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Editorial 

This month’s issue focuses on rural crime and securi-

ty. I recently attended the Police Rural Resilience 

Group meeting. The group is open to anyone and 

meets 4-6 times a year with members of Thames 

Valley Police, Cherwell District Council Community 

Safety Team, Oxfordshire Fire Service and Oxford-

shire County Council. A dozen parish councils and 

members of the public talked about security issues 

facing their villages and the official representatives 

gave advice and guidance. Items that come up on a 

regular basis are dangerous parking, speeding, theft 

from outbuildings, theft from vehicles and fly tipping. 

In January the problem of “Nottingham Knockers” 

came up. Read more about them on page 5. Try to 

make sure you can see who is at the door before you 

open it, or keep the chain on when opening the door 

and ask for ID first. If the ID has no number to phone 

to confirm who it is, send them away. 

The Cherwell District Council Community Safety 

Team provide a “Safety Roadshow” service which we 

will arrange for the Three Parishes in the Spring. 

They give out No Cold Caller door stickers, advice on 

doorstep safety for older people, and other advice 

and guidance.  

Another matter that came up and is likely to be of 

interest to Parish Councils, Village Halls and the like. 

This is the Scottish and Southern Energy Resilient 

Communities Fund. The fund is particularly focused 

on projects which help vulnerable or isolated people 

living in SSE network areas. The fund is for projects 

that protect the welfare of vulnerable community 

members through enhancing their resilience and 

improving community participation and effectiveness. 

And to enhance community facilities, services and 

communication specifically to support the local re-

sponse in the event of a significant emergency event. 

The best way to find out more about the fund and 

how to apply is to look at the latest report on SSE 

website: https://www.ssen.co.uk/WorkArea/

DownloadAsset.aspx?id=16622  or phone 0141 224 7712 

The next Rural Resilience meeting is on April 22nd at 

7pm in Piddington Village Hall OX25 1PU. 

So I hope that you find the articles for March of use 

for you and your family. Watch out for notices of the 

Safety Roadshows in the next couple of months, and 

for those of you who remember Hill Street Blues: 

“Hey, let’s be careful out there.”  

Looking Ahead 
MAY 
8th VE Day Anniversary event ------------------------- 12 
10th Malvern Show trip ----------------------------------- 15 
JUNE 
19th BBC Gardeners’ World trip ----------------------- 8 
27/28 Flower Festival Fritwell -------------------------- 10 
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SCHOOL 
Enhancing the Curriculum 

As part of our curriculum work on diversity we organised an incredible trip for the whole school to 

visit BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in North West London to find out more about the Hindu 

religion. We received a very warm welcome from the numerous volunteers at the temple and the 

children's behaviour has been exemplary....just as we would expect from our respectful and 

empathetic pupils. The arti ceremony was breath-taking, and finding out about the history of this 

amazing building provoked some thoughtful questions. Well done Fritwell School, you have been a 

pleasure to take out today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of furthering our children’s experiences, the Sharks and Stingrays had a wonderful morning 

at the Sheldonian Theatre listening to Holst’s ‘The Planets’, Star Wars, Dr Who and much more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A selection of Year 4 and 5 musicians took part  

in an enrichment day at Bloxham School  

alongside children from different schools.  

They learnt some fantastic songs and performed  

superbly  to parents later in the day at the  

concert.  

 

Organising and taking part in these 

experiences is a key part of our curriculum to  

to ensure that children have many different 

opportunities whilst here at Fritwell 

School.  

 

Key Date : Saturday 28th March  

FoFS Easter Egg Hunt 12.30pm 

If you know anyone who would like to visit or know more about 

what we offer, please pass on details of the school office 

(01869 345283) where our staff will make an appointment for 

me to meet and discuss their children’s very special 

educational journey. 

Jonathan Hart 

Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary School 
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FEATURE—CRIME AND SAFETY 

The team consists of Community Wardens and a 

Community Safety Officer all overseen by the Com-

munity Safety Manager. The role of the team is to 

provide help and support to residents and visitors of 

Cherwell whilst working closely with Partner agen-

cies including Thames Valley Police to ensure a safe 

environment to live and work. 

All our officers are accredited with CSAS powers 

from the Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police. 

This means they are authorised to carry out certain 

activities that were previously only able to be done 

by Police or Police Community Support Officers. As 

a result of this they all carry Police radios and are in 

contact with Police Officers throughout the district.  

Some of the duties of the Community Wardens in-

clude: participating in joint operations and taskings 

with partner organisations to reduce Anti-Social 

Behaviour, Crime and the fear of crime within the 

district. To protect and safeguard vulnerable individ-

uals in the community. To carry out Anti-Social Be-

haviour investigations and where appropriate taking 

enforcement action. They also carry out High Visibil-

ity foot patrols in the community. 

Community Wardens also have powers to issue 

fixed penalty notices (FPN) for offences including 

Public Spaces Protection Order (Banbury town cen-

tre). They also mediate in neighbour disputes to help 

find positive resolutions. 

The newest member of the team, Katey is acclima-

tising herself with the various areas and issues 

around the district and is eager to meet everyone 

and offer our help where needed. In the picture be-

low she is at Heyford Park. 

The Community Safety Officer is the lead Anti Social 

Behaviour (ASB) advisor for Cherwell and works 

closely with departments in CDC and partners such 

as Police, Social Services, Trading Standards and 

Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue. They also arrange multi 

agency community events and operations.  

To contact the team directly: telephone: 01295 

221824   E-Mail: Community.Safety@cherwell-

dc.gov.uk 

Katey, the latest CDC Community Warden recruit  

visiting Heyford Park in February 

The impact of crime on older people 

Sadly, many of us are only too aware of the im-

pact of crime against the elderly, either through 

personal misfortune or the experiences of family 

or friends. Last year Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 

of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services 

commissioned research specialists BritainThinks 

to carry out a survey of the impact of crime on 

older people living across England and Wales. 

Among the points to emerge was that having an 

active support network was an important factor in 

helping participants manage their experience of 

being a victim of crime. Participants in the survey 

described relying on others, such as family, 

friends and neighbours. This support included 

being encouraged to report the incident to the 

police.  

Supporters can also play a valuable part in help-

ing the victim cope with the immediate and longer

-term impacts of the crime, e.g. helping to pur-

chase and install security equipment, such as  

[ctd on next page] 

Cherwell District Council Community Safety Team 

mailto:Community.Safety@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
mailto:Community.Safety@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
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Beware of “Nottingham Knockers” 

People have been using Three Parishes social 

media to express concerns about “Nottingham 

Knockers” calling on local homes. 

So-called because the scam originated in the Not-

tingham area, these are usually young(ish) men 

who knock on your door trying to sell shoddy and 

overpriced household items, such as tea towels. 

They frequently claim to be ‘going straight’ after 

coming out of prison or completing a drug with-

drawal programme, often displaying a forged identi-

ty card.  

Their main reason for calling is to recce the house, 

establishing such things as when it is likely to be 

occupied, the age of the residents, what valuables 

they might have and whether they have cash on 

the premises. This information is then used by their 

gang to target break-ins, as well as being sold on to 

other criminals, such as burglars and confidence 

tricksters.  

Thames Valley Police urge people not to buy any-

Our dangerous streets 

‘The speed at which some of these cars drive is 

horrendous, it’s only a matter of time before 

something serious happens again’. 

‘Something has to be done before someone is 

killed. It’s no good waiting for that to happen 

before calming measures are put in place!’. 

‘We could do with a proper path so everyone 

can walk in safety from the speeding vehicles’. 

These are just some of the responses posted 

on The Three Parishes Facebook page when 

we asked: “What do you and your neighbours 

consider to be the principal threats, dangers 

and hassles facing you and our community?”. 

Obviously, there’s only so much we can do as 

private citizens and there are some valuable 

initiatives already in place, such as the place-

making features of gates at village entrances 

and planters below the gates in Ardley. Somer-

ton has speed bumps, and Fritwell and Somer-

ton have Vehicle Awareness Signs (VAS). Frit-

well Parish Council is currently looking at other 

measures (see Fritwell Parish Council Report 

on p18).  

Can we learn from what is being done in other 

communities to tackle this pressing problem?  

We welcome your thoughts. Please contact our 

Editor on: editor@3parishesnews.co.uk  Tel: 

07788 560 174.  

Where are the banners that were designed by a 

school pupil a few years ago in Fritwell? These 

were displayed at the village gates for some 

time and reminded drivers that excess speed 

endangers children. I recall the caption was 

“Slow your pace, it’s not a race” - brilliant. Bring 

Back the Banners! Ed. 

[ctd from previous page] 

cameras, locks and panic alarms, as well as provid-

ing emotional support. 

The survey found that older people can have a 

heightened awareness of their own vulnerability. 

They are more likely to have diminishing social 

circles and support networks, which can change 

significantly through bereavement or spouses mov-

ing into care homes. 

Participants in rural areas thought local police sta-

tions were likely to be served by a very small num-

ber of officers, reducing their expectations of the 

police response. In addition, these participants 

often reported being a long distance from their 

nearest police station and they worried the police 

would not be able to respond quickly to an emer-

gency. Crucially, this can impact how likely such 

people are to report a crime in the future.  

Thames Valley Police have an active programme of 

police/public partnership (see editorial). Of course, 

we as a community also have a part to play. Many 

of us are already aware of this important issue, but 

it never hurts to be just that bit more mindful of the 

vulnerability of older people. 

thing from Nottingham Knockers and to report them 

to Police by dialling 101, giving a description of the 

person(s) and any associated vehicle you may 

spot.  

(It is also possible that these men are the victims of 

exploitation, so calling the 101 is the best course of 

action, in case they themselves are in danger—Ed.) 

FEATURE—CRIME AND SAFETY 

mailto:editor@3parishesnews.co.uk
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DOG THEFT IN OXFORDSHIRE 

In 2017 our county was suffering very badly with the 

theft of dogs. Thames Valley police is working 

closely with the public, councillors and gamekeep-

ers to help tackle the increase number of dogs be-

ing stolen in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. 

They are encouraging the public to report any inci-

dents to help them gather intelligence on the crimi-

nals and help dogs get reunited with their owners. 

It is heartbreaking having your family pet stolen, but 

for some gamekeepers this could have a big effect 

on their employment. Gundogs are highly valuable 

and there has been a rise in stolen dogs reports. 

Here are some tips on how you can keep your 

dog safe: 

1. Have your dog microchipped and with your 

name and address in the tag. Both of these require-

ments are now law in the UK. It is also handy to 

have your mobile number in the tag, in case some-

one picks up your lost dog. 

2. Do not leave your dog unsupervised in the 

garden or in the car. 

3. Do not let your children take the dog for a walk 

unsupervised. 

4. Look into getting your dog tattoed. The Nation-

al Tattoo Register has more details. 

5. Do not tied your dog outside a shop or leave 

him unsupervised anywhere. 

6. Try to vary the places and times you walk your 

dog. 

7. Go out with friends and family, so that you are 

not on your own. 

8. Use an extending lead or a long line, if your 

dog’s recall is not good. Maybe see about dog train-

ing classes to help you along. 

9. If your dog lives in kennels, ensure they are 

padlocked and have high security. Consider in-

stalling CCTV. 

10. Pre-register your dog with DogLost, the UK’s 

largest lost and found dog service. 

Emails – handle with care! 

Emails have transformed the way many of us 

communicate. They bring enormous benefits but 

there are some bad guys out there and emails are 

not always what they seem. If not treated with cau-

tion these rogue emails can cause significant stress 

and even financial loss. Simon van Zvanenberg of 

computer repair & IT specialists ComputerPro, 

looks at some of the most serious threats. 

Fraudsters attempt to sell products or services by 

encouraging – usually by deceit – the recipient to 

click on a hyperlink within the email. The subject 

and link text are rarely related to the links’ true des-

tination but titled in a manner intended to entice or 

fool the recipient. 

Cybercriminals attempt to infect your machine with 

a virus, worm, or suchlike. These can seriously 

compromise your computer, the data it holds, and 

your online activities. Such emails will contain a link 

or attachment (image, document etc) which, when 

opened, will then deliver and install the bad stuff. 

Perpetrators can try to convince the recipient that 

the sender and email are authentic: by appropriat-

ing genuine email addresses or creating ones that 

are almost identical to ones belonging to legitimate 

companies, such as Facebook and LinkedIn.  

‘Phishing’ emails, attempt to obtain personal infor-

mation, specifically account details and credentials 

(usernames and passwords), by purporting to be 

from a bank, HMRC, online service provider etc, 

which e.g. “needs you validate your account”, or 

login to the account to retrieve some information. 

Again, the criminals employ apparently genuine 

sending addresses, but also imitate the content and 

design (logos etc) of the alleged bank or whoever. 

Ransomware is a particularly pernicious form of 

infection, which encrypts users’ computer files ren-

dering them inaccessible and displays a message 

on screen demanding that the victim pay a not-

insubstantial fee (otherwise, if not forthcoming, the 

files will be destroyed or permanently locked).  

Two important precautions to observe before open-

ing an email are to ask yourself if the sender is 

known to you and if the subject is recognisable and 

probable.  

ComputerPro has created an email safety checklist 

which you can view on https://computer-pro.co.uk/

some-helpful-advice-for-email-users/. For the full 

picture contact them on 01869 352002 or 

pcstuff@computerpro.co.uk. Their advert is on page 

28. 

FEATURE—CRIME AND SAFETY 

http://www.dog-register.co.uk/
http://www.dog-register.co.uk/
http://www.doglost.co.uk/
https://computer-pro.co.uk/some-helpful-advice-for-email-users/
https://computer-pro.co.uk/some-helpful-advice-for-email-users/
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Stay living at Home 

Why many families are now choosing live-in care 

over a residential care home. 

What is live-in care? 

Live-in care is just that. It allows an individual, or 

couple, to stay in the comfort and familiarity of their 

own home. They have one-to-one, high quality 

support from a carefully matched carer who lives 

with them. 

Depending on the provider 

and level of care agreed, 

core services typically in-

clude: help with mobility and 

safety, personal care, medi-

cation, night time support, 

shopping, cooking, house-

work, pet care, admin, trips 

out and appointments, plus 

companionship and emotion-

al support. Many carers are 

specially trained to cope with 

conditions such as demen-

tia, stroke, MS, Parkin-

son’s or palliative care. 

“Live-in carers help clients enjoy things in life that 

bring happiness: seeing friends, pets, baking, gar-

dening or reading a great book.” 

Key benefits 

Live-in care provides great peace of mind. To be in 

familiar surroundings, with treasured possessions, 

beloved pets, friends nearby, while receiving tai-

lored, professional care enables elderly relatives to 

live well – and be as healthy and happy as they 

can be. 

With no rigid timetables, each day is planned 

around the client and their own routines and pref-

erences (this is especially beneficial for those with 

dementia). Carers can adapt quickly and easily to 

any changes in needs. Indeed, getting to know 

their charges well also helps a carer spot when 

someone might just be little off colour, enabling 

health issues to be picked up as early as possible.  

Live-in homecare is about caring for the whole 

person, not just an age or health issue. Good car-

ers possess a balance of dedication, reliability and 

compassion, combined with sociability, good hu-

mour and common sense. The good care provid-

ers have developed proven in-depth carer-client 

matching procedures to ensure sensitive and com-

patible pairings. It’s an essential part of making live

-in care so successful. 

Live-in fees can compare favourably with residen-

tial care homes, especially where couples are 

looked after together. Costs vary depending on 

requirements, for instance some people may need  

At home in the garden 

simple companionship and support with house-

keeping, others may have complex medical needs. 

In the Cherwell Valley and wider Oxfordshire, plus 

across all counties stretching 75miles from Oxford, 

one of the better known companies is Oxford Pri-

vate Care who have a highly established valued 

reputation, and have been providing care services 

and live-in care since 1982.  

Find out more at www.oxfordprivatecare.co.uk or 

see our advertisement on page 32. Call 01865 

861944. 

 
 
 
 
 

Oxfordshire Age UK hold regular Computer 
Drop-in help Sessions at Banbury Library on the 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every month 10am til 
2pm. Call 01295  262282 for info. 

SAFE AT HOME—Advertorial 
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Group Garden Holidays 

Thanks to a grant from Oxfordshire Community 

Foundation regulars of the annual holiday group 

were able to enjoy a superb light lunch of their 

choice followed by coffee/tea and cake at Croughton 

Tea Rooms recently. (Photo, right) 

Our visit to Cornwall will soon be upon us, the de-

tails and itinerary will be sent out to all of those on 

the trip shortly. 

A day trip to look forward too is ‘BBC Gardeners 

Live’ at Birmingham NEC on Friday June 19 Details 

to follow shortly. 

Edinburgh Tattoo Departing on Sunday 9 August 

2020. Includes ‘Luxury’ coach travel from local pick 

up points. Staying at the Hotel Riverside Lodge, 

Irvine. 4-star Hotel. Rooms: Twin/Double / Single 

rooms (Twin/double for sole occupancy):  2 nights 

DBB 1 night BB. Inclusions: 3 nights’ accommoda-

tion in a 4-star hotel Porterage on arrival and depar-

ture. Welcome tea/coffee & shortbread on arrival. 

Monday 10th August – Now includes a visit to 

‘Rosslyn Chapel’ prior to our visit into Edinburgh 

with free time before the highlight of the tour ‘The 

Edinburgh Military Tattoo’ – mid-range ticket includ-

ed. 

Tuesday 11th August - Excursion to Loch Lomond 

& the Trossachs with free time. 

Wednesday 12th August – After breakfast and 

check out we make our return journey home. 

Cost £349.00 per person sharing a twin/double 

room. Single rooms (Twin/double for sole occupan-

cy) plus £70.  Optional Travel Insurance £27.00. 

Contact Jean McGarry 01869 345581 or email 

mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk if you are interested in 

joining us. 

Friday 4 December – Coach outing to The Victorian 

Christmas Market in Worcester. Details to follow 

shortly. 

Details for the April 2021 destination Dumfries and 

Galloway Scotland will be available next month. 

These holidays and day trips are open to all, mem-

bership is not required. Why not join us, Good 

Times & Crazy Friends Make the Best Memories. 

OUT & ABOUT 

mailto:mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk
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OPINION 

Madeleine’s Country File 

Yes the days are getting longer, the birds are show-

ing signs of being twitterpated (great tits and blue 

tits are chasing each other around and thrushes can 

be heard in the wood) and many birds are singing 

their hearts out trying to attract mates, the daffodils 

are yellowing up nicely, there are masses of hazel 

catkins to be seen  (these are the male part of the 

tree, of course, as the female part is a small, almost 

insignificant red, star-like feature) small leaves of 

Queen Anne's lace is beginning to grow as well as 

that early dog mercury we can see on the grassy 

verges of our lanes and in the woodlands. Primros-

es and crocuses are growing nicely too (beautiful 

primulas and pansies in our gardens) and it is so 

lovely to see all these beautiful Spring flowers. It 

makes you smile and raises your spirits joyfully.  

Our garden plants are sprouting buds or are even in 

flower like some cherry trees and flowering cur-

rants, forsythia also. If you look closely you can see 

the buds on some of our trees and hedges begin-

ning to swell. I noticed some on the spindle shrubs 

down Somerton Road the other day. We have had 

an exceptionally mild winter so far which may ac-

count for the early signs of plants awakening but 

climate change must have a part to play too, I think.   

I was disappointed in the numbers of birds coming 

into the garden during our Big Garden Birdwatch 

and do hope you were more successful than we 

were. It is so annoying to see so few when we often 

feel our garden is like Piccadilly Circus and will see 

more unusual visitors such as Great Spotted Wood-

peckers, Nuthatches, Goldcrests, Bullfinches, Tree 

Creepers and once even a Red Kite which swooped 

low to take food from our bird table but Sparrow-

hawks (not that this last raptor is as welcome when 

it carries off Chaffinches with it) tend to make our 

garden birds very wary and our neighbour said he 

saw a kestrel on the fencing in our garden.   

On several very early mornings a vixen was heard 

screaming for a mate and was heard down Water 

Lane. I also heard a Tawny Owl one morning.  

From the other side of the hedgerow… 

“We have two ears and one mouth so that we 

can listen twice as much as we speak.”  Attributed 

to Epictetus, a Greek philosopher 

A friend of mine once described a mutual acquaint-

ance by saying, “When you talk to him, you get the 

feeling that yours is the most important view he’s 

heard on the topic.” This reminded me that despite 

trying, I remain a poor listener. I tend to talk more 

than I listen, sometimes by a huge margin. 

So, I’m finishing reading The Art of Listening by 

Kate Murphy. It has explained, among other things, 

a matter that has been troubling me for a while – 

why, when they discover that I think we should have 

remained in the EU, do people become so enraged?  

They assign other ideas and attributes to me that 

were never there. I’ve been called unpatriotic. As a 

group, remainers are not infrequently referred to as 

traitors. (By the way, I’m neither.)  In this newsletter 

my view has been described as ‘claptrap’. 

Kate Murphy refers to this as ‘biased listening’ or 

‘prejudiced listening’ and points out its pitfalls. 

Here’s my way of summarising what prejudiced 

listening means. Suppose that you can identify a 

person’s attributes and beliefs on a matrix of twenty 

by ten cells. Each row goes from one extreme to 

another. For example, a simple  political scale would 

go from 1 to 10 where 1 is extreme left wing and 10 

extreme right.  Other rows in the matrix might be, 

sexist to feminist, atheist to evangelist. When we 

evaluate people, we use our very own behavioural 

measures or matrix. Due to prejudiced listening, we 

take a person’s position in one cell and in our minds 

instantly fill in all the other cells. We do this without 

bothering to listen and check whether this is a true 

representation of the person or not. 

So, for example, someone recently described them-

selves to me as an unashamed sexist. In my mind, I 

filled in all his other cells in my personality and be-

haviour matrix and painted a very black view of what 

that person is. I do this simply because I abhor sex-

ism. To have avoided such prejudice, I might have 

listened and heard a different and more accurate 

picture of the whole person. 

So, in the current mood of political vitriol, we ought 

to as a first step listen to Kate Murphy and then 

spend more time listening to people who espouse 

views that we don’t immediately warm to. 

Headbumper 
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IN CONVERSATION 

Memories of Mike Dockrey 1941 – 2019 

Mike Dockrey was generous with his time and 

affection. He was a confident man, comfortable in 

his own skin, well mannered when it counted and 

good-naturedley rude when appropriate. He has 

left a large hole in the Fritwell family. The editor 

spoke to Gordon Wrighton about Mike, his father 

Jim’s best friend. What follows are the highlights of 

our conversation.  

Jim and Mike ran their own companies and had a 

mutual interest in helping the village in a practical, 

hands on way since neither of them were particu-

larly keen on sitting on committees - they were 

definitely do-ers. 

Mike was a long-standing member of the Bicester 

Lions and  he roped Jim in to help with hands-on 

tasks. Their favourite method of project manage-

ment was to tell the working party to turn up at 11 

am and then to get all the work done themselves 

before 10 am so that no one else had to do any-

thing, or, more importantly, get under their feet.... 

Gordon tells me that when they got together the 

two men were like naughty little schoolboys. He 

shared with me a number of anecdotes about Jim 

and Mike towing the Bicester Lions Santa sleigh 

between villages. I won’t repeat them here in case 

any police are reading but suffice to say it proved 

their status as overgrown schoolboys. 

The duo were known to enjoy a pint of Marstons in 

a local hostelry, of which there were several to 

choose from back in the 70s, 80s and 90s. Indeed 

Gordon suggested that the only time they were 

known to sit still was when placed before a glass 

of the brew. 

Gordon recalls a number of occasions when he 

escorted a “well-hydrated“ Jim and Mike home 

from the Fat Stock Dinner which invariably ended 

with one or both of them falling over or off some-

thing. An exercise bicycle was mentioned… 

Mike was one of the most proactive people Gordon 

ever knew. If he knew something needed doing he 

just wanted to get on and do it. If you had a prob-

lem Mike invariably had a fix, the tools to build the 

fix, or knew someone who did. 

The dynamic duo served on several village com-

mittees together, in particular the Parish Council 

and the Playing Fields Committee. They were both 

keen to realise ideas rather than discuss them at 

length - their business backgrounds leading them 

to see that time is money.  

Mike had firm ideas about things and spoke his 

mind. But his mind was always made up with the 

village’s best interests at heart. He was an enor-

mous fount of knowledge. and was involved with 

many successful projects in Fritwell, nearby villag-

es, in the Diocese, the Lions, and further afield. 

On a more sober note Gordon told me about the 

support that Mike provided to Jim, Gordon and 

Kath when they lost wife and mum suddenly and 

prematurely in 1985. Gordon is very grateful for all 

the support that Mike gave at this heartbreaking 

time. He is quite certain that Mike’s unfailing faith 

was very important in allowing him to be strong for 

others at difficult times.  

When Mike got together with Rosemary, Gordon 

recalls that despite not having children of his own 

he immediately became an excellent father figure 

to Rosemary’s children even though they were 

grown and getting on with their lives away from 

home. Later he enjoyed every moment of being a 

grandfather.  

Gordon saw Mike and Rosemary as a dream team 

- he holds their relationship up as a model for any-

one.  

ST OLAVE’S CHURCH FRITWELL 
 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 
27–28 JUNE 2020 

 
‘Wedding Anniversaries’ 

 
If you would like to sponsor an arrangement in memory of a loved one or a special occasion, 
please contact Jane (01869 345396)  
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CHURCH NEWS 

Mothering Sunday or Mother’s Day? 

Mothering Sunday falls this year on the 22nd of the 

month. The day has a very rich history. Children 

and young people "in service" (i.e. household serv-

ants) were given the day off to be with their fami-

lies and attend their local "mother" church. They 

would pick wildflowers along the way either to 

place in the church or give to their mothers. Over 

time this developed into the Mothering Sunday 

tradition we follow today of giving gifts in various 

ways to mothers.  

Simnel Cakes and Pudding Pies 

And there are many names about the day. It is 

sometimes known as “Simnel Sunday”. Cakes are 

baked and the gathered reunited family celebrate, 

relaxing from the austerity of Lent. In Surrey, 

where I ministered for a period of time, it is called 

“Pudding Pie” Sunday. It has much the same 

meaning behind it. 

In more recent times it has become “Mother’s 

Day”. This is a little departure from the full meaning 

of Mothering Sunday. But it gives us a day across 

the generations to focus on our mothers and the 

vocation and place of mothering in our formation 

and development. We remember our own mothers 

both alive and those no longer with us. In other 

English speaking parts of the world “Mother’s Day” 

falls in May. 

God’s maternal side 

 “Mothering Sunday” though makes us think also of 

the nature God’s maternal side. We readily refer to 

‘him’, Father and King. God, however, has strong 

motherly instincts too. The psalms in the Old Tes-

tament have a number of references. Here’s one 

from psalm 17 verse 8:   

“Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the 

shadow of your wings.” 

The prophet Isaiah famously wrote : “As a mother 

comforts her child, so will I [God] comfort you; and 

you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” (Isa. 

66:13).  

Jesus used both these images when he lamented 

centuries later over Jerusalem: 

 “..., how often I have longed to gather your chil-

dren together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings, and you were not willing.” (Matthew 

23:37; Luke 13:34) 

Mothering for all 

Our Churches on the 22nd will have Services 

(details elsewhere in this edition of the magazine) 

where we can bring all this together. Even if we 

don’t get to Church we can still pause from what-

ever we’re doing that day and give God our thanks 

for the vocation and inspiration of our mothers. 

God readily gives and inspires us with his motherly 

style love, care, attention and devotion. Like all 

good things let’s share this with all those around us 

in our lives, not just with our mothers – and not 

only on Mothering Sunday!  It will go some way to 

start making the world a better place. 

The Reverend Andrew J Foran 

Locum Priest, Cherwell Valley Benefice 

To book a  
Baptism or Wedding     

  contact the benefice office 01869 
233687 

 

barbara.mcgarry 
@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  

Office Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday    

9:30am—2:30pm 

The Forum 
Tuesday 3rd March 7:30pm 

The Revd. Andrew Foran 

Our associate Priest here in the valley, 

former Chaplain of HMP Bullingdon 

"Life Inside - a Chaplain's View" 

Some thoughts and observations about prison 
life from a faith perspective  

Upper Heyford Reading Room                                                   
The Village Green, OX25 5LG 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_service
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CHURCH NEWS 

HEYFORD PARK CHAPEL 

“A place where I can just be myself.” 

The death of a loved one is difficult.  

Bereavement can last a long time. 

This group offers a place to be with others                

having a similar experience.  A space where you can 

talk about your day to day life and how your bereave-

ment impacts you; without judgment or prejudice. 

Each drop-in session includes a breakfast, a time of 

informal chat and a short time of being in a group to 

discuss ways of  journeying through bereavement.  

Please note: this is not a counselling service. 

Sessions are on the fourth Saturday of each month 

starting on 28th March 2020. The doors open at 

9.30am and each session will finish by 11am. 

Come for some or all of the session. 

The Bereavement Support group is run by Heyford 

Park Chapel, 572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, Bicester 

OX27 7TE 

All are welcome 

If you have any queries please phone: 01869 

233697. 

Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 

Praying with Zimbabwe 

Friday 6th March 
Service at 11:30am 
Followed by a light lunch                                         

to which everyone is welcome 
Heyford Park Chapel 

572 Brice Road OX25 5TE 

 

BENEFICE OFFICE  

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
9:30-2:30 

572 Brice Road 

Heyford Park OX25 5TE  

Tel: 01869 233687 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
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CHERWELL VALLEY SERVICES 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   

Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926 helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Rev Andrew Foran Please contact via the benefice office 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

OFFICE HOURS (Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:30-2:30) 
in case of emergency please contact 07889 444 616 

St Mary’s Ardley 8:30 services 

In the event of inclement weather during the winter months (ice /snow etc.) please con-
tact any member of Ardley PCC the previous evening to confirm if the service will take 
place. Angela Chamberlain (345332) / Brian Gilpin (345269) 

  
Ardley                   

St Mary’s 
Fritwell         

St Olave’s 

Lower 
Heyford 
St Mary’s 

Somerton 
St James 

Souldern 
The Annun 

Upper Heyford 
St Mary’s  The Chapel 

1-Mar 8.30am 1662  
11am                    

Morning            
Prayer 

11am                         
1662 HC  

6pm               
Evensong 

11am                       
Matins 

9:30                             
HC  

11.00am 
Communion 

8-Mar 
9.30am                

HC  
8.30am             

1662 HC 

11am              
Family             

Worship 

9.30am           
Sunday             

Club 

11am                
Sung                   

Communion 

No                 
Service 

11.00am                  
Family               
Service  

15-Mar 
9.30                    
MP 

9.30                  
Family               

Communion  
11.00 MP 

11am                   
M & HC    

8.30                 
1662                 

Communion 

No                    
Service 

11am                      
Family              

Communion  

22-Mar 
10:30 Mothering Sunday @ 

Fritwell Weslyan               
Reform Chapel 

11:00            
Mothering 
Sunday   

Communion  

9:30          
Mothering 
Sunday            
Service 

9:30               
Mothering 
Sunday               
Service 

8:30                      
HC  

11:00              
Mothering 
Sunday              
Service  

29-Mar 11am BENEFICE SERVICE  

5-Apr 8.30am 1662  
11am                    

Morning             
Prayer 

11am                         
1662 HC  

Evensong 
11am                       
Matins 

9:30                             
HC  

11.00am 
Communion 

6-Apr   
7:00pm            

Compline 
         

7-Apr 
7:00pm  

Compline 
            

8-Apr         
7:00pm        
Sung             

Compline 
    

9-Apr             
7:30pm  

Communion 

10-Apr     
2pm                     

Hour at                 
the cross 

       

12-Apr 
9.30am  
Easter  

Communion 

6/6:30am                
Sunrise                      
Service 

11am               
Easter                

Communion 

9.30am     
Easter              

Communion 

11am             
Easter             

Communion 

9:30              
Easter            

Communion  

11.00am                  
Easter              

Communion   



14 

CHAPELS 

FRITWELL CHAPEL NEWS 

Soon it will be Mothering Sunday so we invite 

mums and dads with all their family and friends to 

this special service when all mums will receive a 

special posy. We look forward to welcoming you all, 

as this will be a joint service with our friends from St 

Marys Ardley and St Olaves, we can all meet to-

gether and enjoy a cuppa after the service. 

The Chapel A.G.M. was held in January when all 

officers and duties were filled, plus a list of special 

events were confirmed so we are looking forward to 

an exciting year. We extend a very special thank 

you to Bernie Girling who is always so willing  to do 

any extra jobs at the Chapel on a voluntary basis. 

The members were very sad at the loss of Mike 

Dockrey, Church Warden at St Olaves.  Mike and 

Rosemary had always been so willing to join with 

us and help out on many occasions, we will certain-

ly miss his loyal friendship. 

Candlemas Day 2nd Feb is a very important day in 

the Christian Calendar, our preacher gave a very 

inspiring talk on this special day and did you know 

this year it fell on 02-02-2020? Did you know Can-

dlemas is halfway through Winter? 

Old Folklore says:- 

If Candlemas is fair and bright. 

Winter will have another flyte. 

If Candlemas is dull and grey. 

Winter now has gone away. 

Preachers for March. 

1st         Mr I Timmis 

8th          Mr B Bromfield 

15th.      Dr T Ray 

22nd    Mrs P Haley 

29th     Mrs D Williams 

All services at 10.30am 

All are welcome 

Don Walker 346674 

150 YEARS OF SOULDERN CHAPEL 

Geoffrey Reeve has kindly given permission for his 

presentation at the Anniversary Supper last year to 

be published. Here is the first of the series, in which 

he explains his personal faith journey. 

In one respect celebrating an anniversary such as 

this is like celebrating the New Year. We look back 

at years past and we try to look forward to what may 

lie ahead. 

It took some getting around to realise that I have 

been associated with this Chapel half of those 150 

yrs. I can picture many faces of those who have 

passed on to glory. I can see the many families that 

occupied the pews in those past days. Indeed, there 

was a family in most seats, and I believe that in my 

day the majority of seats were occupied by Reeve 

families. 

The preachers to me as a youngster all seemed old 

men that would go on and on. They would make 

many points. When it got to fourthly, we thought he 

was nearing the end, but no, it would continue and 

sometimes get to seventhly, by then we had com-

pletely given up. We kids were expected to sit and 

be quiet. It was seldom that a preacher ever said 

anything to us. 

But there was one preacher who we were always 

eager to listen to because he finished at a quarter to 

seven. A 45-minute service: he didn’t go on over the 

hour. And that preacher continued for many years. 

This old gentleman got to a stage in his life where 

he found it difficult to get around. I would fetch him 

and because he was unable to put his shoes and 

socks on by himself, I would go a few minutes earli-

er to carry out this task for him. When the steps 

became an obstacle, we sat him in a chair and lifted 

him up and he sat to lead our worship. As I got 

older, I soon realised that these old local preachers 

had a deep faith and preached from a personal 

experience. 

It was because of one old local preacher that I am 

here tonight. I was 17,and still attending services, 

BUT why? This old gentleman appeared to spend 

an entire service talking to me. His theme was pray-

er. It was easy to tell that he lived on prayer. I can 

hear him now saying “Don’t go home my boy and 

pray for something and expect it to be on the door-

step with the milk tomorrow morning. God will an-

swer in His time but not perhaps in the way you 

think best”. How true he was and thro’ prayer God 

showed me the way I should go and I have been a 

great believer in prayer from that day. 

To be continued next month 
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Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club Update 

The Club started in 1987, with Norman Frazer as 

Chairperson, Mrs Charlotte Irwin as Secretary and 

Maureen Hamilton as Treasurer. In its inaugural 

year there were 63 members. Having looked 

through the membership book, which records all 

membership since that time, I am delighted to tell 

you that the Club now has 94 members which is a 

record. I think that Norman Frazer would  also be 

delighted. 

Our March event on Wednesday the 18th is lunch 

in the Ardley and Fewcott Village Hall. Its   a 

Ploughman’s. With both a vegetarian and a ham 

option, followed by cake, tea or coffee. It will once 

again be a fun way to while away these cold days. 

The cost to members is £5.50 for the vegetarian 

option and £6 for the ham option. If you would like 

to join us but are not a member yet the cost is an 

additional £1.50. There will be a raffle plus a game 

or two of Americano Bingo! 

We will be visiting the Malvern Spring Show on 

Sunday, 10th May. To ensure that you have a re-

served place we suggest that you contact one of the 

organisers as soon as possible to ensure you are 

not disappointed.  We are able to subsidise this trip 

for members with a portion of the OCF grant. The 

cost is £30 and to non - members £37.50. Don’t 

forget that you can join the Club at any time for an 

annual fee of £5. 

At our first meeting after the AGM, the new commit-

tee agreed the following roles. 

Chairperson and Treasurer – Ian Turner - 01869 

345250 

Secretary - Denise Turner - 07925546735 

Minute secretary – Tricia Hazan 

Holiday Coordinator: Jenny Price - 07795947014 

Event’s organisers – Sue Howkins - 01869 369422 

& 07768989448 

Events Organiser - Elaine Greenwood -

07516007343 

Fundraiser – Sue Girling - 01869 345443 

Committee members – Marianne Want, Carole 

Hennings, Julia Alderton, Ann Mulligan and Mary 

Shannon.  

These are the band of 12 who will be organising 

events for the next twelve months. 

For those members who experience difficulty travel-

ling to hall-based events we do offer a pick - up 

service where possible. For details of the Club 

please contact any of those listed above. Alterna-

tively, if you would like to know what we are doing 

send a friend request to join our face book page to 

Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club. 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

ARDLEY PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

OCC have agreed to the installation of a 'puffin' 

crossing across the B430.  

OCC Highways have requested feedback from the 

Parish Council regarding adjustments to the Ardley 

Road / B430 junction, including the possibility of 

installing signalised traffic lights.  

Following a survey of trees in the village, work will 

be undertaken to remove several decayed trees in 

the Ardley Woods. 

Replacement of fencing and gates in the village has 

been approved and is underway. 

The Parish Council has lodged an objection to the 

Great Wolf Resort proposal at Chesterton, on the 

basis of additional traffic that would be generated.  

Concern was noted that horses were being ridden in 

the Quarry field, which is churning up the surface. A 

bridleway exists around the edge of the field and 

riders using this are asked to respect the bounda-

ries. 

Parish Councillors will attend upcoming training 

sessions on the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan 

(MCNP) Forum's planning policies. 

The Village Litterpick will take place on 7/8th March  

(Sat 10am-1pm ;  Sun 11am-1pm) 

Next meeting of the Parish Council: Monday, March  

9 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

Next meeting of the Rural Police Liaison Group: 

Wednesday, April 22 at 7pm at Piddington Village 

Hall, 

OX25 

1PU. 

 

Community Café 
every Tuesday 
10.30 to 12.00 

Ardley-with-Fewcott  
Village Hall  

£1.50 



16 

CONGRATULATIONS:   A little late but nonetheless 

a warm and loving welcome to little AUBREY KATE 

IRENE who arrived on 16th December 2019 at the 

John Radcliffe weighing in at 7lbs 1oz. Congratula-

tions to BECKY and CHRIS BENNETT and also to 

proud Grandparents JANET and PAUL of Water 

Lane. 

VILLAGE LITTERBLITZ 2020: On Saturday 7th 

March from 10am until 1pm, and Sunday 8th March, 

from 11am until 1pm a Village Litterblitz will take 

place, meeting up at the Knob, Water Lane, for all 

the gear.  (including bags and litterpickers).   

PLEASE COME AND HELP simce many hands 

make light work and the task will be the merrier.  

Wear old, warm clothes gloves and wellies 

(according to the weather of course) and Madeleine 

will be ready to welcome you. 

SPRING CHURCHYARD TIDY-UP ready for Easter 

(12th April) and Mothering Sunday (which will be on 

the following day) and to make the Churchyard look 

really lovely will, hopefully and weather permitting, 

take place on Saturday 21st March 2020 starting at 

10am and meeting up at the West Tower Door at 

10am.  Do come along to help with this annual task 

and help us make a difference to the place.  Thank 

you. 

A WARM WELCOME to newcomers who have 

come to live in Fritwell Road.  We hope to be able to 

give you a better introduction to the Village in the 

next issue.  

SIDESPERSONS ROTA FOR FEB. 2020:  |Mar 

1662 (8.30am) HC Brian Gilpin; 8 Mar Madeleine 

Horn; 15 Mar Val Williams; 22 Mar Gill Simmonds;  

29 Mar (BENEFICE SERVICE) see 3Ps for venue; 5 

Apr 1662 (8.30am) HC Madeleine Gilpin. 

AFECT NEWS: Talks have been going on about 

planting a few well established young saplings along 

the top of the field near the railway and also oppo-

site Quarry Cottages within the Quarry Field, but 

this is still in its early stages.  We are also hoping to 

plant our wild flower seeds on the ground by the 

railway end of the field or perhaps nearer the copse 

on the top left hand side where the vegetation is 

sparse.  What would be nice is if a working party 

could be formed to get a date when we could carry 

out this task.  If you would be interested perhaps 

you could give me a ring on 345269 and we could 

see what could be arranged.  Benches are still in 

the pipeline and you will be kept informed.  We are 

really keen to be contacted by interested people in 

the Village with expertise, environmental or ecologi-

cal knowhow advice, scientific knowledge or skills 

who might be prepared to offer these to AFECT.  

Mike Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine Gilpin on 

345269 would love to hear from you.  

LIAISON MEETING:   A Village Meeting with Viridor, 

OCC, Environment Agency, Village Groups and 

Individuals from Parish Councils took place on Fri-

day 24th January 2020.  A fuller report will be given 

in the next issue of the magazine.  

 

Security and Safety 

PAVEMENT PARKING is illegal so PLEASE could 

everyone make a real effort NOT TO DO THIS as it 

makes it difficult for blind people, mums with bug-

gies and mobility scooters to get by.  They have 

dangerously to go out into the road.  

DOG WALKERS:  Once again this is to ask if you 

could PLEASE PLEASE pick up after your pets.  It 

is not difficult and shows care and concern for all 

villagers to enjoy their walks around our villages, on 

the Quarry Field, the Country Lanes and Woodland.  

Thank you and thank you especially to all those who 

already do this.  For those who do not WHY NOT 

MAKE A START NOW?  It only takes a minute but 

has long lasting results. 

I WAS AMAZED the other day at the top of Ardley 

Road to see a mass of abandoned boxes, paper, 

cardboard and so on left in the road and being 

blown about by those strong winds.  Some public 

spirited person or persons DID KINDLY PICK THIS 

UP (thank you so much for this), but picking up 

seems to be an unusual event in this Village, since 

so many folk, alas, fail to notice the bits and pieces 

just outside their gardens.  It only takes a minute to 

to pick up these items  and put them in your green 

bin.  How pleasant our Villages would be if only 

everyone would thoughtfully pick up rubbish left 

near their home.  Why not give it a try? 

 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall 
Looking for a venue to hold your child’s or 

adult party, charity event, meeting or  
wedding reception? 

 
This year, why not book the hall for that spe-
cial occasion? 
 
The spacious hall gives the children masses 
of room to run around and has a high roof 
that can easily accommodate a bouncy cas-
tle. There are ceiling projection lights to help 
make your party or disco extra special.  
 
We have a well stocked kitchen and, of 
course a fantastic children’s play area out-
doors. 
For more booking information (booking form 
with charges, term & conditions of of hire and 
payments details) visit our Facebook page 
“Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall”  
or email Lynne 
ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com or 
call 07788 259632. 

January 2020 
85  S Beasley £50 
173 E Kerins £20 
172 B Gray £15 

115 Tracey La Porte £10  

ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE 

23 March  - 22 April 2020  

Carriageway patching works 

 
The whole length of Frit-
well Road between Frit-
well and Fewcott will be 
closed to traffic except 
police, fire and ambulance 
services and for the works 
and for access to premis-
es which are only accessi-
ble from the closed sec-
tion of road. 
 
The alternative route for 
traffic affected by the 
closure is via Fewcott 
Road-East Street-B4100-
A43-B430-Ardley Road 
and vice versa. 
 
Contact: Director for Infra-
structure Delivery, County 
Hall, Oxford OX1 1ND  
Tel: 0345 310 1111 

During March Ardley Household Waste 
Recycling Centre will be closing for 
two days to carry out a deep clean 

and essential maintenance 

Tues 17th & Wed 18th March 

mailto:ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com
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FRITWELL NEWS 

FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Change of date! 

NEXT MEETING 

MONDAY 16TH MARCH 

7.30PM 

In the Village Hall 

Parish Council 

Our new Clerk Lauren Fletcher has started work 

and will be at our next meeting on Monday 16th 

March. Lauren has recently moved to the area, 

wants to get involved with local affairs and is look-

ing forward to establishing herself as part of the 

community. She says she’s often out and about 

with her dog, so please say hello if you see her. 

Note the change of date for our next meeting, 

to March 16th. One of the items on the agenda is 

Public and Community Transport and we would par-

ticularly welcome any bus users to come along and 

tell us what you think about the current Lynx services 

to Banbury (Thursdays) and Bicester (Fridays) and 

the future of the Monday Comet Bus. 

Since our last meeting we have had a visit from the 

Dog Warden. Despite the effort and expense of 

providing bins for dog mess, there have been a num-

ber of dog walkers not clearing up after their pets. 

This is an offence with a fine of up to £1000. The 

Warden helped re-sign some of the bins, suggested 

moving one from a rural footpath to a new position 

along East Street and has put our village under sur-

veillance. So please remember to take bags on your 

walk and put dog mess into the right bins (NOT bins 

for litter) or take it home to put in the green bins for 

household waste. 

Traffic and speeding We have produced a report 

using the data from our VAS speed signs and the 

evidence collected by the Speedwatch team. The full 

report is available on request, however the 

“highlights” are: 

On East Street 

• 1 in every 10 vehicles breaks the speed limit 

• 1,647 vehicles were driven at excessive speeds 

40mph or over with one incident of 62mph (this 

was particularly concerning as it was recorded at 

15:44pm; close to the school run). 

On Fewcott Road 

• 1 in 5 vehicles break the speed limit past the VAS 

sign. 

• 1,484 vehicles were driven at excessive speeds 

with one recorded at 53mph. 

As a result of this report, councillors have met with 

an Oxfordshire County Council consultant on traffic 

calming measures to establish what actions might be 

taken to try to reduce risks and keep our village safe. 

We’ll be discussing this issue at our next meeting 

and hope to take matters further after we have re-

ceived the consultant’s report. 

 

Temporary road closure for carriageway patching 

works is planned by OCC Highways for the Fewcott 

to Fritwell road from 23rd March. Work should be 

completed by 22nd April.  
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FRITWELL 

Fritwell Forget Me Not Club 

 

On 11th February we had our Annual Lunch in 

the village hall. The two course lunch was served 

to us by Good Food Catering. This year the meal 

was given to the members for free due to the 

proceeds from the lucky number draw. The com-

ments we had back from members was they real-

ly enjoyed the meal. Afterwards we were enter-

tained by the Launton Hand Bell Ringers. A lady 

who had been playing with the Launton group for 

forty years explained how they started and have 

built up the bells and they now have a complete 

set. The afternoon was very successful.  

The winners for the Lucky numbers draw in Feb-

ruary were Madeleine Gilpin Number 19 and Ruth 

Walker Number 89. 

 

Our next meeting 10th March is the AGM start-

ing at 2pm in Fritwell Village hall.  Please come 

and register for the coming year where a new 

programme will be given to you. 

 

If you would like any further details please phone 

Vivienne Harding on 01869 346771.  

Showcasing young musical talent 

 

Together with popular 

established acts Fritwell 

Live music nights also 

provide a platform for 

emerging young talent.  

Making not only her 

Fritwell Live debut but 

also her first public per-

formance was 18 year 

old singer/songwriter 

Megan Hockley from 

Ardley, who entertained 

a full house on the evening of Sunday 26 January. 

Megan, who is in the sixth form at Heyford Park 

School, sang one of her own compositions entitled 

‘Let’s Skip the Movies’ while accompanying herself 

on ukulele. A self-taught musician, Megan initially 

played clarinet but was inspired to switch to ukulele 

by the British artist Dodie Clark.  

Megan won a school talent competition at age 15 

but despite her gift for music sees her career in 

zoology. Hopefully she will still find time to pursue 

her musical activities. 

Sale and  

Cream Teas 

in aid  

of  

BLOODWISE  
(formerly Leukaemia Research)  

Saturday 14th March 2020 

2pm – 4pm 

Fritwell Wesleyan Reform Church 

North St, Fritwell, OX27 7QR  

 

Cakes, Books, Bric a Brac, Clothes, 

Jewellery, Toys, Games, 

Raffle 

Guess the weight of the cake 

C H I N E S E  
 

CELEBRATON 
YEAR OF THE RAT 

A Chinese meal in Fritwell Village Hall 

Friday 27th March 2020 

Doors open 7.30pm – Food served 8pm 

A 3-course meal. Mixed starter to share with 

others on your table. Help yourself to a 

choice of main dishes. Including vegetarian 

options. 

Bar will be open. Tickets £16 from Thirsty 

Thursday 

Christine 01869 346624 

Gail 01869 345667 

www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk 
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SOULDERN NEWS 

Souldern United Charity   

Educational Grants 

As students head off to new university and college cours-

es, are you aware that Souldern residents can apply to 

Souldern United Charity for a one-off educational grant of 

up to £500?   

These grants are open to all Souldern villagers and are 

NOT means tested, so we are open to receiving applica-

tions from individuals of all households. Please note that it 

isn’t only university and college students that can apply. If 

you are hoping to pursue a course or develop skills  in a 

vocational, sporting or musical capacity you may also be 

eligible. 

Each application is considered confidentially on a case by 

case and grants made according to available funds at that 

time. If you wish to discuss an possible grant application 

please contact the Secretary, Susan Jones on 07802 

668434 or by email: susan.jones@headlinersgroup.com 

for more information.  

Souldern United Charity 

Charity Land Fireworks displays 

Use of Charity land for firework displays requires permis-

sion. Adequate provision of insurance must be provided. 

Any of the Trustees can be contacted for this purpose. 

Chris Rothero , Carol Couzens, Norma Jones, David Blunt 

and Sue Medhurst, who is also your contact point for 

allocation of allotments. 

TO BOOK  
SOULDERN VILLAGE HALL 

 
Please contact 

Kate Green—07812 501604 
souldern.villagehall@gmail.com 

 
HIRE CHARGES 

Souldern Groups 
£7 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) 
£40 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Deposit £50 
Souldern residents 
£8 per hour (up to 5 hrs.) Deposit £50 
£70 per day (more than 5 Hours) 
Non-Residents Hire Costs: 
£15 per hour (up to 5 hrs.)  
£130 per day (more than 5 Hours) Deposit £100 
Block bookings 6+ sessions £14 per hour 

Souldern Village Hall 
AGM will be on 

Tuesday 21 April 

Souldern Horticultural Society news 

Members of the Souldern Horticultural Society, well 

known for their dedication to dedication to spreading 

awareness of the benefits of growing your own pro-

duce, assembled in Souldern Village Hall on Friday 

24 January to mark the start of a new season with a 

cheese & wine evening. Always popular, the event 

provides a valuable opportunity for newcomers to 

the village—together with established residents 

interested in taking up fruit & veg growing—to so-

cialise, pick up useful gardening advice and gain a 

full understanding of the perks of membership. 

 

A tempting array of cheeses was on offer 

    

The wine waiters took their work seriously 

Seasonal Tips 

March is the time to plant garlic, onion and shallot 

sets. Seeds to sow indoors include aubergines, 

celery, cucumbers and tomatoes. 

www.souldernhorticulturalsociety.btck.co.uk 
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Gentle Yoga & Mindful Breathing 
returns to Souldern 

 
Once again highly experienced yoga instructor 
Andreas Wren will be helping people of all ages and 
fitness levels learn the simple techniques than can 
make a big difference to their physical and mental 
wellbeing. 
Relaxed, informal and informative, the session at 
Souldern Village Hall runs from 11.00 to 13.00 on 
Saturday 25 April. 
 
Tickets are only £10. For further details contact 
either branch at the email addresses below. 
publicity@cherwell.cats.org.uk 
enquiries@chiltern.cats.org.uk  www.cats.org.uk  

Souldern Village Hall 
11:00—
12:30 
First 

Wednesday 
of each month 

If… 
You work from home and fancy a quick break, 

Need to get out in the fresh air with                                
the children, or just fancy  a catch up with neigh-
bours, come along  and join us for a cup of fresh 

coffee and home-made cake. 
 

Wednesday 4th March 
Wednesday 1st April 

ime to talk 



22 

 

 
PETER SOUTHAM 

 
Building & Home Maintenance Service 

*Roofing, Guttering, Chimney problems, Carpentry, Fencing, Brick/
stonework,  

Concrete paths, Drives, Patios & Garage Doors 
Insurance approved 

*For a personal service 
Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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     Landscaping and General Garden 
Maintenance.  

    We cover all aspects of hard and 
soft  

Landscaping   
We have public liability 

 
Please contact us on: 
 
M  07714 645596     
H 01869 346894  
E: lexingtonlandscapes@yahoo.co.uk 
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BANBURY MEMORIALS  LTD 

 

 

 

HAND CARVNG & LETTERING 

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS  

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 

Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of Gran-

ite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  

BULLSHEAD 
GARAGE  

(SOULDERN) LTD 
 

01869 345281 
 

MOT Testing Station 
 

Servicing & Repairs  
to most Makes of Cars 

& Light Commercial Vehicles 
 

Most Credit Cards accepted 
 

EXHAUSTS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 

A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 

Quality seasoned hardwood split  

logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 

01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in Ox-

fordshire so try us today! 

 
AYNHO BOUNCY CASTLES 

  
PARTIES, FETES, & SHOWS  

ATTENDED 
 

Contact ED on 
 

T  01869 810808 
M  07811 225698 

Advertise your Business here 

 
ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 

 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 

✓ Dog Kennels 

✓ Hutches 

✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 

or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 

Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 

www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  

 nursing care 

• Open 7 days a week 

• RCVS Accredited Hospital 

• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 

 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 
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FRETS and STRINGS 

GUITAR TUITION 
 

• Do you have a neglected guitar under the 
bed? 

• Have you always wanted to play but lack the 
confidence to try? 

• Not played for ages and cant remember 
which way up to hold it? 

 
Contact me for friendly, relaxed lessons  
tailored to your own pace/ability 
 

 Beginner to intermediate Acoustic of Electric 

 Individual or group sessions available 

 Competitive rates 

 Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 

 
Contact: Carl Hynes  
Tel: 01869 346403 
Or 07899 891513  

email:carl@esscomm.co.uk 
www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 

 

R SPITTLE & Sons  
 

PAINTERS & DECORATORS  
 

 FOR ALL  
YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 

 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
 

Mobile: 07768 100156 
 

rspittle8sons@gmail.com 
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R.J. Wakelin 
 

Painting and Decorating 
Specialist 

 
Private / Commercial 

Interior / Exterior 
 

Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  
Gardening Souldern  

 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 

 

Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 26849  
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
 

mailto:dave_barnes@live.co.uk
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CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR 
 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and STORAGE 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
LOFT BOARDING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
STUD WALLING 

TILING 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

GENERAL REPAIRS 
AND MORE...PLEASE ASK! 

 
EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  

CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 
 

07909 513201 

fionaquigley@live.com 
 

 

 Oil Fired Boiler Service  

 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  

on  

07977 107790  

Thank you to all my  

customers over the years 

Andy 
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Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 

Volunteer Driver Service offers a reliable, friendly 

and affordable way of addressing transport needs 

in areas where access and inclusion are an in-

creasing concern. 

 

The charity is a project of Citizens Advice, and has 

been around since 2012. 

 

Volunteer drivers help people throughout Cherwell 

get to medical and social appointments when they 

have no reasonable alternative transport available 

to them. This can be because they live in an area 

that is not well served by public transport, but even 

if it is, the distance to a bus stop or train station 

can be insurmountable, and our amazing volun-

teers offer a door-to-door alternative. 

 

Taxis can be expensive, and community transport 

can be the difference between sparingly visiting a 

loved one in a hospital or care home, or being able 

to do so regularly. 

 

There is significant social value as well. Passen-

gers feel they have their independence back as 

they don't have to always rely on family or neigh-

bours to take them to appointments, and even 

being able to chat and build a personal relationship 

with the volunteers, has such a positive impact. 

 

Our volunteer drivers (all DBS checked) use their 

own cars and give their time for free. Passengers 

pay 45p per mile to help cover the driver’s fuel 

cost. 

 

To book a journey or find out more, please call 

0300 30 30 125 
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THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 

 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the edi-
tors do not necessarily agree with the content of 
contributions and reserve the right to edit for 
space, all are considered equally. If your item is 
not time-sensitive, it will not necessarily be in-
cluded in the first issue after you submit it. All 
contributions by email will be acknowledged. 
Word limit: 400.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an 
article by phone to the editor if you don’t have a 
computer or deliver to 11 May’s Close in Frit-
well. 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January—
invoices sent in December. 
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st 
of month. 
 
April 2020  March 20th 
May 2020   April 17th 
June 2020  May 15th 
July 2020  June 19th 
August/September 2020 July 17th 
October 2020  September 18th 
November 2020 October 16th 
December 20/January 21 November 20th 
 
CIC No. 11182467 Directors: 
Ken Langdon ken@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Helen Metcalfe helen@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Marketing: nick@3parishesnews.co.uk 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

41p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£78.50 per year 
(£7.85 per issue) 

1/2 pg H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£157 per year 
(£15.70 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£314 per year 
(£31.40 per issue) 

2020 Advertising Prices 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

 
AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities of 
Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern by pro-
moting a sense of inclusion and belonging so that 
all residents feel able to take part in, and contribute 
to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the commu-
nity in the form of a regular magazine and social 
media presence, and other suitable methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for community 
organisations such as: Parish Councils, Churches, 
Youth Organisations, Social Enterprises, local busi-
nesses, charities, schools, advocacy services etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services by publish-
ing reviews in order to encourage people to attend 
and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of inter-
est to people in the three villages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and charities 
with donations, grants etc from the profits of the 
CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling advertising to 
local businesses to be published in the regular 
magazine and on social media.  
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