

Fritwell Village Hall Committee 
 

Chinese New Year Celebration Night at FVH 
was a fun night with good food. 
 
BINGO will be held in the Hall the last 
Wednesday in the month. Doors open 7.30pm. 
Refreshments available. Lots of Prizes to be 
won. A friendly welcome awaits you. Bingo 
dates 24th April, 29th May, 26th June, 31st July, 
28th August, 25th September, 30thOctober, 
27th November. 
 
QUIZ NIGHT every Thursday. Doors open 
8.30pm. The Bar is open with great value 
beers and wines. You will be made very wel-
come. Quiz participation is not compulsory, 
come along and enjoy a drink with friends. 
 
www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk see p11 for 
hire information. 
 
Char-Char Chimps, Wednesdays 10am 
 
Our AGM will be on Tuesday 9th April 2019 at 
8pm. Everyone welcome. 
  
Future Live Mic Nights Sunday 7th April and 
Sunday 7th May. The Bar will be open. Please 
come along, from 7.30pm. These nights are 
very popular 
  
Fish and Chips Night. More information in 
the next 3 Parishes. 
  
Broadband Connection in FVH coming soon. 
New Noticeboard will soon be finished. 
 
Check out the clearance of the overgrown 
vegetation at FVH.  

FRITWELL  
OPEN GARDENS 

    
SUNDAY 16 JUNE 

2019 
 

Put it in your diary, on 
your calendar and tell 

your friends! 
 

All proceeds in aid of St 
Olave’s Church  

 
If you would like to lend 

your support to this event 
or would like further  
information please  

contact Mike Dockrey 
(01869 345178) 

Fritwell scout group 

Jumble Sale 

Saturday 11 May 2pm 

Fritwell village hall 

http://www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk/
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FRITWELL NEWS 

On March 12th was the AGM held in the Fritwell 
Village Hall. 59 members joined the club includ-
ing 18 from Ardley, 3 from Souldern, 5 from 
Bicester and 33 from Fritwell. The new pro-
gramme  of events planned for the coming year 
was received. In previous years you could only 
join in the month of March the committee have 
changed that rule so you can join any time 
through the year as long as you are 60 years 
old. 
The chairperson’s report was first. In that report 
an account of grants applied for by Helen 
Metcalfe which have been successful. Thank 
you Helen. Fritwell Parish Council gave us 
£500.00 gratefully received and £300.00 from 
Oxford Community Foundation which will be 
used towards transport cost and the trip to The 
Mary Rose.  
Thanks were given to Denise Turner for all her 
hard work over the years  Denise has stepped 
down from the committee due to other commit-
ments and will be sadly missed. Thanks were 
given to all the Committee members for their 
work during the year. A good team effort all 
round. 

The treasurer’s report was next. We have a 
healthy bank balance thanks to grants, raffles 
and the 90s club which is run by Sue Girling. A 
grand total of £660.00 was raised for the club. 
A new committee was elected and we are de-
lighted to report that we have two new mem-
bers Jackie Flynn and Sue Girling. 
After the raffle and 90 club draw, Chris Stokes 
had a music quiz for us all to do. Tea and 
cakes were then given out which were very 
kindly made by Denise Turner.  
The latest lucky numbers to win the 90s club 
were Robert Girling number 37 and Barbara 
Fathers number 67. 
Our first outing of the year to Malmesbury Ab-
bey in Wiltshire is on Tuesday April 9th.The 
coach will leave Souldern at 10am and pick up 
at the usual places on the way. The cost to 
members is £14.00. Please let Vivienne Har-
ding or Doreen Reeves know if you wish to join 
us. 
If you would like any further details of future 
meetings please phone Vivienne on 01869 
346771 or Glynis on 01869 345319. 

Forget Me Not Club 

At the meeting in March we approved the budg-
et for 2019/20 and amended the cemetery pric-
ing in line with increases in costs. The new 
mowing contractor is now signed up and ready 
to go as soon as weather permits. The broken 
cemetery gatepost will soon be mended too. All 
this information and more may be found on our 
website www.fritwell.org.uk 
The next jobs are to prepare the end of year 
accounts and to elect a new parish council in 
May. From this year, owing to the expansion in 
population, there will be 7 places on the council 
instead of 6. There have been some articles in 
this magazine all about parish councils. If you 
think you’d like to stand as a councillor, or help 
in any way, do contact the clerk who will point 
you in the right direction for information. clerk-
fritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com 
The Spring Litterblitz will have been done by 
the time you read this and it is hoped that a 
clean and tidy village promotes clean and tidy 
habits. Thanks to all who came along to help 
and special thanks to John and Mark Reeves 
who have been doing more regular litter-picking 
in the village. 

We have had some very disappointing inci-
dents of fly-tipping in the last couple of months 
and Cherwell District Council is asking people 
to be vigilant and report any evidence or sight-
ings (do not approach fly-tippers yourself). The 
contact for this is http://your.cherwell.gov.uk/
LocalView/Sites/ReportIt/ or telephone 01295 
227007. 
Our next meeting will be the AGM on Monday 
May 13th when we will welcome the new coun-
cil. 
The Annual Parish Meeting will also be held on 
Monday May 13th and as a resident of Fritwell 
this is your opportunity to speak about any and 
all issues pertaining to our parish. It is a meet-
ing of the people of the parish, not a parish 
council business meeting. The parish council 
members will be present however, and will use 
it as an opportunity to find out what residents 
are interested in, and listen to concerns or new 
ideas for the future. 
If you would like to have a particular issue add-
ed to the agenda of the Annual Parish Meeting, 
please contact the clerk, stating briefly what the 
issue is and who intends to speak about it. 

Parish Council 

mailto:clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com
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SOULDERN NEWS 

 ime to talk 
     Souldern Village Hall 

11:00—12:30 
1st Wednesday of each month 
A time to meet up for a chat over a cup 
of coffee/tea and a piece of home-made 

cake 
Raffle and  Book Exchange 

All ages welcome 

(from tiny tots to silver citizens) 

Next get-together 

Wednesday 3rd April 
Wednesday 1st May 

Souldern Village Hall is currently seeking 
volunteers from the Village to join it’s 
Committee. We meet 4 times a year and 
the meetings involve discussing new ide-
as and implementing them on how best 
the Village Hall 
can be used. 
Contact: Mary 
May - 01869 
341053 or drop 
a note into 3 
Chapel Row, 
Souldern.  

SOULDERN VILLAGE 

HALL A.G.M  

THURSDAY 11th 

APRIL 2019 7pm 

SOULDERN PARISH COUNCIL UPCOMING MEETINGS  
7.30pm Village Hall 

 
25 April (planning) 
23 May  
27 June (planning) 
25 July 
 
Cathy Fleet (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer)  parishclerk@souldern.org 
Souldern Parish Council Members 
Nick Oakhill (Chairman) The Barn House 01869 345784 NickOakhill@souldern.org 
Chris Rothero: Sunnybank    Kirsty Allpress: 4 Cotswold Court     
Alan Smith: Westend House   John Hoodless: Grannys Cottage 
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SOULDERN NEWS 
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 NEIGHBOURHOOD 

The line-up for this year’s Front Row Festival of 
independent music is rich in diversity and talent, 
featuring some of the best independent artists 
from the local area and around the UK. The 
event attracts many artists who have played for 
BBC Radio 1, Radio 2, Radio 6 and a range of 
local radio stations. Some have also been high-
lighted on BBC Music Introducing, BBC Radio’s 
platform for supporting unsigned, undiscovered 
and under-the-radar UK talent. 
Acts signed up as The Three Parishes went to 
press include top independent band Desperate 
Journalist. The band are continually touring and 
their recently released third album has received 
great critical acclaim as well as entering the 
Indie Charts at No 22. Also look out for multi 
instrumentalist country singer-songwriter Devon 
Mayson. A favourite of Whispering Bob Harris, 
Devon has featured in the iTunes charts and 
been voted Best Newcomer in the Country Mu-
sic Awards. 
From Manchester comes highly acclaimed 
female folk singer Little Sparrow, while the south 
west is represented by Saint Loe. A quartet play-
ing feelgood pop music, they have been played 
across local radio and were recently BBC Radio 
Bristol’s house band. It’s not all guitars - Pluck-
ing Different, the UK's foremost rocking electric 
ukulele band, will also be appearing. 
Local talent performing includes rock band 
Empyre, who recently were voted in the top ten 
of new live bands by Rock and Roll magazine. 
Local born singer-songwriter Harry Pane, who 
was awarded Best Original Act PRS for Music, 
will be returning after playing the 2017 festival. 
This autumn he is off on tour supporting Maril-
lion, where he gets to play some renowned ven-
ues including The Royal Albert Hall. Also ap-
pearing at Front Row will be Jaguar Milk, a re-

cently formed band based on Fritwell and 
Souldern.  
The event, which will be staged at the Fritwell 
playing field on Saturday 29th June, is family 
friendly with attractions for all ages. Children's 
entertainment includes circus skills workshops, a 
craft tent and a climbing wall. All these activities 
are free and with all primary school children 
getting  free entry, it’s great value.  There will be 
food stands, ice cream, sweet stalls and face 
painting, while for the thirsty there is an attrac-
tive array of beverages, including real ale, cider, 
gin and Pimms. 

Front Row Festival was first held in 2016. Enthu-
siastic local volunteers play a key role in organ-
ising and staging the event and, together with 
providing great entertainment, the Festival sup-

ports charitable causes. 
This year the Humming-
bird Cancer Care Cen-
tre in Bicester, Kathe-
rine House Hospice, 
Thames Valley Air Am-
bulance and Cats Pro-
tection will all benefit – 
another excellent rea-
son for coming along on 
29th June. 
Get your tickets: 
www.frontrowfest.co.uk 

Top music acts coming to Fritwell 

FRONT ROW FESTIVAL COMPETITION!! 
 
Win a family ticket (admits 2 adults and up 
to 4 children) by answering the following: 
 
Q In which year was FRF first held? 
 
Send in your answer:  

• Twitter: @3parishesnews 

• Facebook: DM our facebook page 

• email editor@3parishesnews.co.uk  

• phone 07788 560174  
 
Include: your name, your phone number 
and the answer to the question by April 30th 
 
The winner will be announced in the June 
issue of the 3Ps magazine: 

Good luck! 

http://www.frontrowfest.co.uk
mailto:editor@3parishesnews.co.uk
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What a joy it is to see the shoots coming out 
on the trees and shrubs and of course al-
ready the willows have ‘that look’ about them. 
It shouldn’t be long now before all our trees 
will be wearing their springtime ‘dresses’ of 
so many variations of young leaf colour right 
from pink to olive green and yellow.  
 
A lovely time of year. Already the blackthorn 
is in full bloom and some hawthorn hedges 
are fully leafed. I noticed an alder at Ardley 
Wood had its topmost branches in full flower 
which is so exciting at the beginning of 
March. Cherry, Almond and many other 
young trees in our gardens are in full bloom 
and this, also, is so uplifting.  
 
I heard my first blackbird singing at 5.30am a 
couple of mornings ago and he has returned 
daily since then, so the first days of the Dawn 
Chorus birdsong is here already. That cannot 
be bad, can it? During the morning when 
cycling around it is wonderful to hear the 
birds doing their best to attract mates and the 
sound of skylarks, chaffinches, robins, great 
and blue tits, greenfinches, green woodpeck-
ers and red kites (skimming over the low cut 
hedgerows, amazingly, whilst buzzards soar 
overhead) makes such a difference to your 
mood, not to mention the sight of so many 
lovely coloured garden flowers and shrubs 
such camellias, magnolias, daffodils, prim-
roses, pansies, grape hyacinths, scillas, hel-
lebores and you name it, and of course the 
grass is growing and needs a bit of a trim 
now.  
 
Then there are the wild flower varieties such 
as birdseye (germander speedwell), purple 
dead nettle, dog mercury (bordering the verg-
es especially) and even a few dandelions 
(already), but my word wasn’t that cold north 
easterly wind at the weekend of 9th/10 March 
a killer? It nearly flew your socks off it was so 
bitingly cold, even though the sun was shin-
ing. It is that time of year when the old 
rhyme, ‘March winds and April showers, bring 
forth May flowers’ seems somehow or other 
to have got slightly out of kilter since the May 

flowers are here already!  
 
Ardley Churchyard is a picture at the moment 
with masses of celandines and many patches 
of primroses, but I was so disappointed to 
see that the very first patch of daffodils by 
Ardley wood had been thoughtlessly picked 
by someone so that we were all deprived of 
our few yellow daffs. Luckily other patches 
are beginning to flower now and gardens are 
full of colour, thank goodness! 

Bucknell has a thriv-
ing WI that is open to 
women of all ages. 
We meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each 
month (except Au-
gust) in the Village 
Hall at 7.30 p.m. and our activities cover a 
wide range of subjects both social and edu-
cational and including occasional outings 
and visits. There is also the opportunity to 
join other WIs for talks and coach outings or 
to learn a new skill at the WI College in 
Marcham. 
  
We are a friendly group and enjoy our-
selves at meetings and events, we wel-
come visitors. Do come along and meet us 
or for more details call Mrs Kate Hedges 
01869 242169.  

OUTDOORS 

Don’t forget—advertise with us! 
ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 

Tel: 07833 383 563 

Madeleine’s Countryfile 

Imagine if  

BANANAS  

was spelt with any other vowel... 
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WALKIES! 

Ardley Woods Quarry—BBOWT site 
 

4 miles north-west of Bicester OX27 7NU  
 
Historic site 
This quarry and nearby railway cutting have 
geological features of national importance - as 
well as abundant wildlife. The layered bare 
limestone rock faces give a fascinating insight 
into the site's Jurassic past (more than 160 
million years ago). Medieval earthworks give 
Ardley Wood Quarry archaeological interest 
too. 
 
A rich mix 
Scrub, woodland and rough grassland make 
up the diverse array of habitats. Several sea-
sonal ponds (which dry out in summer) pro-
vide breeding places for frogs and great crest-
ed newts. Enjoy the first signs of spring with 
cowslips, primroses, blue bugle flowers and a 
carpet of violets. In summer, look out for the 
common spotted-orchid and bee orchid, and 
later the purple flowers of the autumn gentian 
are usually seen on the quarry floor. 
 
Butterflies basking 
This warm, sheltered site is good for butter-
flies, which are not deterred by the occasional 
passing train. You might be able to catch sight 
of grizzled skipper, dingy skipper and green 
hairstreak butterflies, especially near the quar-
ry floor. Marbled white butterflies can be spot-
ted in the taller grassy areas. 
 
Wonders of the woods 
As well as the plentiful butterflies all around 
the site, woodland birds nest in the trees. Lis-
ten out for long-tailed tits, chiffchaff, willow 
warbler and bullfinch.  
 
With thanks to BBOWT (Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon Wildlife Trust) for this information. 

Please enjoy the local woods, including the 
noticeboards with plant and wildlife infor-
mation and the picnic spots. As ever, please 
take all your rubbish home including dog 
waste. 

Evenley Wood Garden 
 

From Evenley follow the road to Mixbury 
village. There are signs placed in Evenley 
and also next to the road. 
 
Set amongst the beautiful Northamptonshire 
countryside, this 60-acre privately owned 
woodland garden contains a large and nota-
ble collection of plants; ranging from unusu-
al trees and shrubs to a wide selection of 
lilies and other bulbs. 
 
The garden’s unusual band of acid soil, in 
this otherwise predominantly alkaline area, 
provides the opportunity to cultivate plants 
such as rhododendrons, camellias, and 
magnolias, which would not ordinarily thrive 
in this location. 
 
Carpets of named snowdrops in February 
run into wonderful spring bulbs and the gar-
den’s 800m long Scilla ‘stream’, as the gar-
den jumps into life. Some 100 magnolias 
follow and are later joined by the first flush 
of new leaves, rhododendrons and azaleas. 
In the summer, over 300 roses and 150 lilies 
emerge, including Lilium ‘Evenley Jane’, 
which was developed and propagated on 
site. As the season slows down, a wonderful 
display of autumn colours can be seen in 
the leaf, bark, seeds and berries of the gar-
den’s plant collection, ranging from beautiful 
rustic oranges and fiery reds to greens, gold 
and brown.  
 
Collections of particular note in the garden 
include oak, pear, apple, maple and what is 
possibly the largest collection of euonymus 
in Europe. These sit alongside hardy bulb 
collections including lilies, spanning all hy-
brid types, scillas and snowdrops. 
 
There is a small fee to visit this garden, pay-
able in an honesty box. Free entry for RHS 
members. Dogs on a lead are welcome. 
There is a café at weekends. 
 
There are lots of events too, find out more 
here:  
https://www.evenleywoodgarden.co.uk 



28 

 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 

 
AYNHO BOUNCY CASTLES 

  
PARTIES, FETES, & SHOWS  

ATTENDED 
Contact ED on 

 
01869 810808 

 
07811 225698 

 
PETER SOUTHAM  

 
Building &  

Home Maintenance Service  
  

Roof ing, guttering, chimney problems 
Carpentry, fencing, brick/stonework,  

concrete paths, drives, patios & Garage 
Doors 

Insurance approved 
 For a personal service 

Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 
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BANBURY MEMORIALS  LTD 

 

 

 

HAND CARVNG & LETTERING 

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS  

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 

Stonemason   Le er Carver On a Wide Range of Gran 

ite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit ou r Showroom Or Send  o r a  ree Brochure  

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email:  ac ui banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

BULLSHEAD 
GARAGE  

(SOULDERN) LTD 
 

01869 345281 
 

MOT Testing Station 
 

Servicing & Repairs  
to most Makes of Cars 

& Light Commercial Vehicles  
 

Most Credit Cards accepted 
E HAUSTS 

SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 

A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 

Quality seasoned hardwood split  

logs for sale, various si es logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 

01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in 

Oxfordshire so try us today! 
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MELS MANICURES  
in Fewcott 

 
SHELLAC & GEL  

MANICURES & PEDICURES  
EYE LASH EXTENSION EXPERT 

INDIVIDUAL LASHES &  
RUSSIAN VOLUME  

SPRAY TANNING, WAXING, FACIALS 

 
Please call Mel for  
appointments  
07704 523 682 

 
WAXING 

Please call Mel 
for  

appointments 

 
Call us on 07799 643455 

for ALL your tank needs 

Free Tank Surveys 
Domestic and Commercial Tank Replacements 

Tank Servicing and Tank Disposals 
AGA and Rayburn Servicing 

GAUGES supplied and fitted – Hire Tanks 
Commercial Jobs undertaken 

24hr Emergency call-out for failed and leaking oil tanks and 

pipework 
james@countyoiltanksolutions.com www.countyoiltanksolutions.com  
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 

✓ Dog Kennels 

✓ Hutches 

✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available or 

we can manufacture to your own specifications. 

Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 

www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

 

 

 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency    

 nursing care 

• Open 7 days a week 

• RC S Accredited Hospital  

• Latest Diagnostic Techni ues 

The Vets Your  ets Would Choose 

Tel: 01869 23223 

Browning Drive Bicester 

OX26 2XL 

www.hartvet.co.uk  
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R.SPITTLE & Sons 

  
PAINTERS & DECORATORS  

 FOR ALL YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
Mobile: 07768 100156 

rspittle8sons@gmail.com 
 

Email: geraldspittle@talktalk.net 

 RETS and STRINGS  -  

GUITAR TUITION 
 Do you ha e a neglected guitar under 

the bed  

 Ha e you always wanted to play but lack 

the con dence to try  

 Not played for ages and cant remember 

which way up to hold it  

Contact me for friendly   rela ed lessons  tai 

lored to your own pace ability  

 Beginner to intermediate Acoustic of Electric 

 Individual or group sessions available 

 Competitive rates 

 Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 

Contact: Carl Hynes Tel: 01869 346403 

Or 07899 891513 email:carl esscomm.co.uk 

www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 
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R.J. Wakelin 
 
Painting and Decorating 

Specialist 
 

Private / Commercial 
Interior / Exterior 

 
Call: 07947 822794 

 

 
 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
01280 840496  or 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D A Barnes Gardening        
Souldern  

 
• Grass Cu ng 

• Hedge and Shrub Cu ng/
Pruning 

• Tree Pruning 

• Weed Control 

• Leaf Clearing 

• Planting 

• General Garden Maintenance 

  A 1 and    uali ed Chemical Spraying 

Mobile: 0  2882 0 0 
E-mail: da e barnes li e co uk 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening  
 

Bicester Bridge Learning 
 

Supervised play 
play bridge and ask for help when you need it 

It is friendly, enjoyable and informative 
Every Thursday from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 
Call Ken Langdon on 07850 616069, just 

drop in or contact us by email 
 

Bridge for Beginners  
If you're completely new to bridge, or have 
never had formal teaching, then this is the 

course for you.  
The next course starts on 16th April 2019 but 

talk to us now about securing your place. 
 

Continuing Bridge 
This is for improvers: suitable for people who 
have completed an Introductory Course or for 
those with the equivalent knowledge of Bridge. 
The next Continuing Bridge course starts on 
April 29th 2019 so talk to us now about book-

ing your place. 
Call Denise for details:  07910 453224 

BicesterBL@gmail.com 
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Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

 3parishesnews 

h p://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 

Contact editor@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07788 560 174  
 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the editors 
do not necessarily agree with the content of contri-
butions and reserve the right to edit for space, all 
are considered equally. If your item is not time-
sensitive, it will not necessarily be included in the 
first issue after you submit it. All contributions by 
email will be acknowledged. Word limit: 400 
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an arti-
cle by phone to the editor if you don’t have a com-
puter. 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
 

Three Parishes Community Interest Company  
No 11182467 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
NEW Email: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January.  
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (issues are 
delivered on or near 1st of month) 
May 2019   April 19th 
June 2019   May 17th 
July 2019   June 21st 
Aug/Sept 2019  July 19th 
October 2019  September 20th 
November 2019 October 18th 
 
Directors: 
Ken Langdon ken@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Helen Metcalfe helen@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Marketing:  
nick@3parishesnews.co.uk 

AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities 
of Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern 
by promoting a sense of inclusion and belong-
ing so that all residents feel able to take part 
in, and contribute to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the 
community in the form of a regular magazine 
and social media presence, and other suitable 
methods. 
2) To be the news media of choice for com-
munity organisations such as: Parish Coun-

cils, Churches, Youth Organisations, Social 
Enterprises, local businesses, charities, 
schools, advocacy services etc. 
3) To promote local events and services by 
publishing reviews in order to encourage peo-
ple to attend and get involved. 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of 
interest to people in the three villages. 
5) To support local social enterprises and 
charities with donations, grants etc from the 
profits of the CIC. 
6) To raise money through selling advertising 
to local businesses to be published in the reg-
ular magazine and on social media.  

SIZE DIMENSIONS PRICE 

Per word At least 4.5 x 6.5cm 40p per word per issue 

1/4 PAGE H 8.5cm X W 6.5cm  £77 per year (£7.70 per issue) 

1/2 PAGE H 8.5cm X W 13cm £154 per year (£15.40 per issue) 

1 PAGE H 18cm X W 13cm £308 per year (£30.80 per issue) 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY 

THE SMALLPRINT 

ABOUT US 
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Three Parishes Magazine – Your Local Grapevine 
Delivered free to every home in Ardley w 

Fewcott, Fritwell and Souldern, the new-look 

Three Parishes is your friendly, chatty guide to  

❖ NEWS 

❖ INFORMATION                                                                        

❖ HELP 

❖ OPINIONS 

❖ ENTERTAINMENT 
 

 Every edition carries news about 
people, events and topical issues 
relating to our villages 

 A ‘go to’ guide to a wide range of 
expert trades and services covering the 
area 

 A platform where local people can 
make their voices heard on subjects of 
interest / concern to our 
neighbourhoods 

 Latest church and chapel news, 
including a calendar of services 

 Fascinating general interest articles  
 A lively social media operation  

 

We want to hear your news, views and ideas 

Please contact the Editor, Vicky Hibberd on 

07788 560 174                                                     

Email: editor@3parishesnews.co.uk 

Advertise in the Three Parishes                                                                                                                                       
 Our competitive advertising rates enable 

small to medium businesses to reach new customers 
cost effectively                                                                   

For full details contact: Val 07833 383 563                     
Email: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk                
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