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April 
 1st Time to Talk—cancelled 
 2nd Somerton Veggie Night—cancelled 
17th Cushion Club—cancelled 
18th AwF Garden Club trip—cancelled 
21st Souldern VH AGM—TBC 
21st Ardley Church Tidy-up—cancelled 
22nd Rural Resilience Meeting TBC 
25th Yoga Workshop Souldern—cancelled 
29th Bingo Fritwell VH—cancelled 
May 
 8th VE Day evening Fritwell—cancelled 
10th Malvern Show trip—cancelled 
11th Fritwell Parish Council AGM TBC 
June 
19th BBC Gardeners’ World trip—cancelled 
27/28 Fritwell Open Gardens—cancelled 
July 
24/25 Ardley with Fewcott Beer, Cider & Gin Festi-
val—GOING AHEAD!! 

Editorial—Health and Welfare 

As luck would have it we were planning to focus this 
issue on health and welfare, and then along comes 
Covid19 and puts that very topic right at the front of our 
minds. 

A lot of people have access to social media and will be 
very up-to-date with what is going on, what is cancelled, 
what services are available for self-isolators and so on. I 
hope that this issue will allow those not so tech-savvy, or 
who don’t have access to the internet, to catch up on 
local information. 

I’ve included a number of helplines for older people, and 
for people who need advice about benefits, social care 
and so on. There is a piece from Katharine House that 
clears up some confusion about their admission policy. 
Also find a lighthearted collection of recipes and cock-
tails for the housebound. Thankyou to Sky Wave Gin and 
Jules of the Secret Supper Society for these. 

Councillor Ian Corkin writes a rallying cry and some 
advice on how to survive this bewildering period.   

I, too, urge people who are not in danger, and who can 
keep themselves safe, to please contact your friends and 
neighbours who are elderly or at risk in some other way. 
If you are a self-isolator please don’t fret or suffer alone 
in the house—phone someone—anyone! Do not be 
afraid or nervous to ask for help with shopping, medica-
tions, whatever it is. Lots and lots of people in your 

village are eager to help you. If the person you phone 
can’t help you, I’m sure they will know someone who 
can, or help you to find out. And keep this issue to 
hand—it contains lots of useful contacts. 

I have asked the deliverers of this magazine to wear 
gloves while delivering, to keep themselves and our 
readers safe. 

I want to remind you if you contact any of the advertis-
ers in this magazine, don’t forget to tell them where you 
saw their ad!  

 

Meanwhile at 3Ps HQ, health is our top priority. I will 
have had breast cancer surgery by the time you read this 
and will be in self-isolation while waiting for, and during, 
chemo– and radio-therapy. This is a SHOUT OUT to 
anyone who can help with the May, June, July and 
August/Sept  issues while I am out of action PLEASE. I 
expect to be back in circulation by the October issue. We 
especially need people/person who can produce the 
magazine. I use MS Publisher, but if you can do it anoth-
er way, that’s fine as long as we can continue to reach 
our readers each month. Email editorial or advertising to 
offer your help either temporarily or permanently 
please. Or call 07833 383563 or 07771 757018 

editor@3parishesnews.co.uk/ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 

Working on this magazine is really rewarding!! 

All Good Wishes, Vicky 

What’s On 
Please assume all regular events on your INFO SHEET (delivered with the Feb-
ruary issue) are cancelled unless you hear otherwise. Below is what we know 
about other events at the time of going to press. The Lynx Bus service is sus-
pended but the COMET bus is still running—see p 11 for more info. 
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SCHOOL 

This last month has seen a focus on literature and sport as we have supported both World Book Day 

and Sport Relief. 

World Book Day 

The children embraced our theme of dressing up as Little Miss or Mr Men to celebrate World Book 

Day here at school and there were some very creative costumes! 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry Week 

We also ran a poetry week in school with the children across the classes exploring  

different poetry and performing them to others.  

It culminated with a great celebration of performance  

poetry on the Friday. There were 6 deserving winners  

who impressed the judges.  

 

Sport Relief 

In order to celebrate ‘Sport Relief’ this year, our 

Sports Leaders decided to organise a school danceathon 

with everyone coming in their favourite sports kit. 

To raise money for this worthy cause there were 

children or staff dancing for the entire school day –  

8.30am until 3.15pm!!  At the end of the week we  

also had a class dance off.  We thank all those who  

sponsored their children and added to our fantastic 

donation. 

 

Sporting Success 

 

A fantastic performance in the small schools tournament saw our  

Year 6 netball team win the competition and progress to the North Oxfordshire Finals. 

The children played superbly and, as always, demonstrated excellent behaviour and  

teamwork.  

 

 

If you know anyone who would like to visit or know more about what we offer, please pass on 

details of the school office (01869 345283) where our staff will make an appointment for me to meet 

and discuss their children’s very special educational journey. 

 

Jonathan Hart 

Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary School 

Could YOU help us produce this mag? We need 

temporary help please. See editorial p2 for info. 
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Bicester Community Hospital  

COVID19 

CALL BEFORE ATTENDING 

OUT OF HOURS MINOR  

INJURIES & GP SERVICE 

Weekends 8:30am–11pm 

Monday to Friday 6–11pm 

Piggy Lane, Bicester, OX26 6HT  

Minor Injuries call 01865 903976 

GP appointment out of hours call 111 

FEATURE—HEALTH AND WELFARE 

From your District Councillor 

We are living through extraordinary times and 
over the coming months our resolve and nerve 
will be tested.  It will be important to follow a 
reliable source of advice and I would urge every-
one to regularly check the Public Health website 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus for the very latest infor-
mation.  

What is apparent, is that we will need to support 
one another to get through this.  Already, an 
amazing array of groups have formed in many of 
the villages to help those who need to withdraw 
temporarily from everyday life, because they are 
either ill or vulnerable.  Volunteers, parish coun-
cils, local businesses & faith groups are using so-
cial media, leaflets and personal knowledge to 
reach out and offer to help with tasks like getting 
shopping or prescriptions.  Many are also setting 
up groups of volunteers to act as much needed 
“phone buddies”.  Oxfordshire Age UK have also 
set up a new telephone support service: 01865 
411288 

Finally, looking after our mental health will be just 
as important as our physical wellbeing.  Having 
someone to talk to, making time for friends and 
family (even if it’s by phone or email), ensuring 
some down time from the endless news cycle and 
making space for the everyday things you can do 
like gardening, dog walking, reading, music, deco-
rating (Mrs C’s idea!) or baking will all help.  You’ll 
find more information at: 
www.mentalhealth.org.uk or call Mind: 0300 123 
3393 or text 86463. 

If we all pull together, we will get through this. 

Cllr Ian Corkin 

07841 041 419 

www.iancorkin.yourcllr.com  

Access to Katharine House Hospice services for 
residents of Ardley, Fritwell and Souldern: 

Chris Higgins – Marketing and Communications 
Manager at Katharine House 

Over the last few weeks there has been some 
confusion around the Katharine House Hospice 
admissions policy for people living in Ardley, Frit-
well and Souldern, and I wanted to take this op-
portunity to reassure you that residents of 
Bicester and the surrounding villages can access 
Katharine House’s inpatient and Living Well ser-
vices, irrespective of whether they are registered 
with a Bicester or Deddington GP. 

This is a longstanding arrangement because 
Katharine House and Sobell House Hospice in 
Oxford recognise that people often have a prefer-
ence for inpatient care at Katharine House be-
cause of geographical location. 

Any admissions to Katharine House are agreed 
solely on the basis of bed availability and prioriti-
sation of need. If patients from Bicester and the 
surrounding villages wish to access inpatient sup-
port or Living Well sessions at Katharine House, 
we will do all we can to make this happen. 

The community nurse specialist provision for pa-
tients registered with a Bicester GP does come 
from Sobell House. The Sobell House clinical nurse 
specialist working in the area has a strong rela-
tionship with the Bicester GPs and can advise on 
referrals, assessments and the prescribing of 
medicines. 

Although we are separate hospices, the team at 
Katharine House works very closely with our col-
leagues at Sobell House to ensure the highest 
quality of care and support is available to those 
who need it. 

I hope this reassures residents of the three parish-
es that they will still be able to access Katharine 
House’s services if they are registered with a 
Bicester-based GP. 

I also wanted to take this opportunity to thank the 
wonderful people of Ardley, Fritwell and Souldern 
who do so much to support Katharine House. 
With less than a quarter of the hospice’s funding 
coming from the government, it is only thanks to 
people like you that we can continue caring for 
people across our area. Thank you for everything 
you do. 

http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk


5 

FEATURE—HEALTH AND WELFARE 

CUPBOARD LOVE 

Jules at the Secret Supper Society brings us some self-
isolation survival meals. Jules will soon be doing some 
live cook-alongs on facebook. https://
www.facebook.com/TheSecretSupperSociety/  

Here are some recipes which use things that you may 
have in your freezer and cupboard. Don’t be afraid to 
experiment and if you don’t have an ingredient to 
improvise. 

POSH FISH FINGER SANDWICH 

SERVES 2 
6 Fish fingers or goujons 
2 Rolls or 4 slices of bread, toasted 
50g salad leaves 
TARTARE SAUCE 
1 shallot, diced 
1 tbsp capers, chopped 
6 cornichons, finely diced 
¼ tsp Dijon mustard 
4 tbsp Mayonnaise 
½ lemon 

STEP 1: Mix the tartare sauce ingredients together and 
finish with the squeeze of lemon and season to taste. 

STEP 2: Grill or bake the fish fingers or goujons accord-
ing to the pack instructions. (Much healthier to grill or 
bake). Spread the bottom of the buns with half the 
tartare sauce, then the salad leaves. Top with fish and 
more tartare sauce. Pop the tops of the buns or bread 
and enjoy a delicious naughty sandwich. 

 

BAKED POTATO WITH TUNA AND SWEETCORN 

SERVES 2 
2 Baking potatoes  
1 tsp vegetable or sunflower oil 
sea salt 
145g tin of tuna in brine 
198g tin of sweetcorn 
2 spring onions, sliced including the green parts 
2 tbsp Mayonnaise  
Knob of butter 
Black pepper 

STEP 1: Preheat the oven 200C/180C Fan, prick the 
potatoes all over and place in a roasting tin, drizzle 
with oil and roll around the tin so the potatoes are fully 
coated. Sprinkle with a little salt and bake for 1 – 1 ¼ 
hours. 

STEP 2: Mix the drained tuna and sweetcorn with the 
mayonnaise, save some of the green parts of the spring 
onion to garnish then mix the rest into the tuna 
sweetcorn mix.  

STEP 3: When the potatoes are cooked, cut in half and 
mash the soft inside potato with some butter. Divide 
the tuna mix between them finish with the spare spring 
onion and some black pepper. Lovely with a salad.  

EASTER COCKTAILS 
In these uncertain times, there will always be gin. So 
from the team at Sky Wave Gin, the home of the 
World’s Best Contemporary Gin 2020, here are few 
tipples in which to indulge. It’s a Boris/Bond Mash Up. 
Who said the “C“ word? Enjoy! 

Dry Martini 
75ml Sky Wave Gin (available skywave-
gin.com) 
15ml  Dry Vermouth 
1 dash Sky Wave Grapefruit Bitters 
Method: Add all the ingredients into a 

mixing glass with ice and stir until very cold. 
Strain into a chilled cocktail glass. Garnish with a lemon 
twist. Drink while adhering to social distancing. Cheers!  
 
Turning the Tide 
40ml  Sky Wave Gin (available skywavegin.com) 
25ml  Ruby Red Grapefruit Juice  (squeezed 
from the grapefruit) 
10ml  Sugar Syrup 
80ml Dry Sparkling Wine to Top 
2 dashes Sky Wave Grapefruit Bitters 
Method: Combine all ingredients minus spar-
kling wine into a glass and shake with ice. 
Strain into a flute and top with sparkling 
wine.  Garnish with ruby red grapefruit zest or 
whatever is to hand ( washed, of course) in these less 
predictable times. 
 
Sky Wave Gin, The World's Best Contemporary Gin*, is 
distilled exactingly in the London Dry style using the 
'one shot' method. Our secret blend of 13 botanicals is 
added directly to the wash, and nothing is added after-
wards except the finest Oxfordshire spring water. It is 
genuinely made by hand by distillers Rachel or Andy - a 
true artisan gin. 
Our signature gin, served at 42%ABV, has a fabulous, 
unique flavour. After the expected juniper lead, our 
citrusy notes come to the fore. Enjoy a long, smooth 
middle, which you'll 
want to savour, which 
morphs to a wonderfully 
lingering, spicy finish. 
Enjoy Sky Wave Gin 
responsibly with a slice 
of grapefruit. 
Our Raspberry and Rhu-
barb Edition, also at 42%
ABV, uses fresh fruit and 
nothing else to create an 
incredible fruit burst 
with that amazing, pur-
ple colour. We steep the 
fruit in our signature gin 
for a minimum of 14 days then press the fruit to get all 
the flavours, blending this juice back into the gin. 

https://www.facebook.com/TheSecretSupperSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/TheSecretSupperSociety/
http://www.skywavegin.com
http://www.skywavegin.com
http://www.skywavegin.com
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DEFIBRILLATORS 

 

 

 FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL Fewcott 

Road OX27 7QA 

 WHITE LION OX27 7NZ 

 ARDLEY VILLAGE HALL OX27 7PA 

 FOX SOULDERN High St OX27 7JW  

FEATURE—HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Wrightons in Fritwell are beginning an emergency 
supplies system for neighbours in the village to 
help those who cannot get out. 

Please visit the Wrightons website to find the 
current order form. http://www.wrightons.co.uk 

Wrightons are not delivering. They will prepare 
shopping orders to their best ability using availa-
ble supplies on two days a week. Orders will be 
totalled, and calls made to collect payment via 
debit / credit card. 

If you know someone who cannot, or will not 
leave the house, and needs help, then please in-
troduce yourself and offer your support. 

Please help each other in this time of need. Please 
try to make sure you help neighbours who you 
know personally. 

See Wrighton’s ad on p22 for other services. 
Phone 345229. 

There is a milkman that makes deliveries three 
times a week - Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

He not only delivers milk, you can order a whole 
range of groceries including bread, cheese, eggs, 
juice, fruit and veg, vegan, dairy free, household 
and garden items. Set up an account online and 
you can order up until 9pm the night before for 
delivery the following morning. Delivery is free. Go 
to www.milkandmore.co.uk for more details. 
Phone 0345 606 3606. 

What is social prescribing? 

Social prescribing can help people to improve 
their health and wellbeing by linking people to 
community services, activities and groups. Fol-
lowing a referral from the GP surgery, people can 
discuss their problems and identify the support 
that they need to manage their own health and 
wellbeing more effectively.  We can work with 
you for up to three months to help you achieve 
your goals.   

Social prescribing has been shown to improve 
quality of life and general wellbeing, as well as 
levels of depression and anxiety.  It also helps to 
reduce isolation and reconnects people with their 
community, with positive outcomes such as a 
75% increase in happiness reported. 

Susan, a patient that has benefited from Commu-
nity Connect social prescribing, said: 

“I just wanted to say thank you for all your help 
over the last couple of months. You've really 
helped by finding things for me. You've been a 
brilliant out let for me to go over any issues I 
have. I really appreciate all your help and support 
you've given me”. 

The service is free of charge and anyone who is 
18+ and registered with a GP practice in Cherwell 
and West Oxfordshire can access the service.  Get 
in touch with Community Connect or speak to 
someone at your GP surgery to find out more: 

0300 004 04 01  

Email: community.connect@nhs.net 

Website : www.canosn/community-connect Group Garden Holidays 

Regrettably due to the current coronavirus crisis 
the tour to Cornwall later this month has had to 
be cancelled. 

‘BBC Gardeners Live’ at Birmingham NEC This 
show has also been cancelled and is now sched-
uled to take place in June 2021 

At present the Edinburgh Tattoo Departing 
on Sunday 9 August 2020. Is still down to take 
place unless we are told otherwise in the coming 
weeks. 

In these uncertain and worrying times please try 
and keep well and stay safe.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=milk%20and%20more%20fritwell&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB715GB716&oq=milk+and+more+fritwell&aqs=chrome.0.69i59.5446j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk00q6cus9zkQLcP9nyPRi8TmEeRxMw:1584724836941&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=5189688
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FEATURE—HEALTH AND WELFARE 
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CHURCH NEWS 

The coronavirus is continuing to dominate head-
lines and will do well into April and perhaps the 
rest of 2020. Perhaps by the time you read this the 
spread has been contained and it’s on the retreat, 
but I suspect that’s wishful thinking. 

The situation has been confusing. Half of what I 
see tells me not to panic, and the other half tells 
me it’s the end of the world. There’s been a run 
on basic, everyday items in the shops, and 
sporting and social events have been cancelled as 
well as all religious meetings (and perhaps after 
this has gone to print, schools will have shut). 
People are reacting differently: some with disdain, 
some with resignation and some with disbelief. 

During the great plagues of antiquity Christians 
often operated differently from others in society. 
In the mid third century Rome was hit by a plague, 
probably smallpox, which was killing at its height 
thousands of people a day. It was noticed that the 
Christians seemed to face death almost willingly, 
as they tended to one another in sickness, where 
the rest of the population largely left the afflicted 
to die. This meant, paradoxically, that Christians 
were more likely to survive, even though they 

often put themselves in harm’s way, because 
those who were infected would sometimes recov-
er because of loving care. 

Of course their understanding of virology and 
disease control was pretty rubbish compared to 
ours today, and we know that it is only the vulner-
able and elderly who are particularly at risk from 
coronavirus, so we need to be careful even in how 
we look after one another. However, I hope that, 
whatever one’s faith, we can ensure that we don’t 
neglect to do what we can to care for those in our 
communities who are struggling during this time. 

In April we finish our Lenten observance and go 
into Holy Week, marking Good Friday followed by 
Easter Sunday, we remember a God who came 
into our world of disease, of sickness and selfish-
ness. Out of love for us he exposed himself to 
suffering and evil, and showed that it is no match 
for God’s power. As Christians celebrate Easter 
this year (all be it in online communities), let us 
remember that we are people of hope, and not of 
fear. 

But please wash your hands! 

Revd Helen C. Barnes 

‘The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want’. Psalm 23 
In light of Government guidance around non-essential contact, the Arch-
bishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice that public worship is 
suspended until further notice. 

However, the churches in the Cherwell Valley pray regularly. 

We’ll be continuing to pray regularly as individuals and as an online community. If you would 
like the churches to pray about anything at all please email:  

helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk or barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

If you would like to receive emails which include messages from the church and 
words of hope, please email and we’ll add you to the list (you will be asked to agree 
the Privacy Policy).   

If you would like to pick up a newsletter or the words of prayers to say at home, 
these are also available either at your local church, or you can email for a copy. 

Or if there is anything else you think the church can help with, please phone or 
email. 

While the world seems to have gone mad, God is the same today, as yesterday, and 
will be the same tomorrow. God bless,  

Rev Helen Barnes 
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Madeleine’s Country File 

CHURCH NEWS 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   

Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926 helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Rev Andrew Foran andrew.foran@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

BENEFICE OFFICE (Monday, Wednes-
day & Friday 9:30-2:30) 

572 Brice Road, Heyford Park OX25 5TE 
Tel: 01869 233687 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

All Church Groups are postponed 

until further notice including the 

new Bereavement Support Group 

due to start on 28th March and the 

Lent course, both at  

Heyford Park Chapel 

St Olave’s Church, Fritwell 

We are intending to keep the church open 
during the day should anyone wish to go 
for private prayer or reflection during this 
anxious time. 

Parishioners are very welcome to come, 
but please follow our hygiene requests. 
Please wash or sanitise your hands on en-
try, and then keep your ‘social distance’! 
Thank you for your co-operation in this. 

The VE Day Commemoration evening on 
8th May is cancelled, and regrettably, but 
not unexpectedly, our proposed Flower 
Festival in June will now not be taking 
place. 

Despite the erratic weather in February and March, 
the Countryside is in full swing with trees, shrubs, 
hedgerows and gardens pushing out buds, leaves, 
blossoms and flowers. Blackthorn was in flower from 
mid Feb, catkins on the hazels and alders are excel-
ling themselves and our quince tree is leafing up 
nicely. The lovely little periwinkle is showing its dain-
ty blue face to the sunshine, while willows and haw-
thorns are looking yellow and green as the leaves 
start to grow. And have you seen the beautiful pussy 
willow catkins on the osiers growing? Even horse 
chestnut sticky buds are swelling. Garden shrubs, like 
our hydrangeas and gorse, are really going to town, 
with roses putting out sturdy shoots. Flowering cher-
ries, magnolias and almonds are in blossom as is 
yellow forsythia. Aubretia is decorating walls and 
border edges giving it those lovely different shades of 
purple. Our country hedgerows are beginning to 
thicken with green growth, especially the elderber-
ries and hawthorns. Hopefully there will not be a 
sudden cold spell. It is great to see nature beginning 
to enjoy itself and raising our spirits. I heard skylarks 

and chiff chaffs mid-March and it is wonderful to 
wake to the song of the blackbird again. Ardley Wood 
has beautiful white wood anemones beginning to 
decorate the undergrowth, violets too have appeared 
and soon it will be bluebell time. But the low-lying 
land in Somerton has looked like a large lake with all 
the rain that has fallen. Have you travelled recently 
towards Duns Tew? If so, have you noticed the fan-
tastic hedge laying around North Aston? It is great to 
know that these traditional country crafts are still 
being undertaken. But I was really saddened to see 
(just after half term) that the small clump of yellow 
daffs as you leave our Village on the Somerton Road 
had been picked. Such a pity. On the first day of 
March, having put out some scraps on the bird table 
we were entranced to see a red kite swooping down 
several times to help itself! It really is a big bird. Later 
on a sparrowhawk swooped past the kitchen window 
on its way to our neighbour's perhaps with an ulteri-
or motive... Primroses, daisies, primulas, crocuses, 
violets are in flower now which is so exciting and 
makes all the bad news a little lighter, surely? 
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CHAPELS—Ctd on p15 

150 YEARS OF SOULDERN CHAPEL 

Geoffrey Reeve has kindly given permission for his 
presentation at the Anniversary Supper last year 
to be published. Here is the second in the series, in 
which he describes the practicalities of running the 
chapel. 

In the yard on the right-hand side there was a 
great yew bush. As youngsters we loved to hide in 
there, but on dark nights we were afraid there 
may well be someone in there and always hurried 
by. 

The organ was operated by one pedal to fill the 
bellows with air, then an electric blower was 
fitted. This had to be oiled several times each 
year. The job of oiling the various parts was given 
to me. On one occasion after oiling it was found 
on the Sunday that the bellows were not getting 
filled with air. I had put the oil can back on the 

flap valve and so it was unable to lift and draw in 
air! 

There was no outside light whatever and every-
one left on a winter’s night in complete darkness. 
And so being young and foolish I suggested at my 
second attendance at a meeting of church mem-
bers that we have an outside light on the front of 
the building and I would be willing to fit one. Oh, 
dear what eruptions! But, after lots of discussion, 
it was agreed to go ahead. I got home wishing I 
had kept quiet. But two weeks later I heard “how 
did we manage without the light?” 

The heating was a solid fuel boiler and radiators. 
This had to be lit early on Sunday morning ready 
for Sunday school at 10-30. The steward and or-
ganist always took care of this. But he was an 
elderly man and during the bad winter of 1962/63 
he asked for someone to take over the task. Keep-
ing the boiler going to keep the frost out and the 
difficulty of getting down the lane was just be-
coming too much for him.  

I went home thinking “I could do that”. I can hear 
my Father saying “remember, if you offer to take 
it on, its every week—not just a one off”. Well, I 
offered anyway! But I wasn’t allowed a key to the 
building. Each week I had to go to the old gentle-
man and ask for the key. If I couldn’t go on a Sat-
urday evening, I had to go at 8 o’clock on Sunday 
morning. BUT one day I found an old key that 
fitted the lock!!  So then I would come and light 
the boiler, and then go for the key—to keep up 
appearances. Eventually to save a journey I came 
clean and explained about the old key.  

Nothing lasts forever and the boiler got old and 
needed repair or replacement. It was decided to 
have electric heaters. How easy! Only need to flick 
a switch on a Saturday and all was warm when 
Sunday arrived. 

In the early days there was no water. All water 
had to be fetched from the village well. For any 
event that finished with a cuppa then it was down 
to the well and bring back water to fill the old 
copper in the shed that is now the toilet. And of 
course, there was a tank for feeding water to the 
boiler and this had to be kept full. When eventual-
ly we had water laid on, we were able to have a 
toilet and the kitchen area. 

 

Continued on p15 

FRITWELL WESLEYAN REFORM CHURCH  
We were all looking forward to hosting the Moth-
ering Sunday service at our church this year, but 
after much consideration we have decided to 
suspend all our services until further notice.  We 
hope we will be able to hold it next year in our 
chapel.  We have been pleased that our congrega-
tions have been staying after our services to enjoy 
a cup of tea/coffee and a chat, this will continue 
once we are able to open again. 
We pray that everyone will keep in touch with 
those who are most vulnerable. Please keep safe 
and healthy. A Happy Easter to you all. 
Joan Harris  
 

THANK YOU 
Mary and Nick would like to say a big Thank You to 
all who came and supported our sale at Fritwell 
Chapel on Saturday 14th March. We made 
£760.00 for Leukaemia Research. 
This wouldn’t have be possible without the sup-
port of all our lovely helpers who worked tirelessly 
throughout the afternoon and all the people who 
donated items to sell. The amazing ‘cream tea 
team’ were kept busy right through the afternoon 
and people commented on what a lovely after-
noon It had been. 
Special thanks to Mum and Dad, Ruth and Don 
Walker, for their valued support. I’m very proud to 
have such an amazing family.  
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ARDLEY WITH FEWCOTT NEWS 

Please continue to keep an eye on lonely, poorly or el-
derly neighbours during the coronavirus scare.  

VILLAGE LITTERBLITZ 2020: What a grand turn out for 
this year's event in A-w-F which took place in lovely dry 
and sometimes sunny weather on the mornings of 
March 7th and 8th. Some 35/37 stalwarts showed up 
and made the whole Village look truly lovely, if only for a 
short time. So a great big THANK YOU especially to Con-
nor, Annabelle, Jamieson, Milli, Deven, Charlie, Gabriel, 
Jess and Noah, all of whom are our younger residents 
ably supported by adults Peter, Ellie, Charlotte, David, 
Caroline and Mark, as well as Martine, Tony and Celia, 
Steve and Helen, Sian and Andy, Madeleine H, John, 
Hugh and Tikki, Ken and Pauline, Mick, Gary and Lynne, 
Joanne and Naomi, Denise and Ian, Brian and Madeleine 
G also hopefully from Lily T, Lily and James. Thank you all 
as it really is worth it. 

BICESTER FOOD BANK: Please do continue to think about 
this wonderful scheme which helps so much those who 
are less fortunate than others. There has been an enor-
mous rise in demand now the schools are closed. You 
can leave your donations of cans, packets, dried foods, 
drinks and so on at most Superstores or you can contact 
Angela Chamberlain (345332) or Madeleine Horn 
(346621) who can tell you where you can leave things in 
THIS Village. Thank you to everyone for these gifts. 

AWF CHURCH 49ers CLUB: I am still actively seeking 
people to join the 49ers Club so if any residents, whether 
newcomers or long timers, would like to join the Club, 
with the possibility of winning £25 or more, if there is a 
Rollover, on the LOTTO BONUS BALL DRAW in our Lotto 
Game, do get in touch with Madeleine Gilpin on 345269 
who can explain more fully what it entails. Available 
numbers will be coming up soon. No compulsion, but I 
would be delighted to speak to you.  

AFECT NEWS: There are plans to plant a few well estab-
lished young saplings but this is still in its early stages. 
Wild flower seeds are hopefully going to be scattered on 
bare soil around the edge of the Quarry Field. What 
would be nice is if a working party could be formed to 
get a date when we could carry out this task. If you 
would be interested perhaps you could give me a ring on 
345269 and we could see what could be arranged. 
Benches are still in the pipeline and you will be kept 
informed. We are really keen to be contacted by interest-
ed people in the Village with expertise, environmental or 
ecological knowhow advice, scientific knowledge or skills 
who might be prepared to offer these to AFECT. Mike 
Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine Gilpin on 345269 would 
love to hear from you.  

LIAISON MEETING: OCC/Village/Viridor's Meeting on 
24th January had 15 attendees. Covered were updates 
on input and concerns over vehicles flouting regulations. 
Electricity generator breakdown meant no output for 
over a year due to lack of parts but hopes to restore this 

imminent. Further outage programmed for June. Envi-
ronment Agency report due. No accidents reported end 
of last year with minor one in January. Commitment to 
tree planting important with space sought for this. Plan-
ning matters covered 2 sites, one of which is being con-
structed for plastics recycling a priority, to convert plas-
tics into granules for use elsewhere, with use for second 
site undecided. Visitors centre continues to flourish. 
Fortis, responsible for bottom ash conversion, failed to 
attend meeting, despite invitation. Concerns about this 
hazardous substance expressed. Bucknell's leachate 
problems continue. Contact with Thames Water to be 
arranged. Litter on B430 still persisting and concerns 
expressed that amenity area is failing to recycle reusable 
items brought there. Date of next meeting in May to be 
announced. 

PAVEMENT PARKING is still taking place and this makes 
the life of walkers, children, prams, buggies and mobility 
scooters very difficult as they have to go out into the 
road to avoid these illegally parked cars and vans, so 
PLEASE could everyone make a real effort NOT TO DO 
THIS.  

DOG POO BAGS: These bags are a becoming a problem 
ESPECIALLY when they are placed in the WRONG BINS or 
worse still just flung down on the ground or hung like 
Christmas tree decorations on shrubs and trees. There 
are SPECIAL RED dog bins for these bags AND THANK 
YOU EVERYONE WHO USES THESE and also to those who 
ARE picking up after their pets. PLEASE BE A RESPONSI-
BLE DOG OWNER.  

A BELATED WELCOME to SAM and HANNAH, their Ruma-
nian rescue dog MADDY and Hannah's horse, LUCY 
(currently kept elsewhere however) who have come to 
FEWCOTT and (in Hannah's case) returned to the Village. 
We are delighted to have you join us and hope you will 
be one of those couples who take a lively part in our 
Village activities, all advertised in this magazine. 

INTERMENT: A small group of family and friends gath-
ered to say farewell to DOT EVANS as her ashes were 
laid to rest in St. Mary's Church on Friday, 21st February. 
A poignant message and a delightful poem (both written 
by family members) were read as the group stood 
around and a little posy of spring flowers was placed on 
the casket. The Service was taken by Reverend Helen 
Barnes.  

WALKING OR CYCLING ALONG: It is safest, when walking, 
to face the on-coming traffic since at least you can see to 
step/jump out of the way to safety. However if you are 
cycling it is wiser to wear something visible like a Hi-Viz 
jacket and/or lighter clothing (and also put on lights if at 
night or in dark conditions) so that you can be seen.   

Could YOU help us produce this mag? We need 

temporary help please. See editorial p2 for info. 
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Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall 
IS CLOSED DURINGTHE COVID19 CRISIS 

 
Looking for a venue to hold your child’s or adult 

party, charity event, meeting or  
wedding reception? 

 
This year, why not book the hall for that special 
occasion? 
 
The spacious hall gives the children masses of 
room to run around and has a high roof that 
can easily accommodate a bouncy castle. 
There are ceiling projection lights to help make 
your party or disco extra special.  
 
We have a well stocked kitchen and, of course 
a fantastic children’s play area outdoors. 
For more booking information (booking form 
with charges, term & conditions of of hire and 
payments details) visit our Facebook page 
“Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall”  
or email Lynne 
ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com or 
call 07788 259632. 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

Community Café 
every Tuesday 
10.30 to 12.00 

Ardley-with-Fewcott  
Village Hall  

£1.50 

Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club Member’s Up-
date 

As readers will know the Club has a varied and 
exciting series of events planned for the coming 
months. As I write some of these events are still in 
the pipeline but obviously the health and well-
being of members, and not withstanding any Gov-
ernment instructions, may curtail some of the 
planned experiences. If a venue is closed, or the 
event cancelled, we will refund any fees which 
have been paid. 

The age profile of the Club membership includes a 
number who are 70 and above. Some members 
also have underlying health conditions. The Com-
mittee message is that we are aware that change 
may occur rapidly and we are proactively planning 
our responses as more information is released. 
Your personal safety is our main concern. 

As a result, the Committee decided to cancel the 
lunch on the 18th March. In addition, we have also 
cancelled the trip to Coton Manor Garden on Sat-
urday 18th April. The Malvern Spring Show has 
been cancelled by the RHS.  

We will provide updates on other planned events 
as more information is received from health pro-
fessionals and the Government. 

Please feel free to ring any of the Committee if you 
wish to find out more. 

For details of events please contact either Sue 
Howkins or Elaine Greenwood whose details are 
below. For membership enquiries either Ian or 
myself. Contact Jenny for any holiday updates. 

Chairperson and Treasurer – Ian Turner - 01869 
345250 

Secretary - Denise Turner - 07925546735 

Event’s organisers – Sue Howkins - 01869 369422 
& 07768989448 

Event’s Organiser - Elaine Greenwood -
07516007343 

Holiday Co-ordinator – Jenny Price - 07795947014 

Keep safe everyone 

Best wishes 

Denise 

ARDLEY WITH FEWCOTT VILLAGE HALL   

Due to the current situation with the spread of 
the corona virus (covid - 19), Ardley with Fewcott 
village hall Trustees have taken the decision to 
keep the hall closed to assist in stopping the 
spread of the virus. W e are hoping that we can 
minimise the closure to 4-5 weeks, check our 
Facebook page for updates. 

Ardley with Fewcott Community Cafe is suspend-
ed until further notice. 

For the diary: Ardley with Fewcott Beer, Cider & 
Gin Festival 24 & 25 July. 

Could YOU help us produce this mag? We need 

temporary help please. See editorial p2 for info. 

mailto:ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com
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Fritwell Forget Me Not Club 

Our AGM on 10th March held in the Village hall 
was attended by 40 members. The meeting was 
started by the Chairperson given a report of the 
last year. Then the new committee was 
formed.There was only one difference to last year 
as Helen Metcalfe has stood down. A big thank 
you to Helen for all her hard work which she has 
put in over the past years especially applying for 
our grants, 

which have been very successful. We have had a 
new member come forward to join the com-
mittee who is Sheila Dean. Welcome Sheila on the 
committee and look forward to working with you. 

Since the AGM the government suggested that all 
clubs etc should not meet for the foreseeable 
future. With this in mind the committee have 
cancelled our Tea on 14th April in the hall, we will 
inform you of any updates for the future. 

The winners for the Lucky number draw for 
March was Number 24 Julie McBain and Number 
47 Mike Stokes. 

If you would like any further details please phone 
Vivienne Harding 01869 346771. 

Good Health to you all. 

Glynis Lowdon  

Fritwell Parish Council News 

Bus Service. The Comet Bus Service has proven 
very successful. Although the funding of this ser-
vice is still being investigated, we are pleased to 
confirm that it will continue to run for this next 
financial year. HOWEVER, please note that the 
COVID-19 crisis may affect this service. We will 
keep residents informed. Recently, we have re-
ceived news that the Lynx bus will be suspended 
temporarily until further notice. 

Forge Place flooding problems. With the heavy 
rains, some residents on Forge Place suffered 
flooding problems including overflow of sewage. 
Very unpleasant, and of course distressing to 
those affected. Anglian Water started on 19th 
March to inspect the piping system to see that it 
was not blocked (by breakages or tree roots for 
example). The treatment plant serves the whole 
of Fritwell. Anglian Water reported blockages 
created by items that should not be flushed.  

“Flushable” wet wipes, sanitary products, cotton 
buds and many other items cannot be processed 
by the system. Material that can be flushed are 
the 3P’s (pee, poo and (toilet) paper) 
[Unfortunate coincidence-Ed.]. Please all residents 
remember that it is our neighbours in Forge Place 
who will be affected if we are being inconsider-
ate. 

Covert Farm development. The Parish Council 
have contacted the developers, and at last it 
seems that things may be moving ahead. OCC 
have given their preliminary approval (with some 
required changes). Work on this should start soon 
(fingers crossed). 

Speed Calming Measures. Parish councillors are 
constantly receiving complaints about speeding 
vehicles. Fritwell Parish council met with a traffic 
calming expert and we are waiting for a proposal 
for road plans to help to slow traffic through our 
village. We anticipate that this will be ready for 
the next PC meeting to discuss with residents. 
Just a few weeks ago on North Street, two cars 
collided, thankfully with no resulting injuries. 
Remember that statistically, 7 out of 10 who 
speed in a rural village are residents or locals! 
Please watch your speed! 

Fritwell Residents Safety and Security. The idea 
of a Fritwell “No Cold Calling” zone is being con-
sidered. Initially, the Rural Resilience team sug-

FRITWELL NEWS 

gested that this would not stop the “Nottingham 
Knocker” types. However, Fritwell Parish Council 
have talked this through with Community Policing 
and they think it is a good idea. This will be dis-
cussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 

Finally, Cemetery Tree. We have had planted a 
specimen Silver Birch tree in the civil cemetery. 
We hope this will flourish and become a beautiful 
centrepiece. 

Fritwell Parish Council 

This years Litter Pick is unfortunately can-

celled (COVID-19 precautions) 

SAVE THE DATE: Next Parish Council meeting, 

Village Hall: May 11th 2020 (AGM and APM). 

Could YOU help us produce this mag? We need 

temporary help please. See editorial p2 for info. 
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FRITWELL NEWS 

FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL 
 

To all our Hall users please be aware FVH is closed for the time being. Bingo, Thursday’s Quiz Night, 
Cushion Club, Chinese Night, Forget Me Nots will not be going ahead. See FVH’s Notice in this issue 

of 3 Parishes. 
Thank you for your understanding and keep well.   
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SOULDERN 

Souldern playground consultation  

and planning meeting 

Nick Oakhill, Chairman of Souldern Parish Council, 
opened and chaired a well attended open meeting 
about Souldern village playground on March 5th in the 
village hall.   

He introduced Lucy Cornish of the Souldern Playground 
Advisory Group (SPAG) who gave a presentation. 
Among the important points Lucy made was that, given 
the need for a radical modernisation of this valuable 
village asset and the associated cost, a fundraising 
campaign was central to its success. An animated and 
productive forum followed with many creative ideas for 
how the big slide could be saved.  

A fundraising team has been launched and will work 
closely with Souldern Parish Council. Fundraising efforts 
will include grant applications and a crowdfunding 
page. Applications for grants will be made to the Big 
Lottery Fund and the Landfill Community Fund amongst 
others. Lucy described the detailed work being done to 
support the grant applications, including advice from 
the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association and village 
surveys.  

closure of Souldern Wesleyan Reform Chapel 

 

It is with great sadness that the members and trus-
tees of Souldern Wesleyan Reform Chapel have 
decided that the Chapel will close permanently. 

The Chapel and its Sunday School have served the 
village of Souldern for over 150 years but due to 
ever decreasing numbers and minimal support it is 
no longer possible to continue.  

The decision was made in February, one year after 
regular services were stopped, and the plan was to 
have a final supper evening at Easter. However, the 
latest situation with the coronavirus has made this 
no longer a sensible decision and therefore the 
supper will not go ahead. We do however hope to 
have an event of some kind before the chapel is 
sold, but we will wait until such a time as it is 
deemed safe to do so. 

After it has formally closed, the chapel will then be 
valued and put up for sale on the open market.  

Please look out for further announcements in future 
issues and meanwhile we hope you enjoy reading 
the memoirs of Geoff Reeve that are being pub-
lished over four months. 

Please send any enquiries to chapel@souldern.org 

Thank you 

150 YEARS OF SOULDERN CHAPEL 

Continued from p10 

 

In the chapel there were boards across the front 
where now there is a communion rail. 

Removal of those caused lots of debate. And the 
painting of the boards behind the pulpit.  Some of 
the older people were in favour others very much 
against.  

For some 20 years or so I was secretary of the 
Chapel & when we opened up one weekend it had 
been raining in. And so, on the Monday morning I 
had to get someone to look at the roof. On exami-
nation it was found that the slates had rotted over 
the years & if you rubbed them with just your 
fingers they would powder away. So, we needed 
an estimate to renew the roof. If my memory 
serves me correctly it was for £6000.  Where was 
this to be found.  There were only around eight 
members & all elderly, they could not be expected 
to have a sponsored cycle ride to raise funds. We 
prayed about this & during the next week a village 
resident (a church warden) Major Grey came to 
see me & said he wished to help. Could we supply 
him with names & hopefully addresses of people 
that had passed through’ the Sunday school & 
Chapel. He would send out appeals for donations 
to get us started on fund raising. He did this and 
the cheques started to roll in. 

Another lady living in the village, Mrs Cotterill 
organised a coffee morning & brought us £400. Six 
weeks from receiving the estimate we had the 
money to go ahead. All we as a Church had done 
was pray about it. 

When the roof was completed, we had a service 
of rededication, & afterwards when the last cups 
of tea had been served the electricity failed. It was 
definitely only the Chapel that had no electric.  
And so, on the Monday I had to get an electrician 
in. The Church needed rewiring. And so again we 
needed an estimate. The money left after the roof 
renewal was there in the funds to the very last 
penny. 

 

Geoffrey Reeve’s memoirs of Souldern Chapel will 
be continued next month. 

Could YOU help us produce this mag? We need 

temporary help please. See editorial p2 for info. 
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SOULDERN NEWS 

Souldern United Charity   

Educational Grants 

As students head off to new university and college 
courses, are you aware that Souldern residents can 
apply to Souldern United Charity for a one-off educa-
tional grant of up to £500?   

These grants are open to all Souldern villagers and are 
NOT means tested, so we are open to receiving applica-
tions from individuals of all households. Please note 
that it isn’t only university and college students that 
can apply. If you are hoping to pursue a course or de-
velop skills  in a vocational, sporting or musical capacity 
you may also be eligible. 

Each application is considered confidentially on a case 
by case and grants made according to available funds 
at that time. If you wish to discuss an possible grant 
application please contact the Secretary, Susan Jones 
on 07802 668434 or by email: su-
san.jones@headlinersgroup.com for more information.  

 

Souldern United Charity 

Charity Land Fireworks displays 

Use of Charity land for firework displays requires per-
mission. Adequate provision of insurance must be 
provided. Any of the Trustees can be contacted for this 
purpose. Chris Rothero , Carol Couzens, Norma Jones, 
David Blunt and Sue Medhurst, who is also your con-
tact point for allocation of allotments. 

TO BOOK  
SOULDERN VILLAGE HALL 

 
Please contact 

Kate Green—07812 501604 
souldern.villagehall@gmail.com 

 
HIRE CHARGES 

Souldern Groups 
£7 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) 
£40 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Deposit £50 
Souldern residents 
£8 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) Deposit £50 
£70 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Non-Residents Hire Costs: 
£15 per hour (up to 5 hrs.)  
£130 per day (more than 5 Hours) Deposit 
£100 
Block bookings 6+ sessions £14 per hour 

Souldern Village Hall AGM 
Tuesday 21 April 

COVID 19 – SOULDERN PARISH COUNCIL  

COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK 

 

With the escalation of the COVID 19 situation there is 
a network of volunteers in Souldern who are willing 
to offer assistance where it is needed in the village 
with everyday tasks from collecting prescriptions 
through to shopping/ grasscutting and dogwalking 
etc. There are also two medical professionals in the 
village who are willing to offer informal advice should 
anybody want to talk to them.  

Through the use of our village Whatsapp group we 
are communicating to as many parishioners as we 
can reach and taking steps to be there to support 
those who might need to self / family isolate in the 
coming weeks. As a community the network is there 
to help those that need it.  

If you are not a member of the Village Whatsapp 
group please send a message to Nick Oakhill on 
07845 594099, who will then put you onto the circu-
lation list. 

Parishioners who are not whatsapp users, pleasebud-
dy up with neighbours who are so that everybody can 
be on the circulation list or at the most one step 
away from it. 

Alternatively, if you require assistance or feel able to 
offer help please make yourself known to any of the 
following in the village: 
John Hoodless motorvat@aol.com 07785391591 
Alan Smith alan.smith@kantar.com 07400 464401 
Laura How: laura.how@btinternet.com 07710 
242002 
Kirsty Allpress: kirsty@allpress.org.uk: 07734 544001 
Barbara McGarry: 
barbara.a.mcgarry@googlemail.com 
07889 444616 
Susan Jones: susan.jones@headlinersgroup.com 
07802 668434 

Please do not be hesitant in requesting help in these 
unprecedented times if you need it. The network of 
volunteers is there to provide assistance where it is 
needed and will be happy to do what they can. 

Nick Oakhill 

On behalf of Souldern Parish Council 

16th March 2020 
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Gentle Yoga & Mindful Breathing 
returns to Souldern 

 
Once again highly experienced yoga instructor 
Andreas Wren will be helping people of all ages and 
fitness levels learn the simple techniques than can 
make a big difference to their physical and mental 
wellbeing. 
Relaxed, informal and informative, the session at 
Souldern Village Hall runs from 11.00 to 13.00 on 
Saturday 25 April. 
 
Tickets are only £10. For further details contact 
either branch at the email addresses below. 
publicity@cherwell.cats.org.uk 
enquiries@chiltern.cats.org.uk  www.cats.org.uk  

Souldern Village Hall 
11:00—
12:30 
First 

Wednesday 
of each month 

If… 
You work from home and fancy a quick break, 

Need to get out in the fresh air with                                
the children, or just fancy  a catch up with neigh-
bours, come along  and join us for a cup of fresh 

coffee and home-made cake. 
 

Wednesday 4th March 
Wednesday 1st April 

ime to talk 

Fox Inn takeaway and home delivery service 

Les and Paul at the Fox Inn, Souldern are offering a 
takeaway service based on their normal menu. Opening 
times for collection are currently 12-2pm lunch and 6-
8.30 evenings, except Sunday night when the Fox is 
closed. They will be happy to deliver to people in 
Souldern who are in the vulnerable category. They 
would appreciate as much notice on orders as possible 
to meet stock demands (24 hours ideal) and not leave 
anyone disappointed. Specials will be announced on the 
Fox facebook page and the Souldern Village WhatsApp 
group. 

Phone: +44 1869 345284 

E-mail: enquiries2@thefoxatsouldern.co.uk  

Souldern Parish Council 

Souldern Village Playground 

The Parish Council would like to respond to concerns 
raised in the February issue of the 3 Parishes regard-
ing the closure of some equipment and clarify the 
position on the future of the playground. 

The answer to the question ‘Souldern Playground – 
were the users considered?’ is a resounding Yes. We 
are duty bound to ensure the health and safety of 
the playgrounds users especially given their age and 
following a ROSPA inspection certain pieces of 
equipment were deemed very high risk and that 
they should be decommissioned immediately. Whilst 
it is unfortunate that we have had to make the deci-
sion to remove some equipment and to make others 
out of bounds we hope that people understand that 
the safety of the children using the equipment is 
paramount.  

The large slide, while being a feature, is over 40 
years old and the structure has considerable rot 
problems in its supports and dangerously exposed 
nails on the steps up. 

However, the Parish Council is committed to ensur-
ing the future of the playground for the children of 
the Village and surrounding area and are supporting 
a sub-group in looking at the future of the play-
ground both from a need and funding point of view. 

A recent survey has been conducted obtaining the 
views of the village on what equipment types would 
be desired in a future playground. Following that a 
consultation & planning meeting was held on Thurs-
day 5th March to review the results of the survey 
and plan for the future, with one of the most im-
portant parts being design and fundraising.  

The consensus from the meeting which is support-
ed by the Parish Council is that the areas of focus 
can be broken down into four parts; 

• U10's playground 

• Older age group activity area 

• Maintain the Big Slide in some form 

• Running/cycling track 

We are committed to having an excellent play-
ground for the Village, but we must ensure that it is 
safe and fit for purpose. 

Spring is in the air 

As we move out of winter and into spring it is a 
good time to make the Village look spic and span 
and we encourage everyone to have a clean up 
outside their house. 

The council also provides dog bins and bags and we 
appreciate the people using them, however it has 
been noticed that there has been an increased 
incidence of used dog bags left on verges rather 
than placed in the bins. Please be considerate of 
others and use the facilities provided.  
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FUN COLOURING 
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Across 
4. Name of the farm where the Helmeted Guinea Fowl 
live 
11. Name of the Rugby Club recently disbanded in 
Fritwell 
12. First name of the owner of Wrighton's shop 
13. Local operator of the Railway that runs close to all 
our villages 
14. The pub's name in Fewcott 
16. Sponsor of Ardley United FC's ground 
17. Church of the Annunciation of the .... in Souldern 
19. Scandinavian saint of Fritwell 
21. There is a farm auction at this Green regularly 

Down 
1. Award-winning tipple made in Bucknell 
2. Retro Hawk (anag) the castle mound is one of these 
3. Last name of the Headteacher at Fritwell School 
5. Name of the clockmaker born in Fritwell in 1614 
6. Before it was a Nature Reserve, what work was carried out 
at Ardley? 
7. What is the name of the brook that forms the boundary 
between Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire north of 
Souldern? 
8. Which village in the 3Ps has the shop and post office? 
9. Unusual flowers found in Stoke Woods in late Spring 
10. Name of the pre-Roman road that runs through Fritwell 
15. We mustn't touch this in order to prevent contracting 
Covid19 
18. What are we doing to stop the spread of Covid19? 
20. Which village in the 3Ps is the site of an early C12th cas-
tle? 

           1                                             

                                                         

                                               2         

               3                   4                     

                   5       6                             

       7               8           9   10                 

   11                           12                         

                                                         

               13                 14                       

                                                         

                                                         

           15       16                                     

                                                         

                                                         

       17               18                                 

                                                         

                       19   20                             

                                                         

               21                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

FUN—CROSSWORD 

hint—you an find all the answers 

locally or in previous copies of 

the 3Ps 

Solution on p21 
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Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 

FUN—QUIZ 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. Into which sea does the Nile flow? 
2. Three continents lie on the Tropic of Cap-

ricorn, South America is one, name any of 
the other two? 

3. In American currency 100 cents make a 
what? 

4. Afrikaans was developed from which Eu-
ropean language? 

5. What Italian word for 'Scratched Drawing' 
can be found on walls all over the world? 

6. What musical features 'Some Enchanted 
Evening' and 'There Is Nothing Like A 
Dame'? 

7. What was the name of the first manned 
lunar landing mission in 1969? 

8. Which boxer was nicknamed 'The Dark 
Destroyer'? 

9. Which sign of the Zodiac is represented 
by the Scales? 

10. One and a half litres of champagne is 
known as a what? 

11. What is the common name of the' Aurora 
Borealis'? 

MORE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. Annie Lennox and Dave Stewart made up 
which band? 

2. Which is the furthest North; Blackburn, 
Blackpool, Bradford or Burnley? 

3. Which George Created 'Star Wars'? 
4. Steve Tyler is lead singer with which 

American rock group? 
5. In which English county is Lands End 

found? 
6. What was Beethovens first name? 
7. Who wrote the book, 'Swallows and Ama-

zons'? 
8. Who was Englands first ever Million 

pound footballer? 
9. What was the name of Bruce Lee's final 

film? 

FIRST LINES—NAME THE SONG AND ARTIST 

1. Hello darkness my old friend, I've come to 
talk with you again. 

2. Sitting in the morning sun, I'll be sitting 
when the evening comes. 

3. The sirens are screaming and the fires are 
howling way down in the valley tonight. 

4. I work all night, I work all day to pay the 
bills I have to pay.  Aint it sad. 

5. Is this the real life, or is this just fantasy. 
6. And he drove the fastest milk cart in the 

West. 
7. People try to put us down, just because 

we get around. 
8. On a dark desert highway, cool wind in 

my hair. 
9. I've got sunshine on a cloudy day.  

FILM AND TV 

1. Which bar did Sam Malone run? 
2. The Nags Head was the pub in which clas-

sic British comedy series? 
3. What is the name of the pub in Corona-

tion Street? 
4. Which cartoon has a bar called 'Moes'? 
5. The strip bar 'Bada Bing' was run by Tony 

in which TV show? 
6. Which club had Peter Kay and Paddy 

McGuinness as doormen? 
7. Where did Luke Skywalker first meet Han 

Solo?  

Could YOU help us produce this mag? 

We need temporary help please. See 

editorial p2 for info. 

Answers on p21 
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FUN—solutions 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
1. Mediterranean 
2. Australia, Africa 
3. Dollar 
4. Dutch 
5. Graffitti 
6. South Pacific 
7. Apollo XI 
8. Nigel Benn 
9. Libra 
10. Magnum 
11. Northern Lights 

MORE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

1. Eurythmics 

2. Blackpool 
3. Lucas 
4. Aerosmith 
5. Cornwall 
6. Ludwig 
7. Arthur Ransome 
8. Trevor Francis 
9. Enter The Dragon  
 
FIRST LINES—SONG AND ARTIST 

1. Simon & Garfunkel - Sound 
of Silence 

2. Otis Redding - Dock of the 
Bay 

3. Meatloaf - Bat out of Hell 

4. Abba - Money Money Money 
5. Queen - Bohemian Rhapsody 
6. Benny Hill - Ernie 
7. The Who - My Generation 
8. The Eagles - Hotel California 
9. The Temptations - My Girl 
 
FILM AND TV 
1. Cheers 
2. Only Fools And Horses 
3. The Rovers Return 
4. The Simpsons 
5. The Sopranos 
6. The Phoenix 
7. Mos Eisley Cantina  
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PETER SOUTHAM 

 
Building & Home Maintenance Service 

*Roofing, Guttering, Chimney problems, Carpentry, Fencing, Brick/
stonework,  

Concrete paths, Drives, Patios & Garage Doors 
Insurance approved 

*For a personal service 
Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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     Landscaping and General Garden 
Maintenance.  

    We cover all aspects of hard and 
soft  

Landscaping   
We have public liability 

 
Please contact us on: 
 
M  07714 645596     
H 01869 346894  
E: lexingtonlandscapes@yahoo.co.uk 
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BANBURY MEMORIALS  LTD 

 

 

 

HAND CARVNG & LETTERING 

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS  

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 

Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of Gran-

ite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  

BULLSHEAD 
GARAGE  

(SOULDERN) LTD 
 

01869 345281 
 

MOT Testing Station 
 

Servicing & Repairs  
to most Makes of Cars 

& Light Commercial Vehicles 
 

Most Credit Cards accepted 
 

EXHAUSTS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 

A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 

Quality seasoned hardwood split  

logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 

01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in Ox-

fordshire so try us today! 

 
AYNHO BOUNCY CASTLES 

  
PARTIES, FETES, & SHOWS  

ATTENDED 
 

Contact ED on 
 

T  01869 810808 
M  07811 225698 

Advertise your Business here 
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 

✓ Dog Kennels 

✓ Hutches 

✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 

or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 

Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 

www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  

 nursing care 

• Open 7 days a week 

• RCVS Accredited Hospital 

• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 

 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 
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FRETS and STRINGS 

GUITAR TUITION 
 

• Do you have a neglected guitar under the 
bed? 

• Have you always wanted to play but lack the 
confidence to try? 

• Not played for ages and cant remember 
which way up to hold it? 

 
Contact me for friendly, relaxed lessons  
tailored to your own pace/ability 
 

 Beginner to intermediate Acoustic of Electric 

 Individual or group sessions available 

 Competitive rates 

 Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 

 
Contact: Carl Hynes  
Tel: 01869 346403 
Or 07899 891513  

email:carl@esscomm.co.uk 
www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 

 

R SPITTLE & Sons  
 

PAINTERS & DECORATORS  
 

 FOR ALL  
YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 

 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
 

Mobile: 07768 100156 
 

rspittle8sons@gmail.com 
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R.J. Wakelin 
 

Painting and Decorating 
Specialist 

 
Private / Commercial 

Interior / Exterior 
 

Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  
Gardening Souldern  

 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 

 

Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 26849  
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
 

mailto:dave_barnes@live.co.uk
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CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR 
 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and STORAGE 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
LOFT BOARDING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
STUD WALLING 

TILING 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

GENERAL REPAIRS 
AND MORE...PLEASE ASK! 

 
EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  

CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 
 

07909 513201 

fionaquigley@live.com 
 

 

 Oil Fired Boiler Service  

 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  

on  

07977 107790  

Thank you to all my  

customers over the years 

Andy 
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Three Parishes Magazine – Your Local Grapevine 
Delivered free to every home in Ardley w 

Fewcott, Fritwell and Souldern, the new-look 

Three Parishes is your friendly, chatty guide to  

❖ NEWS 

❖ INFORMATION                                                                        

❖ HELP 

❖ OPINIONS 

❖ ENTERTAINMENT 
 

 Every edition carries news about 
people, events and topical issues 
relating to our villages 

 A ‘go to’ guide to a wide range of 
expert trades and services covering the 
area 

 A platform where local people can 
make their voices heard on subjects of 
interest / concern to our 
neighbourhoods 

 Latest church and chapel news, 
including a calendar of services 

 Fascinating general interest articles  
 A lively social media operation  

 

We want to hear your news, views and ideas 

Please contact the Editor, Vicky Hibberd on 

07788 560 174                                                     

Email: editor@3parishesnews.co.uk 

Advertise in the Three Parishes                                                                                                                                       
 Our competitive advertising rates enable 

small to medium businesses to reach new customers 
cost effectively                                                                   

For full details contact: Val 07833 383 563                     
Email: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertise with us!  
 
You will reach 1000 
readers and countless 
social media users at a 
very reasonable price.  

See p35 for details 

Computer Science Tuition 

Online - GCSE, A-Level, Project work 

 

Give Old Laptops a Reboot 

Need an extra PC? Maybe we can help 
Let Linux revive a slow machine 

 

We can transfer CDs, Vinyl, Cas-
settes to Hard Drive 

Enjoy your entire music collection in high 
quality throughout your home 

 

Mike Stewart 07768 170444 

bitperfectnetworkaudio@gmail.com 

 
Bit-Perfect Network Audio 

Purveyors of audio services to Fritwell Live 
Web: bitperfectnetworkaudio.duckdns.org 

FRENCH LANGUAGE TUITION 

Learn French in a fun and friendly envi-
ronment! 

Lessons available online or in person and 
suitable for children/adults wanting to 
start learning or improve their French 

language skills. 

 

 

 

 

For further details, please contact:  

Mrs Stewart. Telephone:  

07532 445938 

Could YOU help us produce this 

mag? We need temporary help 

please. See editorial p2 for info. 
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THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 

 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the edi-
tors do not necessarily agree with the content of 
contributions and reserve the right to edit for 
space, all are considered equally. If your item is 
not time-sensitive, it will not necessarily be in-
cluded in the first issue after you submit it. All 
contributions by email will be acknowledged. 
Word limit: 400.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an 
article by phone to the editor if you don’t have a 
computer or deliver to 11 May’s Close in Frit-
well. 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January—
invoices sent in December. 
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st 
of month. 
 
May 2020   April 17th 
June 2020  May 15th 
July 2020  June 19th 
August/September 2020 July 17th 
October 2020  September 18th 
November 2020 October 16th 
December 20/January 21 November 20th 
 
CIC No. 11182467 Directors: 
Ken Langdon ken@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Helen Metcalfe helen@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Marketing: nick@3parishesnews.co.uk 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

41p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£78.50 per year 
(£7.85 per issue) 

1/2 pg H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£157 per year 
(£15.70 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£314 per year 
(£31.40 per issue) 

2020 Advertising Prices 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

 
AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities of 
Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern by pro-
moting a sense of inclusion and belonging so that 
all residents feel able to take part in, and contribute 
to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the commu-
nity in the form of a regular magazine and social 
media presence, and other suitable methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for community 
organisations such as: Parish Councils, Churches, 
Youth Organisations, Social Enterprises, local busi-
nesses, charities, schools, advocacy services etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services by publish-
ing reviews in order to encourage people to attend 
and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of inter-
est to people in the three villages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and charities 
with donations, grants etc from the profits of the 
CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling advertising to 
local businesses to be published in the regular 
magazine and on social media.  

Three Parishes Ardley  

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 
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