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WELCOME 

What an astonishing time we are experiencing. 
The Covid-19 virus emergency has left no-one 
unaffected. We are either staying at home, or we 
are travelling to a much-changed workplace. The 
Governments’ guidelines have us “on lockdown” 
unless we are keyworkers or making essential 
journeys. Although I’m writing this during the 
Easter Holidays, our children will be continuing 
home-schooling in a few days time.  

This time is proving very stressful and exhausting 
for many of us. The simple fact of worrying con-
stantly about infection and protection is causing a 
phenomenon that I have dubbed “Covid Rage”. 
I’m experiencing an irrational level of annoyance 
when I see people that I believe are not following 
distancing guidelines. I get very emotional during 
the 8pm Thursday Applause for the NHS, where I 
only get to see all my neighbours from a distance. 

I am very proud that all our villages jumped into 
action as soon as the government began issuing 
stay-at-home advice. The Parish Councils deliv-
ered notes on safety and assistance to all homes. 
The telephone seems to have regained its popu-
larity as the contact method of choice. We’re all 
ringing our nearest and dearest regularly to make 
sure they’re alright and have all they need. When 
they haven’t we are busy fetching and delivering 
for them. Many local companies and organisa-
tions are handing out food parcels, collecting 
prescriptions and the like.  It is really encouraging 
to see how quickly we have all embraced and 
accepted the new normal, and are carrying out 
some ageless advice: “Keep Calm and Carry On”. 

In this issue you will find lots of numbers to 
phone in order to get advice, help, food parcels, 
medical treatment, whatever you need. 

Many of the businesses we have in our advertis-

Editorial - May 

Please assume all public events 
are cancelled until further notice. 

Stay at Home—Stay Safe 
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mike@lingsphotography.com  
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LOOKING AHEAD 
July 
24/25 Ardley w Fewcott Beer, Cider and Gin 
festival 
August 
9 AwF Gardening Club trip to Leonardslee 
Lakes and Gardens 
October 
11 AwF Gardening Club trip to RHS Wisley 
November 
29 AwF Gardening Club Annual Meal 

ing section are very much Business As Usual and 
are following the proper distancing rules whilst 
getting on with work wherever possible. Please 
don’t assume they're closed—I can guarantee 
they’re desperate for work and very accommo-
dating to customers’ safety and other needs. 

Lastly—MANY THANKS to our delivery volunteers 
who are donning gloves, keeping their distance 
and bringing the magazine to you. 

mailto:mike@lingsphotography.com
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BIRTHDAYS 

 

Happy 80th birthday Mum & Dad (Vivienne and Jim Harding) 

Looking forward to celebrating with you after lockdown is lifted 

Love from  

Vivienne, Christopher and Emily xxx 
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LOCKDOWN HELP 
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You can visit the world’s leading museums without 
leaving your sofa. Google Arts &amp; Culture’s 
collection includes the British Museum in London, 
the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, the Gug-
genheim in New York City and many hundreds of 
other places where you can gain knowledge about 
art, history, and science. This collection is especial-
ly useful for students who are looking for 
ways to keep their studies up to speed while 
schools are closed. https://
artsandculture.google.com. 
Meanwhile, for any parents struggling to help 
their children with fractions, long division or other 
lessons, BBC Bitesize has plenty of ‘how to’ videos. 
It is publishing daily online lessons. https://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
The BBC’s Culture in Quarantine is a “virtual festi-
val of the arts”. It offers an extensive and diverse 
range of free attractions including exclusive access 
to shuttered exhibitions and museums to an en-
hanced repertory of recent and new theatre, 
dance and opera performances. https://
www.bbc.co.uk/arts. 
 
The National Theatre is bringing the stage to the 
screen by streaming several iconic plays on 
YouTube every Thursday. If you are an avid reader 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Library Service offers 
a great choice of fiction and non-fiction titles for 
adults and children, all of which can be borrowed 
for free with your library card. There are no late 

fines and with a great choice of titles there's 
something for everyone. oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/library/
books-and-reading/ebooks-and-eaudio 
This is not the best time for an urgent repair job to 
crop up. YouTube has a huge range of 
straightforward videos showing how to fix virtually 
anything around the home. On a less stressful 
note, via YouTube you can learn how to make 
jewellery, play classical guitar or grow an indoor 
vegetable garden. 
 
There are also seemingly endless opportunities for 
learning and discovering new ideas and concepts 
via the TED Talks community. And if you feel the 
urge to learn a new language look at the free 
courses offered by online sources such as Duolin-
go and Open Culture. Together with mainstream 
languages - French, German, Italian, Mandarin, etc 
you can have a go at learning Estonian, Gaelic or 
Icelandic. What a way to impress your social me-
dia community! 
 
The Independent reports on ideas for keeping 
children active while staying inside as much as 
possible. England Netball is offering netball drills 
and This Girl Can has lots of advice on exercising 
with your child. The Change4Life website also has 
ideas for indoor activities. You can also try a home 
school safari via Knowsley Safari Park and even 
free maths games. (Maths games? Yuk! Ed)  

Free online education and entertainment for lockdown 

LOCKDOWN HELP 

Residents asked not to burn waste 

People living in north Oxfordshire are being asked 
not to light bonfires to get rid of their waste dur-
ing the Coronavirus emergency. 

Cherwell District Council is asking residents to 
store any large batches of waste until the home 
and garden excess services resume; or until Ox-
fordshire County Council’s household waste recy-
cling centres reopen. Alternatively, people may 
use the bulky waste service which operates on 
Fridays in our area—call 01295 227003  to ar-
range.  

Residents are asked to put suitable garden waste 
in their brown bins or to consider home com-

posting and ensure that their usual recyclable 
materials are added to the right bin.  

To help with clearing rubbish from your home or 
garden, you can hire a supersize wheeled bin that 
you can move around your property. You might 
consider sharing with neighbours to reduce the 
cost. It costs £55 and we will deliver the bin to 
you and pick it up full on a date scheduled with 
you. Bin size 

Height 130cm (4ft 3) 
Width 120cm (3ft 11) 
Depth 110cm (3ft 7) 

Please phone 01295 221916 to book 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
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LOCKDOWN HELP 

Financial Problems 
There are things you can do if you're struggling to 
pay your bills because of coronavirus. This in-
cludes: 
• rent 
• council tax 
• mortgage 
• energy bills 
• court orders 
• tax bill 

It’s important you don’t ignore your bills. Speak to 
the organisation you owe money to - they might 
be able to help by letting you pay smaller amounts 
or take a break. It’s also worth checking with your 
bank or building society - they might be able to 
help you with your debts or let you delay loan or 
credit card repayments. 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
You can contact an adviser through Adviceline: 
Adviceline: 03444 111 444 
Text relay: 03444 111 445 
Available 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday.  
CAB dedicated benefits claims helpline: free na-
tional Help to Claim phone service: 
0800 144 8 444 / Textphone: 18001 0800 144 8 
444 

Council Tax: 
Cherwell District Council have a number of 
schemes for helping those who are struggling to 
pay. Call the Revenues and Benefits team on 
01295 227002 or email benefits@cherwell-
dc.gov.uk 

Utility Bills 
Contact your supplier as soon as you’re unable to 
pay. They look more favourably on people who 
seek help early. If you have a prepayment meter 
and can’t afford to top up, or you’ve run out of 
credit and need electricity urgently, contact your 
supplier to ask for temporary extra credit. Most 
energy suppliers have announced measures to 
help those in financial difficulties. The main num-
bers are: 
EDF Call 0333 200 5110 
Eon Call 0345 052 0000 
Npower Call 0800 073 3000 
Scottish Power Call 0800 027 0072 
SSE Call 0345 070 7373 

Food 

Emergency Food Parcels: call 0300 3030 125. The 
Volunteer Driver Service will deliver parcels to 
your door. 
Bicester Foodbank: Phone 01869 357181 / Email 
info@bicester.foodbank.org.uk 

Free School Meals 
Families have been concerned about how they will 
receive the financial support they need to feed 
their children at home without the free school 
meal entitlement during the partial closure of 
schools. 
To help deliver this support, Edenred UK are work-
ing with the Department for Education (DfE) to 
deliver supermarket vouchers to those families, 
where schools are not able to make food available 
directly to families. 
You will receive this support; 
In the form of an eCode that you can redeem 
online from a selection of supermarket ‘eGift 
cards’ if the school has a working email address 
for you, or; 
If you do not have an email address or access to 
the internet, your school will print off the voucher, 
or ‘eGift card’, and post it to your home address, 
or arrange a collection if easy and safe to do so. 

Extremely Vulnerable People 
If you have received a notification from the Gov-
ernment or your GP that you are in this category 
of people, this dedicated line provides access to a 
central team who will be able to offer advice on a 
range of issues.  Telephone 01865 89 78 20 - the 
line is open: Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 8:00pm, 
Saturday and Sunday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. You can 
also email shield@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Domestic Abuse  
The National Domestic Abuse Helpline is run by 
Refuge. 
The Helpline also offers BT Type talk for callers 
with hearing difficulties. 
Telephone: 0808 200 0247, Monday to Sunday, 24 
hours  

Bereavement 
This is particularly difficult at present because of 
the limitations on gatherings. Oxford Cruse Be-
reavement have counselling and advice: 01865 
245398 

mailto:benefits@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
mailto:benefits@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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ENTERTAINMENT 

PETER GLOVER glover363@btinternet.com  

I thought I’d avoid the only topic in town, by 
writing about the day I was born and a couple of 
its consequences.  I was born on the 8th of May.  
“So what?” you might say, “Everyone has a birth-
day”.  Ahh, but I was born on the 8th May 1945.  In 
case you miss the significance of that as well, the 
8th of May is the date we celebrate as VE or Victo-
ry in Europe Day.  I was born in Edinburgh on the 
day the second world war ended in Europe. 

On my birthday, for some  years after the war, my 
family used to listen on the radio to reports of a 
big celebration at the Mansion House in London.  
(I’m pretty sure it was the Mansion House but 
wouldn’t stake my life on it.)  Everyone was there, 
the King and Queen, Winston Churchill, Field Mar-
shall Montgomery etc, etc, a star-spangled cast.  
My Dad told me, from about the age of four, that 
this gathering of bigwigs was to celebrate my 
birthday.  I must have been seven or eight before I 
started to ask the obvious question -  “If this event 
was to celebrate my birthday, why was I not invit-

ed?”  There was, of course, no answer to this and 
the whole story, with which I had been rather 
pleased, crashed shattering to earth.  I still won-
der if it scarred me for life. 

When you get older and have cause to visit a doc-
tor for whatever symptom, it is not unlikely that 
medics will check how compos mentis you are by 
asking if you remember the answers to some 
pretty simple questions.  One is your date of birth, 
“8/5/45” I answer.  To the next question, “Do you 
remember when the war ended?” most people of 
my generation confidently answer, “1945”. My 
reply is more specific, - “8/5/45”.   It does amuse 
me when the doctor is left wondering if I’m con-
fused and answering with my date of birth again, 
or even wondering if I’ve got both oars in the 
water. 

So, come the 75th anniversary of the end of the 
war this month, don’t forget to raise a glass to the 
birthday boy: 

Headbumper  

From the other side of the hedgerow… 

A little light relief - such a special date! 
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PETROLHEADS 

Last November, I left my job. Whilst considering 
what to do with myself I decided to start my mid-life 
crisis properly by getting my motorcycle back on the 
road. This is the motorcycle which had been standing 
by the shed, under a rain cover, for the last ten years 
since it failed its MOT. The MOT failure wasn’t an 
impossible fix, but my job and state of mind was 
such that I couldn’t get around to it. 

So there I was with time on my hands and a clearer 
head. Ten years parked up had taken its toll on this 
1997 Suzuki GSF600. Corrosion had set in and things 
that were marginal before were now essential to fix. 
I’m a capable mechanic and now felt up to the task. 
For a moment I considered a full customization. 
Inspired by countless YouTube videos of professional 
workshops stripping bikes to the last bolt and mak-
ing them more personal and nicer to ride. I quickly 
dispensed with this on the grounds of value (the bike 
is just old, not yet classic) and that I might find that 
riding a motorcycle will scare me more than it did 
ten years ago and I sell it, never recouping my costs. 

In my small shed, I settled on a low cost rebuild. I 
began by making list of things that were essential for 
safe running or that would cost very little to repair. 
The list was long. The brakes were completely 
seized, all suspension and wheel bearings needed to 
be checked, the ancient fuel had punished the fuel 
tank and the inside of the carburettors were 
gummed up.  The fuel tank was dented from a previ-
ous accident and had a leak from corrosion, some of 
the plastic parts were broken and rubber perished. 
Much of the exterior corrosion, particularly on the 
steel components, was superficial but the chrome 
surfaces were very pitted with rust. 

The rebuild evolved – swapping between tasks as 
parts became available or further problems 
emerged. The faithful Haynes manual and the Inter-
net helped with details I couldn’t work out and the 
repairs continued. The moment you realise you have 
turned the corner and are rebuilding more then you 
are dismantling is as good as riding the bike. Passing 
major milestones – starting the engine for example 
or rebuilding the brakes – motivated me on to some 
trickier jobs. Oh, good grief, the brakes, the money I 
spent trying to do that on the cheap… 

The fuel tank became a problem. I couldn’t find a 
method with my shed tools to pull the dent, the leak 
was long-standing and it was nasty inside. Maybe I 

should replace it. It turns out, though, that everyone 
must have dented or rusty fuel tanks from these 
bikes and good condition ones were more money 
than I wanted to pay. So, a repair was back on the 
cards. Following a friend’s recommendation, I found 
that two litres of distilled malt vinegar worked well 
to clean the inside of the tank, over about a week. 
This same friend offered to braze the leak shut but 
by the time I reached this point, COVID-19 struck, 
and I didn’t want to travel for this repair. I resorted 
to metal filler for the leak, body filler in the dent and 
all the sanding and primer paint I had available in my 
shed. As I said, I had time on my hands. 

I found that some kitchen equipment is well made 
for mechanical tasks. Thin silicone tongs are as good 
at reaching inside the fuel tank to extract lumps of 
muck as they are for turning sausages. Old roasting 
trays are perfect for collecting oil, dismantling parts 
and cleaning them in. My wife, Vicky, is very under-
standing but I saved using the oven for drying or the 
bath for cleaning for times when she was out. 

I also thought it wise to try on my old motorcycle 
clothing. I found that ten years in the loft makes 
leather shrink. Either that or I’ve put on weight. It 
must have shrunk, right? I found that the mice had 
been using my helmet lining for nesting material, 
and my boots too. This was bad but also good. Hel-
mets and motorcycle leathers have come a long way 
in ten years and there is much better protection 
available now, I discovered. 

I reckon I will have spent about what the bike will be 
worth when it’s finished. But this was never meant 
to save money, it has mainly been a rejuvenating 
process both for me and the bike. I find something 
very satisfying about working with my hands and 
completing mechanical tasks - I was a mechanic 
before I got old and corporate. I have refreshed old 
skills and learned new ones. There is also something 
visceral about motorcycles that I think remains in 
anyone that’s ridden. 

When the lockdown ends, if I successfully get a MOT, 
expect to see me riding. If it fails, expect a second 
report. The bike will still look rough – there is no 
cheap way to turn back the clock – but it’s my rough 
looking motorcycle that I saved from the scrap heap. 

Keep the toolkit clean and tidy. 

Rob Aunins.  

Mid-life 
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CHURCH NEWS 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   

Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926 helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Rev Andrew Foran andrew.foran@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Administrator 07889 444 616 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Hello everyone, 

Three weeks into lockdown, I am a changed person!  Instead of being on top of things 

I now forget to look at my diary and as a consequence I’ve double booked virtual 

meetings.  I think Tuesday is Monday, and sometimes it’s well into the early hours be-

fore I remember to go to bed.  The world is upside down for me and, I suspect, for 

many of us. 

It’s a reminder perhaps of what life would have been like in the days before ordinary 

people had diaries; when the high spots of the Church Year, the literal ‘Red Letter 

days’ marked in Red on the calendar, would have been all the more important as land-

marks in our lives. This month, on 8th May, we commemorate Julian of Norwich. 

Julian of Norwich, was a wise and holy woman from the 14th century, and perhaps she 

should be regarded as the Patron Saint of Lockdown! She wrote the first known book 

in English written by a woman, called ‘Revelations of Divine Love’. Like us at the mo-

ment, she was an expert in ‘staying at home’. She was an Anchorite, which meant that 

she took a solemn vow never to leave her little cell attached to St Julian’s Church in 

Norwich. 

Her book is memorable for its gentle cheerfulness and calm trust in the goodness of 

God, despite the fact that she also lived in the time of the Black Death pandemic. 

Famously, she saw a vision of the whole of creation, held in safety by God’s love: 

“And in this Our Lord showed me a little thing, the size of a hazel nut, lying in the 

palm of my hand. And I thought, ‘What may this be?’ The answer came, ‘It is every-

thing that is made.’ I marvelled how it might last, for I thought it might suddenly have 

fallen to nothing, it was so small. And I was answered in my understanding: ‘It lasts and 

ever shall, for God loves it. And so have all things their beginning by the love of God.’ 

In this little thing I saw three properties. The first is that God made it. The second that 

God loves it. And the third, that God keeps it.” 

God made us, and loves us, and keeps us – and our world. May we know that in our 

time as clearly, and joyfully, as Julian did in hers. 

Revd Helen C. Barnes 

Team Rector, Cherwell Valley Benefice 
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CHURCH NEWS 

KEEPING CONNECTED  
Our church buildings may not be 

open for the time being but                

the ‘church’ is very much alive 

Rev Helen and Rev Andrew are both 
live streaming and recording services 

that anyone can take part in and                
receive by email 

SUNDAYS 
Spiritual Communion—via email 

TUESDAYS 
Morning Prayer—via email 

WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS 
‘Elevensies’  - Live via the                     

Cherwell Valley Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/

CherwellValleyChurches  

FRIDAYS 
Morning Prayer—via email 

If you would like to receive any of 
these emails  please contact                         

barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalley 
church.org.uk                                                            

or  07889 444 616 

 

 

 

 

 

Carry on Creating 

Although we can’t physically meet, the 
Create group are still staying in touch 
by email and text and being creative                   

at home. 

 If you would like to join us and  let you 
know what we are doing maybe you 
could be creative at home with us. 

If so, please do let us know, we would 
love to hear from you. 

Whatever you enjoy doing or whatever 
you would like to have a go at now is 

the time to give it a go, while we’ve got 
time on our hands 

Em: barbara.a.mcgarry@gmail.com 
Phone: 01869 345931 or 07889 444 616 

https://www.facebook.com/CherwellValleyChurches
https://www.facebook.com/CherwellValleyChurches
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CHAPEL NEWS 

Fritwell Chapel 

We are very sorry the Chapel had to close due to 
the coronavirus. 

But we look forward to the day when the doors 
can be opened once again and we can welcome 
you all to share God’s love and blessing. 

On Easter Sunday we had 2 Conference calls one 
in the morning  when we were led by Mrs D Wil-
liams from Bicester When we observed Holy Com-
munion. 

The evening one was led by Andrew Cotton From 
Hethe. 

The wonders of Technology, Where there’s a will 
there’s a way. 

May god bless you all and keep you safe, now is a 
great time to get to know others and lend a help-
ing hand. 

Thank you to all who have volunteered their ser-
vices in helping the NHS and other important or-
ganisations. 

CHAPEL WINDOWS ARE WHITE AND SHINY. 

WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT BRILLIANT 
WHITE BERNIE? 

MAY GOD’S BLESSINGS SURROUND YOU EACH 
DAY 

AS WE TRUST HIM AND WALK IN HIS WAY 

MAY GOD’S BLESSING WITH IN GUARD AND KEEP 
US FROM SIN 

GO IN PEACE, GO IN JOY, GO IN LOVE 

 

DON WALKER             TEL 346674.  

150 YEARS OF SOULDERN CHAPEL 

Geoffrey Reeve has kindly given permission for his 
presentation at the Anniversary Supper last year 
to be published. Here is the third and last in the 
series, in which he reminisces about the characters 
he knew, and gives thanks for the longevity of the 
chapel. 

I can recall odd occasions when there were inci-
dents that happened—making a laugh. 

An old Couple visiting friends came to our after-
noon service and sat with these friends in a seat 
that was really only capable of taking three. Four 
was a real squash, but they managed all tightly 
fitting together. 

The old gentleman had glasses that he needed 
for reading and when he went to put them on it 
could be seen that he had elastic from one arm of 
his specs to the other and this he needed to get 
around the back of his head. Being so tightly 
packed in the seat he was unable to get his arms 
high enough to do this and so the elastic was only 
partly around his head. Being an old gentleman, 
he was bald and very shiny on top and within 
seconds the specs flew off as coming from a cata-
pult. But the old lady having quick reactions 
quickly shot her arm forward and grabbed them 
in mid-air. I had seen this and laughed out loudly. 
Of course, everyone turned and looked at me, 
they had not seen what I had witnessed. 

One Sunday evening our preacher was enjoying a 
good sing. The hymn 317 in the Methodist Hymn 
book. Whosoever heareth shout, shout the sound. 
The chorus Whosoever will, whosoever will, send 
the proclamation over vale and hill, Tis the loving 
Father calls the wanderer home, whosoever will 
may come. Music means nothing to myself so I 
am in no position to argue but our old gentlemen 
organist insisted there was a pause after whoso-
ever will, and so he looked up at our preacher 
and said “pause”. Our preacher looked back at 
him and said “praise the Lord brother, he made 
the crows as well as the canaries”. 

Another occasion our preacher got here and said 
“Oh dear, I have come without my glasses. And 
our Lady organist at that time said can you see 
with mine?”, He tried them and said they were 
perfect. She said “well I can’t play without them” 
and he said “I can’t preach without them”, and so 
they spent the entire time of the service handing 
this pair of specs to and fro’. 

Then there was the old gentleman (who was a 
stickler for time). He kept a close eye on the clock 
and when it got to the hour he would open and 
close his spectacle case a few times and then give 
a loud sniff and out loudly would say “when’s he 
gonna finish”. 

Then as I think and look back, I cannot forget the 
fact that there was always a good Sunday school. 
In my day there were 27 to 30 children on a Sun-
day morning. No chairs to sit comfy, just benches 
with nothing to lean back against. 

 

Ctd overleaf 
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There were two occasions each year that were 
the highlight; The Sunday School Anniversary and 
the outing to Wickstead Park. 

Anniversary days we had to look our best and put 
on our best behaviour. For weeks beforehand we 
would practise recitations so that we could stand 
out front and recite from memory. I can recall 
one year’s recitation but sadly only the first 
verse. It said, “Praise God for the morning I wak-
en to find, a new day is dawning a chance to be 
kind”.  No way does any of the other verses come 
to mind. 

The outing to Wickstead Park at Kettering was a 
great occasion. And to us in those bygone days it 
was a long journey. There was always a stop off 
in Northampton. One year an old gentleman that 
came with us left the market square in a different 
direction and was unable to find the coach. Even-
tually he rolled up on the arm of a policeman. He 
had asked the officer if he had seen any Souldern 
folk. Of course, Wickstead Park was the farthest 
that many of us travelled in the year. To us we 
were hundreds of miles from home.  

So, its Church Anniversary, NOT just any anniver-
sary but the 150th! 

It’s a time to thank God for the past and to look 
to the future. It’s a time to celebrate the life and 
witness of not only this place of worship but also 
the life and witness of those who have gone be-
fore. Those who not only built but also made this 
their spiritual home. 

Over the years many have worshiped and prayed 
in this place. WE ARE STANDING ON HOLY 
GROUND. This is where our forefathers met, they 
may have had a simple belief in Jesus, but they 
were people of GREAT FAITH. 

A Church is nothing without people. Its PEOPLE 
that make the church. If we all looked upon this 
place, we would all see something different. 
Some would see certain families or individuals 
sitting in their pews. Memories would come back 
of special occasions, some happy some sad. 

My late wife and myself were married here. 

Perhaps we would be reminded of a time when 
we encountered GOD and recalled what great 
things he has done. Perhaps as we look, we 
would say to ourselves, if it was me, I would re-
design this place. 

How many pulpits for instance do we see these 
days? 

We could look on the outside and think of the 
role this place has played in this community. 

This is a place where we can find a peace and 
tranquillity a place we can rest and talk with our 
maker. A place where perhaps we could encoun-
ter GOD without even realising it. 

This is a place where God’s love has been 
preached faithfully and seeds have been sown for 
150 years. 

God has done some wonderful things through 
this church and so this is an occasion to Praise 
and Thank God for many blessings. 

At this time, we stand as it were at a Crossroads, 
we stand and look as to where things might go.  

When our church at home (where I live now) 
closed, we had to say Mission COMPLETE, it was 
a sad time.  

A verse of scripture came to my mind whilst I was 
preparing this and I knew straight away that this 
verse had been given to me and so I must use it. 
That verse is from Hebrews 12 and verse 2.  LET 
US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS, THE AUTHOR and 
PERFECTER OF OUR FAITH. 

Yes, we must look to Jesus and seek His guidance 
to what lies ahead. 

What did the old Sankey Hymn say? GOD holds 
the key of all unknown and I am Glad. 

If other hands should hold the key or he had trust-
ed it to me, I may be sad. 

 

WE just PRAISE GOD for all that is past and we 
trust HIM for all that is to come. 

 

Geoffrey Reeve 

CHAPEL NEWS 
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ARDLEY WITH FEWCOTT NEWS 

Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club Update 

Hello, as I write the sun is shining and the spring 
flowers are showing their beautiful colours in 
abundance.  Our magnolia tree is in blossom and 
tempting us, at present, with the promise of great 
flowers to come.  

The Oxford Community Foundation has agreed 
that we can carry over any unused grant and the 
Committee has decided to use some of it towards 
payment for our December trip which will be to 
the Christmas Lights at Kew Gardens. 

Other events that we had planned are currently 
on hold as a result of the current health challeng-
es and Government instructions. We are hoping 
that a number will be back over the coming twelve 
months. These include: 

August 9th Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens, Octo-
ber 11th RHS Wisley and the Annual meal on No-
vember 29th. Despite the uncertainty at present I 
will compose a booklet for the Annual Show, 
which is due to take place on September 5th, just 
in case we are able to go ahead. In the meantime, 
keep growing your vegetables and flowers in an-
ticipation. Jenny will contact those due to go on 
holiday to Wales in September in the near future.  

As you will know the RHS cancelled both the Mal-
vern Spring Show, which we were visiting, and 
Chelsea. However, the they have now announced 
a virtual Chelsea Flower Show.  The address to 
access it is https//www.countryliving.com/uk/
homes-interiors/gardens/a32138012. It will begin 
on the 19th May and end on the 23rd. The Garden-
ing Club will be organising a zoom experience for 
this on one of the days. To join us you will need to 

download the free copy of zoom onto your Ipad, 

laptop or desktop and also send me your details. 

Not everyone has access to a computer and so in 
this edition I have attached a picture of the bulb 
fields in Holland.  The Club organised this trip 
some years ago and the fields were glorious. 

For membership enquiries either Ian or myself. 

Chairperson and Treasurer – Ian Turner - 01869 
345250 

Secretary - Denise Turner – 07925546735 

Holiday co-ordinator – Jenny Price 07795947014 

Keep safe everyone. 

Denise  
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ARDLEY W FEWCOTT NEWS 

Something really wonderful has been happening 
during our current coronavirus pandemic. Sudden-
ly the whole community has been helping and 
remembering those who live alone and older resi-
dents who have been in shut down for so long. It 
has raised people's spirits enormously and surely 
THIS must be something good that is coming out 
of something bad. Long may it continue once the 
immediate crisis is over. Let's not lose this wonder-
ful community spirit but keep it alive and growing, 
so please continue to keep an eye on neighbours 
and friends. Fewcott House is always delighted to 
hear from anyone who can offer to chat with resi-
dents there over the phone. Just give them a call 
on 01869/345501 if you can. 

BICESTER FOOD BANK: More than ever your help 
and generosity is needed in these dire times for so 
many. You can donate money if it’s easier: call or 
email: 01869 357181 in-
fo@bicester.foodbank.org.uk. You can leave your 
donations of cans, packets, dried foods, drinks and 
so on at most Superstores (where there are collec-
tion points. Thank you. 

AWF CHURCH 49ers CLUB: If you would like to 
take part in this popular LOTTO BONUS BALL 
DRAW DO PLEASE GET IN TOUCH with Madeleine 
on 01869/345269 and I will be delighted to tell 
you all about it.  

AFECT NEWS: All works are now on hold for the 
time being. However, we are still really keen to be 
contacted by interested people in the Village with 
environmental or ecological knowledge, scientific 
knowledge or skills who might be prepared to 
offer these. Mike Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine 
Gilpin on 345269 would love to hear from you.  

WHAT A FABULOUS SURPRISE WE HAD: So WHO 
was that gorgeous WHITE EASTER BUNNY that 
came by on Easter Day to raise our spirits by wav-
ing to us from the pavement outside our homes? 
What a gorgeous idea and it was so much fun and 
gave us all a brighter and happier day. THANK YOU 
SO VERY MUCH TO YOU FOR THIS. It was wonder-
ful!  In fact I know for a certainty that there were 
two Easter Bunnies. This one and a White and Pink 
on also. I think I know who THAT was. 

PAVEMENT PARKING is still taking place and this 
makes the life of walkers, children, prams, buggies 
and mobility scooters very difficult as they have to 
go out into the road to avoid these illegally parked 

cars and vans, so PLEASE could everyone make a 
real effort NOT TO DO THIS.  

DOG POO BAGS: These bags are a becoming a 
problem ESPECIALLY when they are placed in the 
WRONG BINS or worse still just flung down on the 
ground or hung like Christmas tree decorations on 
shrubs and trees. There are SPECIAL RED dog bins 
for these bags AND THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO 
USES THESE and also to those who ARE picking up 
after their pets. PLEASE BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG 
OWNER.  

WITH MORE PEOPLE EXERCISING along our coun-
try lanes during the pandemic it is important that 
great care is taken just the same as occasional 
vehicles pass along these lanes also as well as 
noiseless cyclists. Safest and best is to walk FAC-
ING the oncoming traffic (it is part of the Country 
Code after all). Please DO NOT DROP your litter as 
you travel. TAKE IT HOME WITH YOU AND BIN IT 
THERE PLEASE, especially used tissues which is 
unhygienic and inconsiderate to others. 

NEW RESIDENTS TO THE VILLAGE: It is lovely to 
know that there are new people who have arrived 
in the Village at the top of Water Lane. Do get in 
touch with Madeleine Gilpin (345269) so that you 
can be warmly welcomed into our life here, in the 
next issue of this magazine. I would have been 
along to see you but under the circumstances this 
is not possible.  
PRAYERS At this time there are sadly in our Villag-
es people grieving for their loved ones. Let us keep 
them in our thoughts and prayers and support 
them, if we can, in any way that they may need. 

 

February 
59 N Feaver £50 
70 L Markham £20 
184 M Soden £15 
165 M Felton £10 

March 
129 P Scott £50 
81 N Robinson £20 
170 D Peat £15 
47 G Kent £10 

A—w—F 100 Club winners 
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FRITWELL NEWS 

Fritwell has shown impressive resilience during 
this difficult period and we would like to express 
our thanks to all our residents who have been 
working so hard to support and care for others.   

There are concerns and real hardship for some, 
worries about the future, staying safe, caring for 
our families and loved ones not able to be with us 
at this time.  But there has also been many exam-
ples of generosity of spirit, kindness and good 
neighbours. 

Our shop has worked tirelessly to bring food to 
the village and introduced a delivery scheme for 
those who need it - and then extended it to help 
residents in other neighbouring villages. The quiz 
night has “Zoomed”, thanks to the initiative of the 
Wheeler family, helping to keep our spirits up on 
Thursday evenings. Residents have been shopping 
for neighbours or being a friendly voice on the 
telephone; collecting and delivering medicines 
from Bicester surgeries; or carrying out village 
maintenance by clearing litter from our streets or 
mowing verges.  

As the weather improved, we began to see the 
spring awakening of the natural world around us – 
what a lot of birds there has been, busily building 
nests and spreading their wings! 

With restrictions on social gatherings and wider 
travel, lots of people have been keeping fit with 
bike rides and local countryside walks.  If you want 
to check out the rural footpaths in our area, 
there’s a useful map of the parish on the notice-
board outside the Village Hall. 

At our last meeting the Parish Council thanked 
Vicky Hibberd for her work as our clerk and wel-
comed our new clerk Lauren Fletcher to her first 
meeting.  Lauren lives locally in Souldern and is 
looking forward to meeting Fritwell residents and 
getting to know the village better. 

If you want to contact the council email Lauren 
clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com or contact 
one of the councillors directly – details can be 
found on our website www.fritwell.org.uk togeth-
er with the Minutes from our March meeting. 

Since the last meeting we have heard that the 
appeal lodged by the owners of the King’s Head 
was turned down and they must now comply with 

Cherwell District Council’s enforcement notice to 
cease the use of the building as a single dwelling. 

The new masterplan for the next phase of devel-
opment at Heyford Park has now been submitted 
and is open for consultation. Look for 18/00825/
HYBRID on the planning portal on CDC’s website. 
The deadline for submissions about the proposals 
is 15th May. 

Our AGM and Annual Parish Meeting advertised 
for May 11th is cancelled due to the current covid-
19 restrictions.  We will issue future meeting dates 
as soon as the situation becomes clearer. 

Are you on our residents’ email list?  If you want 
to receive important notifications or information 
about issues affecting our village or the local area, 
email Lauren and ask to join our list - we do not 
put information or comments on other local web-
sites or social media pages. 

Stay safe, and very best wishes to you all.  
Jon Boyce  01869 346252 
Polly Foster 01869 345296 
Sheila Ultsch 01869 346665 
Gill Simmonds 01869 345930 

Fritwell Forget Me Not Club 
 
Just a quick update on the Fritwell Forget Me Not 
Club. 
As we are following the government guidelines on 
social gatherings the club will not be meeting 
until further notice.  
The lucky number draw was drawn last tuesday 
and the winners were: No 78 Glynis lowdon and 
No 3 Angela Jarvis. 
The lucky number draw will now be delayed until 
August as the six months monies are due and as 
we are not meeting it makes it difficult for col-
lecting. 
I hope everybody is keeping well and look for-
ward to our next gathering. 
Keep safe. 

FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Fritwell Village Hall Committee 

We hope you are all keeping well and safe. We all 
look forward to seeing you soon. Perhaps a Street 
type Party in the Hall and garden when we are 
allowed out... 

mailto:clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.fritwell.org.uk
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SOULDERN NEWS 

Souldern’s Covid Update 

Nick Oakhill, Chairman, Souldern Parish Council 

COVID 19 really began to affect our daily lives on 
the 23rd March, when suddenly it became very 
real. The parishioners of Souldern have pulled 
together with fantastic gusto, offering help and 
assistance to any who have needed it. A Commu-
nity Support Network (CSN) was quickly created, 
and volunteers came forward just as rapidly. A 
WhatsApp group, originally formed to announce 
village events is now used to keep members in-
formed of all relevant village information. It has 
also become a valuable tool for village banter in a 
period where there are few things to smile about.  

Central to maintaining morale in the village has 
been the Fox Inn, where Paul and Les have creat-
ed a takeaway service which is available 3 eve-
nings days a week. This has proven to be an out-
standing success.   

The good neighbour/buddy system has been run-
ning very smoothly to date, with the CSN provid-
ing backup where required.  

Some of the initiatives we have running include;  

• Volunteers making runs to pharmacies in the 
four local towns regularly to collect prescrip-
tions. 

• Shopping trips are coordinated using the 
WhatsApp group when people are unable to 
make it themselves.  

• Friendly phone calls being made by volun-
teers.  

• A Souldern upgrade to meals on wheels will be 
available to those that need it from 20th April.   

Nash’s bakery holds a popup shop every Friday in 

the Village Hall car park 10am - 12pm, which has 
probably the most orderly queue seen in Oxford-
shire.   

Souldern United Charity (SUC) very kindly donated 
an Easter egg to every household in the village 
and one to all children of school age. This display 
of generosity was an outstanding success and it 
was as much fun delivering the eggs as it was re-
ceiving them!! 

SUC have also encouraged a greater uptake of the 
village allotments and, judging by the response 
from green fingered residents, we should expect 
to see a record number of entries in the horticul-
tural society show this year......if it goes ahead! 

In short, our village has seen a resurgence in com-
munity spirit that many thought was not possible. 
Neighbours have started talking to neighbours 
that had never met previously. The camaraderie is 
inspirational, and we can only hope it continues 
once the lockdown is eased and life returns to 
whatever the new normal may be.   

Should you need to contact a key member of the 
Souldern Community Support Network their 
phone numbers are:  

John Hoodless 07785391591 

Alan Smith 07400 464401 

Laura How 07710 242002 

Kirsty Allpress on 07734 544001 

Barbara McGarry 07889 444616 

Susan Jones 07802 668434  

Nick Oakhill 07845 594099.  

A private funeral service to commemorate the 

passing of Jim Buckner was held on April 15 at 

Banbury Crematorium, the ceremony being con-

ducted by the Rev Sue Cooper.  

Jim who was 86, was a resident of Souldern for 

some 50 years. To many people he was the kind, 

unassuming American gentleman, but his life was 

distinguished by courage and dedication. This is 

exemplified by his winning a United States Air 

Force medal for bravery in saving a colleague from 

a burning aircraft, while Jim and his beloved late 

wife Lillian devoted four decades of their lives to 

promoting the cause of animal rights. 

Attendance at the funeral was necessarily limited 

and a memorial service will be held at a later date 

when circumstances permit. 

A fuller obituary will be published in a forthcoming 
edition of Three Parishes.  

Obituary: Jim Buckner, longtime Souldern resident 
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Souldern community allotment scheme blossoms 

Souldern Horticultural Society are delighted to announce that all four plots on the village 
community allotment have been 
taken by Souldern residents. To 
encourage the new tenants the 
ground was weeded , cleared and 
rotovated - a joint effort by Bill & 
Gina Wright and Alan & Carol Gray. 
Funding for the scheme, including 
the cost of the first year’s rental, 
was provided by Souldern United 
Charity. 

The new allotment holders plan to 
grow vegetables and flowers and 
can rely on advice and encourage-
ment from Society members.  

Carol Gray, Chair of SHS, said, 
‘Growing your own produce has always been a rewarding pastime. In these difficult times it's 
become an important activity for people with access to a garden or an allotment’.  

Souldern allotments 

 
Worrying increase in 
car theft by teddies 
 
 
 

If I were a crow I’d be 
really, really scared 

 
 
 

SOULDERN NEWS 

Easter bunnies with barrows delivered 
chocolate eggs to every home in 
Souldern courtesy of the Souldern 
United Charity 
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PETER SOUTHAM 

 
Building & Home Maintenance Service 

*Roofing, Guttering, Chimney problems, Carpentry, Fencing, Brick/
stonework,  

Concrete paths, Drives, Patios & Garage Doors 
Insurance approved 

*For a personal service 
Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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     Landscaping and General Garden 
Maintenance.  

    We cover all aspects of hard and 
soft  

Landscaping   
We have public liability 

 
Please contact us on: 
 
M  07714 645596     
H 01869 346894  
E: lexingtonlandscapes@yahoo.co.uk 
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BANBURY MEMORIALS  LTD 

 

 

 

HAND CARVNG & LETTERING 

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS  

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 

Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of Gran-

ite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  

BULLSHEAD 
GARAGE  

(SOULDERN) LTD 
 

01869 345281 
 

MOT Testing Station 
 

Servicing & Repairs  
to most Makes of Cars 

& Light Commercial Vehicles 
 

Most Credit Cards accepted 
 

EXHAUSTS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 

A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 

Quality seasoned hardwood split  

logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 

01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in Ox-

fordshire so try us today! 

 
AYNHO BOUNCY CASTLES 

  
PARTIES, FETES, & SHOWS  

ATTENDED 
 

Contact ED on 
 

T  01869 810808 
M  07811 225698 

Advertise your Business here 
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 

✓ Dog Kennels 

✓ Hutches 

✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 

or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 

Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 

www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  

 nursing care 

• Open 7 days a week 

• RCVS Accredited Hospital 

• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 

 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 
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FRETS and STRINGS 

GUITAR TUITION 
 

• Do you have a neglected guitar under the 
bed? 

• Have you always wanted to play but lack the 
confidence to try? 

• Not played for ages and cant remember 
which way up to hold it? 

 
Contact me for friendly, relaxed lessons  
tailored to your own pace/ability 
 

 Beginner to intermediate Acoustic of Electric 

 Individual or group sessions available 

 Competitive rates 

 Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 

 
Contact: Carl Hynes  
Tel: 01869 346403 
Or 07899 891513  

email:carl@esscomm.co.uk 
www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 

 

R SPITTLE & Sons  
 

PAINTERS & DECORATORS  
 

 FOR ALL  
YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 

 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
 

Mobile: 07768 100156 
 

rspittle8sons@gmail.com 
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R.J. Wakelin 
 

Painting and Decorating 
Specialist 

 
Private / Commercial 

Interior / Exterior 
 

Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  
Gardening Souldern  

 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 

 

Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
 

mailto:dave_barnes@live.co.uk
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CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR 
 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and STORAGE 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
LOFT BOARDING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
STUD WALLING 

TILING 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

GENERAL REPAIRS 
AND MORE...PLEASE ASK! 

 
EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  

CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 
 

07909 513201 

fionaquigley@live.com 
 

 

 Oil Fired Boiler Service  

 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  

on  

07977 107790  

Thank you to all my  

customers over the years 

Andy 
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Computer Science Tuition 

Online - GCSE, A-Level, Project work 

 

Give Old Laptops a Reboot 

Need an extra PC? Maybe we can help 
Let Linux revive a slow machine 

 

We can transfer CDs, Vinyl, Cas-
settes to Hard Drive 

Enjoy your entire music collection in high 
quality throughout your home 

 

Mike Stewart 07768 170444 

bitperfectnetworkaudio@gmail.com 

 
Bit-Perfect Network Audio 

Purveyors of audio services to Fritwell Live 
Web: bitperfectnetworkaudio.duckdns.org 

FRENCH LANGUAGE TUITION 

Learn French in a fun and friendly 
environment! 

Lessons available online or in person 
and suitable for children/adults wanting 

to start learning or improve their 
French language skills. 

 

 

 

 

For further details, please contact:  

Mrs Stewart. Telephone:  

07532 445938 

Our hearts must be lifted especially this year by 
the warmth of the Spring Sunshine, the obvious 
signs of fresh, new growth as the world in the UK 
becomes green and vibrant once more and the 
wonderful sights and sounds of new life around us 
are seen, heard and even smelt. Riding along the 
Somerton Road I was so excited to see the first 
white and yellow dead nettles, my first sight of 
beautiful purple mallow, white stitchwort and 
violets, even the masses of dandelions coming 
along so nicely now.   

Soon Queen Anne's Lace will be abundant as it is 
growing green leaves nicely already. Our garden 
lawn is sporting cowslips and I am trying to per-
suade Brian not to mow these down. I have been 
encouraged by the numbers of yellow brimstone 
butterflies and smaller brown skippers. There are 
young lambs bleating and skipping about in the 
fields, birds are thrilling us with their beautiful 
song first of all in the very early morning Dawn 
Chorus and then in our hedgerows, roof tops and 
gardens as we enjoy just a little warmth from the 
strengthening sunshine, and the scent of our hya-
cinths and wallflowers fills our senses. Chiff chaffs 
are everywhere now, green woodpeckers are 
yaffling away and yellow hammers are asking for 
their little bit of bread and no cheese from the 
tops of hedgerows. There is a fabulous blackbird 
that serenades us daily every afternoon from the 
top of our hedge which is a real delight.  

For those of you who know Robert Browning's 
'Home thoughts from abroad' poem, 'the 
chaffinch sings from the orchard bow in England, 
now', the whitethroat builds' and 'that's the wise 
thrush. He sings each song twice over, lest you 
should think he never could recapture, that first 
fine careless rapture' and he is singing merrily in 
Ardley Wood right now. I remember learning this 
poem at school and have never forgotten it. It is 
something that I recall every year at this time 
because it is so true of this England.   

We are noticing more and more new plants in our 
gardens. Tulips (such short-lived beauties) are 
flourishing now, primulas have been giving us 
colour for quite a while, aubretia and alyssum 
(yellow and white) are decorating garden edges 
and walls as they hang down in clusters. We count 
our blessings for our beautiful Countryside.  

Madeleine’s Country File 
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THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 

 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the edi-
tors do not necessarily agree with the content of 
contributions and reserve the right to edit for 
space, all are considered equally. If your item is 
not time-sensitive, it will not necessarily be in-
cluded in the first issue after you submit it. All 
contributions by email will be acknowledged. 
Word limit: 400.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an 
article by phone to the editor if you don’t have a 
computer or deliver to 11 May’s Close in Frit-
well. 

editor@3parishesnews.co.uk 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January—
invoices sent in December. 
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st 
of month. 
 
June 2020  May 15th 
July 2020  June 19th 
August/September 2020 July 17th 
October 2020  September 18th 
November 2020 October 16th 
December 20/January 21 November 20th 
 
CIC No. 11182467 Directors: 
Ken Langdon ken@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Helen Metcalfe helen@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Marketing: nick@3parishesnews.co.uk 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

41p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£78.50 per year 
(£7.85 per issue) 

1/2 pg H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£157 per year 
(£15.70 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£314 per year 
(£31.40 per issue) 

2020 Advertising Prices 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

 
AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities of 
Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern by pro-
moting a sense of inclusion and belonging so that 
all residents feel able to take part in, and contribute 
to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the commu-
nity in the form of a regular magazine and social 
media presence, and other suitable methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for community 
organisations such as: Parish Councils, Churches, 
Youth Organisations, Social Enterprises, local busi-
nesses, charities, schools, advocacy services etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services by publish-
ing reviews in order to encourage people to attend 
and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of inter-
est to people in the three villages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and charities 
with donations, grants etc from the profits of the 
CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling advertising to 
local businesses to be published in the regular 
magazine and on social media.  

CAN WE HELP YOU? 
 

Advertise with us! You will reach 
1000 readers and countless social 
media users at a very reasonable 
price. 
 
Do have a look at our website if you 
haven’t for a while—we are in the 
process of improving it each day.  
 

Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 
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