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WELCOME 

DIARY 
Every Sunday 10-12 Community Fridge—Fritwell 
Village Hall 
Every Wednesday 4.30-5.30 Community Fridge—
Fritwell Village Hall 
APRIL 
2-5 April—Easter Weekend—for church services and 
other activities (p11) 
10th April 10am to 1pm, 11th April 11am to 1pm 
Ardley Litterblitz (p16) 
From April 21st Wednesdays 6pm Lower Heyford 
Bowls Club (p7) 
MAY 
May 23rd 10.30 a.m. Reopening of Fritwell Chapel 
(p12) 
JUNE 
June 6th 10.30 a.m. Fritwell Chapel Anniversary 
service (p12) 
17-20 June (date to be decided) BBC Gardeners’ 
World day trip (p8) 
June 26th 2 p.m. Cream Teas and Stalls at Fritwell 
Chapel (p12) 
AUGUST 
22-26 August Edinburgh Military Tattoo trip (p8) 
SEPTEMBER 
September 5th 10.30 a.m. Harvest Service (p12) 
September 6th 7 p.m. Harvest Supper and Sale (p12) 
OCTOBER 
14-18 October Cornwall Tour (p8)  
DECEMBER 
December 3rd Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre 
trip (p8) 

EDITORIAL 
Welcome to the April issue. I am absolutely 
delighted to be able to bring back the Diary 
now that we are tentatively arranging events 
as more and more people get their 
vaccinations and Covid restrictions are slowly 
lifted. I saw in the news that the extremely 
vulnerable who have been shielding since 
last March will be able to live as normal from 
April 1st. Of course this still means all the 
“new normal” precautions must be taken, 
but there is the potential to go out shopping, 
visit one’s bubble and exercise outside with 
one other person. By the time you read this, 
there could well be other restrictions lifted 
too. 
This month we have pieces on the Three 
Parishes Fridge, more local history, some 
family history (mine) and Headteacher 
Jonathan Hart reports on the very welcome 
return to school for his students, many of 
whom he hasn’t seen since before Christmas. 
Lower Heyford Bowls Club is recruiting—in 
the hope that the season can begin in late 
April, and Group Garden Holidays has gone 
bonkers with arrangements. Something for 
everyone and so much to look forward to. 
Ardley Gardening Club presents a fun and 
feathery anagram quiz, and there’s some 
welcome news regarding speed limits in 
Fritwell, the home of our school. 
Finally our trusted printer gives an insight 
into how Lockdown has compared with other  
business crises he has lived through. 

Don’t forget to sign up 
if you’d like to receive 
the magazine by email 
as well as in paper 
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What a completely brilliant resource this is turning out to be! 
 
The Three Parishes Community fridge at 
Fritwell Village Hall carpark is open every 
Sunday between 10 and 12 and every 
Wednesday between 4.30 and 5.30pm.  
Your editor wandered down there at 10am 
on Sunday March 21st to see what it was 
all about. I couldn’t quite believe my eyes. 
A line of people stretching almost to 
Fewcott was waiting patiently (some 
exploring the conveniently-sited book 
swap to pass the time). Socially distanced 
and masked up, they presented 
themselves politely one at a time at the 
groaning tables of produce that would 
otherwise have been thrown away by 
retailers because it was about to go out of 
date. 
There was plenty for everyone, including 
flowers, fruit, vegetables, biscuits, bread,  
and milk. 
The atmosphere was upbeat as everyone 
chatted as they waited. 
Many thanks to the instigator of this, Kerry 
Mellor, and long may it continue.  
Kerry is looking for people with large 
vehicles who can help to collect produce 
for the event. Please take a look at, and join, 
the facebook page for more information. https://www.facebook.com/groups/3723550751068906/ 

 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY FRIDGE 

Patiently waiting and checking out the Book Swap cupboard  

A huge array of goodies. And all for free! To anyone! 

OTHER NEWS 
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LOCAL HISTORY 

Following on from the article in the March edition, 
here are a few more historical titbits. 
Roman Roads 
North Oxfordshire is crossed by two main Roman 
roads, Akeman Street, running East/West from St. 
Albans (Verulamium) to Cirencester (Corinium 
Dobunnorum). Another unnamed road runs 
North/South from Dorchester on Thames 
(Dorocina) to Towcester (Lactodurm). 
However, a third, and possibly fourth Roman road 
also run North/South through our area. According 
to mapping evidence it would appear that a road, 
possibly a side road off of Akeman Street, splits 
into two about a mile north of Kirtlington. A map 
dating from around 1890 clearly marks the 
western most road as ‘Portway. Roman Road’ 
running almost to Souldern. The more easterly of 
these roads is marked on the map as ‘Wattle Bank, 
Ash Bank or Aves Ditch’ and runs almost arrow 
straight up through Fritwell 
(Raghouse Lane and East Street) 
and on to Souldern. 
It has been suggested, however, 
that ‘Portway’ may in fact be an 
ancient British trackway that the 
Romans adopted. 
Churches 
St. Olave’s church in Fritwell is 
one of only thirteen in the UK 
dedicated to the saint. 
All Saints church, Fewcottt, was 
apparently demolished in 1959. 
Presumably because of the new 
parish of Ardley with Fewcott 
after boundary changes in the 
early 1950s.  
Battles  
In 584 the Battle of Fethanleag 
was fought near the village of 
Stoke Lyne. A West Saxon king, 
Ceawlin, and his son Cutha, led an 
army against an army of Britons. 
Ceawlin appears to have been 
victorious but Cutha was slain. 
The Ploughley Hundred 
Although at the time of the 
Doomsday Book in 1086 this area 
was contained within the 

Kirtlington Hundred, Kirtlington was a royal manor 
and had control of two and a half hundreds, 
Ploughley being one of them. The name Ploughley 
comes from the old English for a Barrow or burial 
mound that was on the hill in the extreme north 
eastern corner of Fritwell parish, close to the Bear 
public house. After being renamed Ploughley 
District in the 1930s, the Hundred finally became 
part of the new Cherwell District Council 
administrative area in 1974 
On A Final Note 
In my last article I mentioned that neither Fewcott 
nor Souldern are mentioned in Doomsday Book. 
This is because Fewcott was a hamlet within the 
parish of Stoke Lyne and Souldern was in royal 
ownership and therefore exempt from taxation, 
and was a ‘Free Manor’ and local official could not 
enter the ‘Vill’ (a medieval equivalent of a parish) 
without a writ from the King. 

Image courtesy of British History Online 

Three Parishes History by Alex Steer—Part 2 
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FAMILY HISTORY 

I’ve been researching my family history for some 
years now, and became quite fascinated by some 
of the characters.  
My Great-Grandfather on my mother’s side was 
born William Henry Lűning Dunn (HWLD). I think 
his grandfather was German but I haven’t 
confirmed his arrival in England or his early 
whereabouts. About 15 years ago I was lucky 
enough to find HWLD’s World War One record. I 
understand that about 70% of WWI records were 
destroyed in a fire, so I feel very lucky to have 
seen HWLD’s. This record, despite being only 11 
months long is enlightening. “Henry William 
Dunn” was enlisted on May 30th 1916 in Leyton, 
Essex. (We now think of this as London). His 
“apparent age” is listed as 31. He names his next 
of kin as his daughter, Barbara, who was at the 
time only a few months old. He lists his marital 
status as “separated”, and the address of his 
daughter as care of his mother, Margaret Dunn, 
573 High Street, Leyton. Under “Are you willing to 
be vaccinated/revaccinated” he has written NO. 
Most importantly of all the information in his 
record is the entry on April 22nd 1917: “DESERTED 
from Sydenham”.  
These few snippets along with some internet 
research allow one to make some deductions (or 
perhaps assumptions) but also throw up some 
questions. Not very surprisingly he doesn’t include 
his third name “Lűning” on the papers – given he 
was supposed to be fighting Germans. He lies 
about his age. Already having his birth certificate, I 
knew that he was in fact 27 in 1916. Why add 4 
years? Why refuse vaccination? Why is his 
daughter living with his mother and not with her 
own mother? 
The refusal of vaccination tells me that he was a 
“conscientious objector”. This term was coined in 
the mid-nineteenth century after the introduction 
of the Compulsory Vaccination Acts of 1853 and 
1867. People who refused the vaccination of their 
children for reasons such as fear, political 
objection, or misinformation, were fined. There 
were riots in many cities citing civil rights and 
government prevention of families to keep their 
children healthy by “natural” means.  
William Henry Dunn took a very great risk when 
he deserted in 1917, since if he had been caught, 

he would have faced Court Martial. He was never 
heard of again. He is listed in the Police Gazette 
from May 8th 1917 onwards in the list of Deserters 
and Absentees from His Majesty’s Service. 
When he enlisted he was trying to appear older 
perhaps in order not to have to serve for as long 
as younger men. He objected to vaccination. He 
ended up deserting before being mobilised 
anywhere. To him, death by firing squad may have 
seemed more favourable than fighting against the 
Germans perhaps because he had a German 
grandfather…. 
Turning now to HWLD’s ‘wife’ and daughter. 
Mavis Melford was the mother of the tiny girl, 
Barbara. Mavis was the youngest child of Actor 
and Dramatic Writer Mark Melford and his wife 
Ethel Byford. The couple were working in a 
travelling show mainly in the north of England. 
Each time a child was born to Ethel, he or she was 
swiftly despatched to Ethel’s mother Rhoda 
Byford who lived in London. Mavis therefore was 
brought up by her Grandmother in London. And at 
the 1911 Census who should be listed as a 
“visitor” to Mrs Byford’s residence but Henry 
William Luning Dunn. So we can assume that this 
is how they met. Mavis was only 19 when Barbara 
was born, and there is no record of a marriage 
between Henry and Mavis. Although Mark wrote a 
memoire, and there is also a biography of him, 
there is barely any mention of Mavis. 
Mavis’s sister, Jackeydawra, was very obviously 
the favourite child, and later became one of the 
first women in the British Film industry. She was 
an active Suffragist – once being arrested and 
charged with catapulting lead shot carved with 
the words “votes for women” through the 
windows of a London hotel from the top deck of a 
bus. Her father Mark declared that he had “no 
control over my daughter” when asked by the 
Judge what the meaning of the outrage was. He 
paid the 40 shilling fine without batting an eyelid, 
and, being a keen animal rights activist himself, 
was no doubt very proud of her behaviour. 
The research continues…. 
Vicky Hibberd 
Have you uncovered some fun and fascinating 
family that you’d like to share? Send in—especially 
photographs—to the editor. 

DISSENTION IN THE FAMILY RANKS 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 

If you know anyone who would like to know 
more about what we offer, please pass on 
details of the school office (01869 345283) 
where our staff will make an appointment for 
me to discuss their children’s very special 
educational journey. 
Jon Hart 
Headteacher Fritwell CE School 

It has been just 
wonderful to 
welcome everyone 
back into school this 
last month. The 
atmosphere of 
positivity amongst 
families is tangible.  
Our children have 
been eager and 

enthusiastic to engage in 
their learning and, as always, 
have contributed enormously 
to our vision and values 
throughout the week. They 
have also shown 
understanding of sticking to 
safety rules and procedures 
to ensure everyone remains 
healthy.   
I would like to thank the 
parents who have put an 
enormous amount of effort 

and patience into home learning 
– it is evident that our children 
have had both emotional and 
academic support which will 
make their transition back into 
full time education so much 
easier.  
Staff are, as ever, enthusiastic 
and excited about the 
opportunities for the coming 
terms and have some super ideas 
to give the children and families 
some of those important 
memories that are the bedrock of 
our childhood. I remain very 
grateful to staff and for the 
essential link we enjoy with our 
families going forward and I am 

pleased to lead such a special school. 
We have spent time on exploring our vision of 
‘Growing and Learning together with God’ through 
the parable of the sower and a variety of 
wonderful activities seen here. 
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OTHER NEWS 

3PS CONTINGENCY PLAN 
At the Three Parishes Community Interest 
Company we need to think about what might 
happen to the magazine if our chief source of 
income (advertising—see February 2021 issue for 
more on this) is severely diminished for any 
reason. Our main expense is the printing of the 
magazine, so if the number of copies printed 
could be reduced then we could economise.  
Therefore we’d like to find out who would agree 
to receive the magazine by email instead of a 
paper copy in the event that we have to cut costs. 
We are going to collect email addresses for this 
purpose. We will use the email manager 
Mailchimp, and your data will be securely stored 
and will only ever be used to send out 10 issues of 
the magazine each year. We will never sell it, or 
give it to anyone. 
For the time being, everyone will still receive a 
paper copy of the magazine, and only in a 
financial crisis will we reduce the number of 
house deliveries. 
To sign up please go to our website 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
Vicky Hibberd 

LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS CLUB 
 

PHEW!!!  Summer is almost upon us and it looks 
as if we are finally in with a chance of getting back 
to a bit of normality after the isolation and 
challenges of lockdown.  (Ugh!) 
SO - now is the ideal time to take up a new, 
wholesome, fascinating, and enjoyable pastime - 
and pastimes don't come more enjoyable, 
wholesome, and fascinating then joining Lower 
Heyford Bowls Club. 
Membership is open to anyone in the area - we 
are an equal opportunities bowls club. 
We are hoping to have started our new season on 
21 April, Covid permitting, and we meet every 
Wednesday evening at 6 pm.  Please put this 
information in your diary - you don't want to miss 
out. 
We're a really friendly bunch of bowlers who are 
poised and ready to offer a warm welcome to new 
members.  You don't even have to know how to 
bowl!  Our crusty, more experienced members 
can show beginners the ropes very quickly.  
Before you know it, you will be out there on the 
greens as if born to the job. 
You can spend beautiful summer evenings with 
new friends, enjoying a glass of something cool 
and delicious and you will be getting gentle 
exercise at the same time. 
What's not to like? 
In the immortal words of Del Boy "You know it 
makes sense". 
For more information email 
lowerheyfordbowlsclub@gmail.com 

We could be bowling again in 2021 
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GROUPS & EVENTS 

Sadly, but not surprisingly the visit to Somerset 
has been cancelled due to the government travel 
guidelines. 
 
The ‘BBC Gardeners World Live’ due to take 
place between 17 – 20th June is currently under 
a change of date review so that it falls in line with 
the government covid guidelines. Once this is 
known I will update you all. Coach and entrance 
£35 which includes entrance to the BBC Good 
Food Show. Tickets will be non-refundable unless 
they can re-sold.  
 
The ‘Edinburgh Military Tattoo’ Departing on 
Sunday 22 August 2021 for 4 days/3 nights I 
have now been given the go ahead to take 
deposits for this forthcoming tour. These of 
course will be refundable should we not be able 
to travel.  
The Tattoo will be operating a reduced seating 
capacity for each show, my group will be seated 
together in a bubble, with social distancing 
measures implemented around us. Our seats 
have been secured for Monday 23rd August.  
Staying for 3 nights 4 days at the ‘Riverside 
Lodge’ in Irvine. Departing on Sunday 22nd 
August from the local area. 
There are twin/double rooms available. Single 
rooms (Twin/double for sole occupancy) plus £70 
supplement. Rooms with walk in shower are 
available but upon request. 
The proposed visits are to include Rosslyn 
Chapel, Edinburgh prior to the highlight of the 
Tour the Edinburgh Tattoo mid-range ticket 
included. Excursion with an optional 1 hr boat 
cruise at Tarbet located within the Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National Park followed by a 
visit to Helensburgh.  
 
Our ‘Cornwall’ tour Departing on Thursday 14 
October 2021 for 5 days/4 nights has had to be 
revised as the hotel in Penzance has decided not 
to accommodate groups this year making a visit 
to the Scilly Isles very difficult as no other 
accommodation near to the port could be found.  
Instead, we will staying at brand new 4-star hotel 
that has just opened its doors ‘Bodmin Jail Luxury 

Hotel’. Departing 14 October 5 days and 4 nights. 
A number of rooms have already been requested 
at this stage and all singles have been pre-
booked. 
Proposed visits to include Bicton Park and 
Botanical Gardens (on route), The Eden Project, 
Trebah Garden, Pinetum Gardens, Lanhyrock 
House & Gardens and a Cornish cream tea at 
Daphne Du-Maurier’s Jamaica Inn. 
 
Friday December 3rd Worcester Victorian 
Christmas Fayre coach seats £20 The Victorian 
Fayre was first started back in 1992 by traders 
from picturesque New Street and Friar Street. 
Now in its 28th year, the Fayre may have grown a 
lot but it has stayed true to its traditional roots 
with plenty of Victorian themed characters, 
festive treats and a wonderful atmosphere. This 
year there will be almost 200 stalls across the city 
centre, selling local arts and crafts, delicious 
street food and gifts. 
 
Two tours have pre-arranged for 2022 April - 
‘Holland and the Floriade’ Departing Tuesday 
19th April 2022 for 5 days 4nights an event which 
only takes place every 10years and late 
September a visit to ‘Northern Ireland’ 
Departing on Sunday 25 September 2022 for 6 
days/5 nights to include an overnight stay in 
Dumfries. Proposed visits to include The Titanic 
Experience, and Giants Causeway. Provisional 
bookings are now in place with most single 
rooms being taken. 
 
These tours are open to all, and no membership 
is required. ‘Good Times & Crazy Friends Make 
the Best Memories’ so why not come and join us. 
It is hoped that we can all meet up again soon for 
a lunch or afternoon tea when it is safe to do so. 
Watch this space… 
 
All of the above tours include ‘Executive’ coach 
travel from local pick-up points. For further 
information please contact Jean McGarry Group 
Organiser on 01869 345581 or email 
mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk  
 

GROUP GARDEN HOLIDAYS 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

 

 

 
HARRY THORNTON  

in FRITWELL 

HAPPY 16th BIRTHDAY  

28TH APRIL !!! 

 
 

 
 

Logan Groves was 4 
years old on 21st 

March 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

LOGAN!!   

First of all my thanks to Dave for pointing 
out my mistake about seeing a grouse. My 
view was short while cycling past and this 
bird scuttled into the hedgerow looking quite 
grouse-like, so it is entirely possible that 
what I saw was in fact a partridge. Going 
along that same road lately it is sad to see 
the flailing of the hedgerows by farmers' 
tractors. I know that these hedges do 
recover remarkably well and quickly but oh if 
only it were possible to encourage more of 
the ancient skill of hedge-laying, how 
gorgeous this would be. It would thicken the 
hedgerows considerably encouraging more 
safe bird nesting places and habitats for 
small vertebrates and invertebrates. 

What is so lovely now is to see and hear 
Spring beginning to warm our hearts. Have 
you noticed the blossoms on Blackthorns 
(Sloes) and some Cherry trees starting to 
come out and also the faint haze of 
hedgerows budding?  As I cycled down 
Somerton Road I could see hear many 
robins carolling, as well as the songs of 
chaffinches, sparrows, great and blue tits all 
trying to attract mates and claim territory.  
There also seem to be a great many 
blackbirds flying to and fro in gardens and 
country lanes. Many more wild flowers can 
be seen growing too.  Have you been in 
Ardley Churchyard lately and seen the 
fantastic array of celandines and primroses 
there?  Daffodils are about ready to 'toss 
their “Wordsworth” heads' and the grass is 
growing fast!  Mowing time soon. 

But my word haven't there been some 
severe frosty mornings?  But with the 
increasing heat of the sun those white fields 
and gardens quickly thawed out, thank 
goodness. Nevertheless please continue to 
care for our garden birds until buds start to 
burst and caterpillars and grubs begin to 
appear so that fledglings can be fed by their 
energetic parents. What did you think about 
Chris Packham's new-style Winter Watch?  I 
really loved it. 

If you walk quietly through Ardley Wood 
along the peripheral path you may surprise 
a muntjac feeding, as my neighbours did the 
other day, so keep your eyes open and be 
quiet. Yes there are deer (both roe and 
muntjac) in that area but silence is really a 
requirement. 

Madeleine’s Countryfile 
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   

Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926  helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  

Rev Andrew Foran 07753 677470 andrew.foran@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  

Administrator 01869 233687  barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

CHURCH NEWS 
Hello everyone, 
Do you recognise these words? 
“Daylight 
I must wait for the sunrise 
I must think of a new life 
And I mustn't give in 
When the dawn comes, tonight will be a memory too 
And a new day will begin” 
This is from Andrew Lloyd Weber’s ‘Cats’ from the song ‘Memory’ inspired by TS Elliot’s 
poems. 
I think these words sum up where we are now with this wretched pandemic. I think we are 
all waiting for a new dawn: a new sunrise. That new dawn seems to be just round the 
corner, but not here yet and we are not sure when exactly it is coming. It is what we hope 
for and we must not give in, we must keep on hoping. The new dawn will come. 
When Jesus was crucified and buried in the tomb, his supporters assumed that was the end. 
They were grieving and bewildered. They had put all their trust in this man who was going to 
lead them to freedom and now he was dead. Three days later Jesus rose from the dead, in 
human form, and their grief turned to amazement and joy, with a hint of confusion. 
We have the benefit of knowing that Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to heaven. We 
have not been left in confusion like those first believers. Our new dawn, our new life in 
Christ, happens every day. Our certain hope of an eternal life is ever present with us. 
An end to the pandemic will surely come but we do not know when. The resurrection of 
Jesus Christ has already happened, and our hope is fulfilled. 
We will be remembering Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday, 4th April at our church 
services: 9am at Ardley (outside), 10am at Fritwell (outside) and 11am at Souldern (inside). 
These will be short, non-Communion services and all are welcome. In the weeks going 
forward there will be more regular services at our churches, please watch for more 
information on church noticeboards and on social media. 
God bless and Happy Easter. 
Revd Helen C. Barnes 
Team Rector 

Scan this QR code to 
get to our website 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
11am Live Sunday Service                        

Via Zoom 
Recorded Spiritual Communion                    

sent via email  

DURING THE WEEK 
Weekday Recorded Morning Prayer 

Tues & Fri—sent via email 
To receive notifications  email 

barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

 PRIVATE PRAYER & QUIET TIME 
Souldern Church can be opened for private 

prayer & quiet time by ringing                         
07889 444 616 

All other churches in the benefice remain closed 
for the time being 

CHURCH NEWS 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
Stations of the Cross 

Each church in the Benefice will be                   
displaying a  different  ‘Station of the Cross’ 

GOOD FRIDAY Meditation 
St Mary’s Upper Heyford 

EASTER SUNDAY 4th April 
Indoor/outdoor services in church 

As well as the usual recorded service 

  Ardley                              
St Mary's     

Fritwell                     
St Olave's    

 Lower                  
Heyford                    

& Caulcott                     
St Mary's 

 Somerton                       
St James 

Souldern                   
Ann to                         

the BVM     

Upper                     
Heyford                 
St Mary's 

Heyford                    
Park                      

Chapel 

28-Mar   
10:30             

Outside                
Service  

10:30                    
Outside                
Service  

9:30                                
Outside                       
Service  

9:30                               
Outside                             
Service  

    

2-Apr           2pm                        
Meditation   

4-Apr 
9am                        

Outside                
Service 

10am                   
Outside 
Service 

11am                   
Indoor                    
Service 

10am                                
Indoor                            
Service 

11am                
Indoor                        
Service 

  6pm                  
Service 

11-Apr     
10:30                    

Service        
Indoors 

  
9:30                               

Service                         
Indoors 

    

EASTER SERVICES 

Check the Benefice website and church      
notice boards for up to date information                

on church services and events 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
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CHAPEL NEWS 

On 5th March I am pleased to say some of us 
were able to join with the Benefice and the 
Churches in Bicester for the World Day of Prayer 
service on Zoom. Thanks to Angela Chamberlain 
and Rev Helen Barnes for organising it all. 

We are hoping to reopen the Chapel and start 
our services again on May 23rd at 10.30 a.m.  

We are planning to have our Anniversary service 
on June 6th at 10.30 a.m. led by Dr Trevor Ray. 
This will be our 129th anniversary.  

At 2 o’clock on June 26th we will be holding a 
cream tea with stalls following Government 
guidelines at that time. 

September 6th at 7 p.m. we hope to be able to 
hold our usual harvest supper and sale. 

We pray that all the above activities will be able 

to go ahead.   

We continue to pray for Doreen and anyone else 
who is ill or lonely at this time. Looking forward 
to meeting up again soon. 

Preachers for May at 10.30 a.m. 

23rd    Miss B Green 
30th    Mr M Bromhall 
 

DIARY DATES 
May 23rd 10.30 a.m. Reopening of Chapel 

June 6th 10.30 a.m. Anniversary service 

June 26th 2 p.m. Cream Teas and Stalls at 
Fritwell Chapel 

September 5th 10.30 a.m. Harvest Service 

September 6th 7 p.m. Harvest Supper and Sale 

Congratulations to Dawn and Brian Calver having reached 60 married years together 
on 18 March last month. Best wishes to them both. Love from the family. 

FRITWELL WESLEYAN REFORM CHURCH 
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SOULDERN NEWS 
SOULDERN PLAYGROUND UPDATE 

 
Saturday 13th March saw an impressive 
display of community spirit as villagers 
formed a formidable working party to 
remove the old play equipment.  It was a 
moving moment, with fond memories 
shared of the joyful recreation that 
Souldern Playground has given to many 
generations of children.  
New uses have been found for some of 
the remnants, and the work was an 
exciting step towards regeneration of the 
playground and playing field for decades 
to come.  

Thank you to all 
those who 
helped.  
 
Souldern 
Playground 
Advisory Group 

One aspect of Souldern United Charity is that 
we’re here to provide support and relief to 
residents of the Souldern village community when 
they need our assistance. 
If you are facing difficulties, perhaps through 
Covid related circumstances, please feel you can 
contact any of the Trustees in confidence to 
discuss your situation, or you can ask another 
Souldern resident to seek help on your behalf. 
Educational grants are also available for those 
about to embark on a vocational course or 
entering further education. Some assistance 
towards funeral expenses of a Souldern resident 
can also be made available. 
Applications for support should be directed in 
writing to Susan Jones, Secretary to SUC, Yew 

Cottage, Bates Lane, Souldern, OX27 7JU or phone 
07802 668434, outlining the particular case you 
wish to highlight and the committee will be 
pleased to consider it confidentially and 
sympathetically, within the Charity guidelines.  
Other trustees who can be contacted are; Chris 
Rothero, Carol Couzens, Norma Jones, David 
Blunt, Katy Draper and Sue Medhurst, who is your 
contact regarding allotments – see below. 
Allotments : If you wish to be considered for one 
of the SUC allotments please contact Sue. You can 
also put your name down for one of the smaller 
plots under our Community Allotment scheme. It’s 
a great way to get started and to meet other 
villagers in the same position!  

SOULDERN UNITED CHARITY (SUC) 
Registered Charity number 1002942 
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SOULDERN NEWS 

A chilling thought 
Despite the abundant signs of Spring, seasoned 
gardeners live with the fear of an overnight frost. 
As well as killing or stunting the growth of plants, 
especially tender new ones, a cold snap also 
lowers the temperature of the soil, impeding the 
sowing process.  
The UK weather has always been renowned for 
its unpredictability and, as the media reports 
with relish, climatic extremes are the new norm. 
Not all of this is new , though – snowfalls in May 
and even June are not unknown. 
So, apart from anxiously studying weather 
forecasts and fumbling with worry beads, what 
can the gardener do? Some of this falls into the 
‘Should have started last season’ category, such 
as choosing plants that are suitable to your 
growing conditions. Are there particularly 
exposed areas or frost pockets in your garden or 
allotment? If so, it’s wise to select hardy 
varieties. Slightly tender plants will do best in 
sunny spots, such as south facing walls.  

Action to take if the dreaded frost warning is 
issued includes covering vulnerable growth with 
horticultural fleece and wrapping container 
plants with bubble film. If necessary, pots and 
containers should be moved to less exposed 
locations. Windbreaks (available from 
horticultural suppliers) are also worth 
considering, particularly for sites where the wind 
blows chill.  
Weather forecasts are a useful guide but it’s 
important to take local conditions into account 
too. A Souldern Horticultural Society sage warns 
that temperatures on our allotments can be 
three degrees lower than the forecast figure. 
When considering planting time it’s better to err 
on the side of caution. 
 
For more details on fighting the frost visit:  
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=704 

SOULDERN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTTT NEWS 

Winners for January; 
171 C Thornton £50 
155 S Palmer £20 
64 S Lewis £15 
89 A Morris £10 

Winners for February; 
24 H Fanthome £50 

115 H Killick £20 
149 V Embleton-Spencer £15 

95 Nigel Robinson £10 

I love the English weather…already this year Ian 
and I have managed to enjoy a couple of cups of 
coffee, sitting on the deck, in the sunshine. We’ve 
even had a few days when the garden seat cush-
ions have been brought out to air and bask in the 
sun if that is what inanimate objects do of course!  
Admittedly the parasols are still wrapped up and 
in storage but hey ho it was so good to sit outside 
albeit for a short while.  
We will all have noticed that the daylight hours 
are getting longer and that in itself brings with it a 
lightening of spirit as bulbs are flowering, bumble 
bees are visiting and birds are singing. Of course, 
the vaccination roll out is also raising spirits and 
expectations of a return to normality.  
 We had lots of flying ant activity last summer and 
recently I came across the following gardening tip 
about getting rid of ants in the lawn and thought 
that some of you might find it helpful:  
Apparently if you put a large biscuit tin or flower 
pot over the ant hill in the morning, as it heats up 
the ants take their eggs up to the container. In the 
afternoon, you slide a piece of cardboard under 
the container, and remove and dispose of the 
eggs. In addition, the nematode Steinernema felti-
ae can be watered into the soil where ants have 
brought soil up onto the surface. Lets see what 
works! 
 
I thought long and hard about this submission and 
decided that I would share one of Ian’s legendary 
quizzes. For those who are unaware Ian produces 
quizzes for hall-based events as well as journeys 
on day trips and holidays. They are varied and in-
teresting and so I hope you enjoy the one in to-
day’s submission. The answers can be found on 
page 19. 

 
 

British Bird Life Anagrams 
(in gardens, fields & forest) 

Yaj 
Rnew           
Couokc          
Dterkie               
Wpawhrokars        
Dfraefile              
Twifs          
Wlangip          
Zurazdb          
Hnahcutt              
Teratgtdepsopoweodker(3words)  
Okor             
Rvodgopenlel (2words)     
Ghoclndif              
Ffffc-cahhi          
Nree               
Lretkes         
Npwooogide        
Rifetcsre             
Eysoper                
Rmeairsrhrah (2words)          
Wroc              
Enaegdlleog (2words)      
Rterpeeecre (2words)      
Lowlttiel (2words)           

 
As I said last month, for the past twelve months 
our events have stopped, as together, we follow 
Government instructions to stay home to keep 
safe and well. However, the Committee is ready 
and poised to act as conditions safely allow.  
On behalf of the Committee, I wish you all keep 
safe and well and we look forward to seeing you 
all soon. 
Best wishes 
Denise 

Ardley and Fewcottt Gardening Club 

AwF 100 Club 
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GENERAL 
If you can, Mr. Brahmbhatt of Fewcott House 
always welcomes anyone who can offer to chat 
with residents there over the phone. Please 
continue to keep an eye on lonely neighbours 
and friends, especially during this current 
lockdown. Do try and give Fewcott House a call 
on 01869 345501 if you can. 
BICESTER FOOD BANK 
During this current lockdown many are struggling 
to make ends meet so during this time of COVID 
please leave anything you can spare such as tins, 
packets, tea/coffee/cordials, dried foods, biscuits, 
pasta, cereals, rice and treats for the Bicester 
Food Bank at collection points in stores as these 
things are really welcome. You can also contact 
Angela Chamberlain (345332) or Madeleine Horn 
(346621) who can tell you where you can leave 
items in THIS Village. Thank you to everyone for 
these gifts. 
WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT the 49ers CLUB 
GAME? Then please contact Madeleine Gilpin 
who can tell you what it is all about. Spare 
numbers will be coming up in the near future so I 
am anxious to find people to take these up when 
they occur. My telephone number is 01869 
345269. 
AFECT NEWS 
We are waiting to plant our primrose plants at 
the edge of Ardley Wood and as soon as weather 
permits this will be done. We are also planning to 
plant wild flowers on the Quarry Field but have to 
wait for the right time of course and when 
circumstances allow. Once the virus has come 
under control then perhaps more ambitious 
plans could take place. If there are folk in the 
Village with expertise on environmental, 
conservation or ecology issues who would be 
prepared to act as advisors to AFECT then please 
do get in touch with Mike Stokes on 346612 or 
Madeleine Gilpin on 345269 as we would love to 
hear from you.  
HELLO ALL NEWCOMERS TO A-w-F VILLAGE 
Do PLEASE get in touch with Madeleine Gilpin on 
01869/345269 as it would be lovely to say 'Hello, 
introduce ourselves and Welcome' you all in this 
magazine. Normally I would pop round in person 
to say hello, but obviously this is not possible at 
the moment. You can email me, though, on 
mpuckle21@btinternet.com but please identify 

yourself as I always delete addresses I do not 
recognise. 
LITTERBLITZ 2021 
For those of you who are 'old-timers used to this 
annual event' you will have seen no advance 
notice of the Litterblitz happening in March this 
year. However I have sought advice and providing 
sensible precautions are taken, people socially 
distance, groups of pickers should not be more 
than six and preferably less and personal 
protective equipment such as masks and 
disposable gloves are worn it seems that we MAY 
hold the Blitz after 29th March. Consequently we 
are suggesting Saturday 10th April from 10am to 
1pm and Sunday 11th April from 11am to 1pm as 
the days we will work. You can collect your 
litterpickers, hi viz tabards, bags and gloves from 
the Knob where I will be found with the 
equipment from 10am on Saturday and 11am on 
Sunday. 
CHURCHYARD SPRING TIDY-UP 
Because of COVID there will be no Churchyard 
Springtime Tidy-up this year but the grass will 
from time to time be mown throughout the 
growing season. Thanks to Martine, Nick and 
Mick for their work, however, with mowing grass, 
clearing rubble and making sure the bins are 
emptied regularly. We are all so grateful to these 
wonderful volunteers. 
SOAPBOX AGAIN 
It has become increasingly unpleasant to see so 
much dog litter and dog litterbags decorating our 
beautiful village. It takes just a minute to pick up 
after your pet. It is hygienic and considerate. 
There are children who also walk these areas and 
you know what children are like. They often fall 
over at a drop of a hat and then their little hands 
could become infected. Dog faeces is dangerous 
as it contains an infection which seriously affects 
children's brains. PLEASE, PLEASE pick up after 
your pet and dispose of this sensibly either in the 
dog bins provided widely in the village or in your 
own green bin. 
ARE WE FRIENDLY PEOPLE? 
How lovely it is to be greeted with a smile and a 
warm 'hello' by passers-by when out in front 
gardens or out walking. It makes such a 
difference to the day, no matter what the 
weather. Make a difference to someone's day! 
Make it a 'sunshine' day. 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTTT NEWS 
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FRITWELL FORGET ME NOT CLUB 
By now we would have had our AGM at the 
beginning of this month but due to the existing 
restrictions still in place we are hoping to hold 
one in July. Until we can all get together the 
committee will resume their meetings to decide 
if this is possible. So fingers crossed we hope to 
get back to some normality soon. Hopefully 
then we would have all had our vaccinations 
done. We will start off in the hall but if 
restrictions of numbers are still in place we 
might have to be outside as well. I will let you 
all know at a later date. We hope to start our 90 
draw again as we already have a license to 
start. 
Our best wishes go to Doreen who is still not in 
the best of health she will be sadly missed on 
the committee as she has been on it for many 
years distributing Birthday cards to everyone 
doing the raffle and being the treasurer for a 
long time. 

FRITWELL PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE 
SPRING CLEAN! 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped 
with sprucing up the playground at the 
beginning of March.  The working party was a 
fantastic, socially distanced success. We had 
15+ volunteers throughout the day, which in 
itself is absolutely amazing, and we managed to 
achieve all that we had set out to do. This is 
what community spirit is all about! We hope all 
users will agree that it looks a different place. 
We also thank the Parish Council for the grant 
of £250 which will be spent shortly on repairing 
the fence and gates at the small childrens’ play 
area to make sure it is completely safe and 
secure.  
Remember to continue to take precautions 
against the spread of Covid  when you use the 

FRITWELL NEWS 
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FRITWELL NEWS 

What is happening over the Easter period? 
We are planning to have outdoor services on 
Palm Sunday and Easter Day – please see details 
elsewhere and local notices. 
Please come and see our Station of the Cross 
installation (from Palm Sunday) and our 
installations at each door (Good Friday – Easter 
Sunday, and for a few days afterwards). 
 
The time is now! 

 
Grass cutting has started in the Churchyard! If 
you would be prepared to help keep the 
churchyard grass mown, we would love to hear 
from you. Any volunteers would be welcome, but 
we would really appreciate some liaison over 
cutting. We can make equipment available if 
necessary.  
If you would like to help, please contact Jane 
White (15, The Lane or 01869 345396). 
A plea to all dog owners or dog walkers – please, 
remember to pick up after your dog in the 
Churchyard. ‘Thank you’ to the many of you who 
do. 

HOT OFF THE PRESS! 
Cherwell District Council has given us 
permission to replace our stolen lead roofing 
with terne-coated steel. This is the first step in 
a lengthy process. We now await a decision 
regarding permission from the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

Make a Donation to St Olave’s 
It is now even easier to make a donation to our 
church - just go to  https://
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5864/  and 
scroll to ‘Make a donation’. 
If you wish to donate by cheque, or donate 
specifically to the roof repair, please contact Ian 
Glendinning (6, Town Well End) or Jane White 
(as above).  

ST OLAVE’S CHURCH 

Coming soon! 
SPONSORED BIKE RIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
Spring Bank Holiday weekend, 29 - 31 May 
(date and time tbc).  
An event for all the family. For details contact 
Kate Neal (01869 346270) 
   
OPEN GARDENS – always a local favourite! 
Sunday 27 June 2021 
 
For initial details, or if you would be willing to 
‘open’ your garden, please contact Helen 
Metcalfe (01869 346697) 
All proceeds towards our parish church. 

Mothering 
Sunday 2021 
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FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL  
Traffic Survey 
The Parish Council would like to thank all those that participated in the recent survey of residents’ 
views on  speeding issues in Fritwell. 
A summary of the results is shown in the table below. Copies of the full results will be sent to residents 
on our mailing database. We will also post the full report on the Fritwell Parish Council website. This 
will be later in April as we are updating the website at this time. If you wish to be added to our 
database, please contact clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com 

 
Overwhelmingly, in addition to supporting viewpoints about speeding in Fritwell (although a minority 
believe we do not have an issue) the largest collective concern was about hazardous parking, including 
on pavements and close to junctions. 
We will now research potential strategies and costings to address both traffic calming and the parking 
issues. This survey forms an excellent primer for a Parish public meeting when we can consult the 
village about an action plan . Thank you again. 

Summary   
Survey response 19.3% (of 290 distributed) 
Perceived severity of speeding in Fritwell Averaged 7.5 out of 10 (10 being most 

severe) 
Do we have a speeding problem in 
Fritwell? 

91.1% believe we do 

Would a 20mph limit help? 78.6% in favour (with 4 returning “Don’t 
Know” or Partially Agree 

Gardening Club quiz answers from p15 
Jay    
Wren 
Cuckoo  
Red Kite 
Sparrowhawk 
Fieldfare  
Swift 
Lapwing 
Buzzard 
Nuthatch 
Greater spotted woodpecker 
Rook 
Golden Plover 
Goldfinch 
Chiff-chaff 
Erne 
Kestrel 
Woodpigeon 
Firecrest 
Osprey 
Marsh Harrier 
Crow 
Golden Eagle 
Tree Creeper 
Little owl 

Tanker Lorries 
Councillors are very aware of the problems caused 
to many residents by the frequent tanker visits to 
the Anglian Water facility in Raghouse Lane and 
are in discussions with Anglian Water over the 
issue. In the short-term, the tanker visits are 
necessary to prevent flooding, especially in Forge 
Place. However, Anglian Water have identified 
some faults that are due for imminent repair and 
this should reduce the need for some of the 
tanker trips, as will the decrease in surface water 
issues as we approach summer. In the longer 
term, Councillors are raising the issue of the need 
to ensure adequate capacity in the sewerage 
system to accommodate any future development 
in the village, peak rainfall seasons and more 
people working from home. We will keep 
residents informed of progress. 
Litter 
A huge ‘Thank you’ to the wonderful residents 
who have been diligently clearing our verges of 
litter during Lockdown. Please remember that the 
Parish Council has purchased four shiny new litter 
pickers which are available for residents to 
borrow. Please get in touch with the Clerk if you 
would like to test-drive one of these. 
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LOCKDOWN BUSINESS  

Studio86 piece here 

Three Parishes - desktop to doorstep
We are 86 Creative Print Ltd. We offer print, 
design, and copying services to businesses 
and the public alike from our premises in 
Telford Road, Bicester.

The business started in my shed shortly after 
I was made redundant, in the recession of 
1990. At that time the business was called 
Priory Print -the shed was in Priory Lane 
(sometimes you can spend too long thinking 
about a name for your business). 

Apple Mac and desktop publishing were 
sweeping the old practices of print aside. 
At the same time allowing easier entry into 
the industry. My first Mac had a 9” black and 
white monitor! 

The business grew, slowly at first, and then at 
pace as the economy recovered, spreading to 
the kitchen, dining room, and eventually the 
living room...which resulted in an ultimatum 
from my wife!  The business moved to close-
by premises in 1994. But before long we 
outgrew these taking over the adjacent unit, 
and opening our photocopying and plan 
printing shop. 

In 2004 we moved to our current premises 
and continued to grow, investing in new 
machinery. None of this growth is possible 
without great staff and by 2007 we had 16. 
Business was booming, and then, with little 
warning, came the Financial Crisis of 2008.

Everything stopped -except the balls that I 
had been juggling, and they all came down 
at the same time. Money was going out, 
nothing was coming in.

This crisis was bigger than me, I needed 
help, I called in the administrators. Making 
staff redundant is one of the hardest things 
I have ever had to do, but I saved some jobs, 
bought what was left of Priory Print from the 
administrator, and 86 Creative Print Ltd was 
born. 
  
2008 marked the end of an era in so many 
ways. And now we began to see the rise of 
the internet and the first smart-phones.
Recessions, dot.com bubbles, slumps, 
fi nacial  crash, austerity, pot holes, elections, 

snap-elections, internet, Brexit, I thought 
that I had seen it all. But I was wrong!  Nothing 
prepared us for the arrival in 2020 of Covid19.  
And once again, everything stopped. 

We were closed in Lockdown, open in Tiers. 
Gloves, masks, and hand gel became the 
norm. We invested in high-quality screening, 
adopted new practices, off ered ‘click-n-
collect’, and limited customer interaction 
from our premises. 

Three Parishes saw no interruption. When 
in Lockdown the magazines were collected 
by the magnifi cent deliverers, from the drive 
of my house, gloves worn throughout the 
whole process. In the ‘new normal’ Vicky 
collects from our premises, and as before, 
the whole process remains hands-free. 
(incidentally, recycled boxing is used for 3P).

Compiled and edited by Vicky, Three Parishes 
is both informative and a good read. The 
adverts within put readers in touch with local 
businesses, whose customer experience is key 
to their continued success.

Our Google Reviews suggest that we are 
getting this part right.

Dek Cordingley
86 Creative Print Ltd
Bicester 253530
Studio@86creative.co.uk
www.86creative.co.uk
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PETER SOUTHAM 

 
Building & Home Maintenance Service 

*Roofing, Guttering, Chimney problems, Carpentry,  
Fencing, Brick/stonework,  

Concrete paths, Drives, Patios & Garage Doors 
Insurance approved 

*For a personal service 
Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 
 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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BBAANNBBUURRYY  MMEEMMOORRIIAALLSS    LLTTDD  

 

 

 

HHAANNDD  CCAARRVVNNGG  &&  LLEETTTTEERRIINNGG  

IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL  DDEESSIIGGNNSS  

RREENNOOVVAATTIIOONN  SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTTSS    

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 
Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of     

Granite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  
BULLSHEAD 

GARAGE  
(SOULDERN) LTD 

 
01869 345281 

 
MOT Testing Station 

 
Servicing & Repairs  

to most Makes of Cars 
& Light Commercial Vehicles 

 
Most Credit Cards accepted 

 
EXHAUSTS 

SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 
Quality seasoned hardwood split  
logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 
01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in  
Oxfordshire so try us today! 

  
 
 
 

Guitar Tuition 
Contact Frets and Strings for friendly,  

relaxed lessons 
tailored to your own pace and ability. 

Beginner to Intermediate 
Acoustic or Electric 
Competitive rates 

Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 
          Contact Carl Hynes: t. 01869 346403 or 

07899 891513 

carl@fretsandstrings.co.uk 

www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 
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• CONSERVATORY  ROOF CLEANING 
• GUTTER CLEANING / SWEEPS 
• FASCIA CLEANING 
• SOLAR PANEL CLEANING 
 

For all your commercial and  
domestic window cleaning services 

 
For a quotation please contact  

Jez Heslop 
 

01869 243822 
07901 524586 

JEZ HESLOP 
WWIINNDDOOWW  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG    

EESSTT..  SSIINNCCEE  11999988  
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 
✓ Dog Kennels 
✓ Hutches 
✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 
or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 
Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 
www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  
 nursing care 
• Open 7 days a week 
• RCVS Accredited Hospital 
• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 
 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 
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Kitchen Worktop     Vanity Tops  
Shower Trays / Enclosures 

Bath Surrounds      Bespoke projects 
Hearths & Fireplaces 

 

“Solid Service -  
     Billions of Years in the Making” 

Oxford Stone and Marble Ltd,  
30-31 Pony Road,  
Oxford, OX4 2RD 

Tel: 01865 778568 
www.oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 
info@oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 

Granite - Quartz -  Marble - Stone  
Template, Supply & Installation 

 
 

R . SPITTLE &  
SONS  

 
PAINTERS & DECORATORS  

 
 
 
      
 

01869 518156 /  
 

07768 100156 
 

RSPITTLE8SONS@GMAIL.COM 

 Oil Fired Boiler Service  
 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  
on  

07977 107790  

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  aallll  mmyy    

ccuussttoommeerrss  oovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  

AAnnddyy  
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R.J. Wakelin 

 
Painting and Decorating 

Specialist 
 

Private / Commercial 
Interior / Exterior 

 
Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  

Gardening Souldern  
 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 
 
Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
 

CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR. 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and 

STORAGE 
LAMINATE FLOORING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  
CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 

07909 513201  
fionaquigley@live.com 
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 Chiropody/Podiatry 
 Physiotherapy 
 Sports Massage  
 Remedial Massage  
 Acupuncture   
 Dyslexia Assessment 
 Counselling (incl children & 

 Young Adults) 

• Back pain  
• Neck and shoulder pain 
• Hip, Knee, Elbow  
     Problems 
• Joint pain, stiffness 
• Headaches 
• Care in Pregnancy 

 

GCC registered McTimoney 
Chiropractors—gentle, effective 
treatment suitable for all ages 

Chiropractic  

Call  01280 703389 
or visit 

www.brackleyclinic.co.uk 

Complementary  

48 Burgess Square,  
Brackley 

(Near Costa)  
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IRONING SERVICE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Shirts and Everything else 

£1 an item  

Free collection and delivery 

 Contact: Elizabeth on 

07729 920098 

New local French classes for adults. Learn 
French in small, friendly group lessons and 

have fun while you learn! Enrol now for 
Taster classes online. Daytime and evening 

courses for Beginner to Advanced levels. 
For further information visit our website 

www.languageforfun.org  

Email me: ann@languageforfun.uk or call 
Ann on 07768241174  
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 THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 
 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the  
editors do not necessarily agree with the content 
of contributions and reserve the right to edit for 
space, all are considered equally. If your item is 
not time-sensitive, it will not necessarily be  
included in the first issue after you submit it. All 
contributions by email will be acknowledged. 
Word limit: 400.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an 
article by phone to the editor if you don’t have a 
computer or deliver to 11 May’s Close in  
Fritwell. 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email Val: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January,  
invoices sent in December. 
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st 
of month. 
 
May 2020   April 17th 
June 2020  May 15th 
July 2020  June 19th 
August/Sept 2020 July 17th 
October 2020  September 18th 
November 2020 October 16th 
December 20/Jan 21 November 20th 
 
CIC No. 11182467 
Val Day ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Vicky Hibberd editor@3parishesnews.co.uk 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

42p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£80.46 per year 
(£8.04 per issue) 

1/2 pg H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£161.00 per year 
(£16.10 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£321.85 per year 
(£32.18 per issue) 

2021 Advertising Prices 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

 
AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural commu-
nities of Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and 
Souldern by promoting a sense of inclu-
sion and belonging so that all residents 
feel able to take part in, and contribute 
to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to 
the community in the form of a regular 
magazine and social media presence, 
and other suitable methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for 
community organisations such as: Parish 
Councils, Churches, Youth Organisa-
tions, Social Enterprises, local business-
es, charities, schools, advocacy services 
etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services 
by publishing reviews in order to encour-
age people to attend and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on top-
ics of interest to people in the three vil-
lages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and 
charities with donations, grants etc from 
the profits of the CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling adver-
tising to local businesses to be published 
in the regular magazine and on social 
media.  

Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 
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