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WELCOME 

Editorial 
Welcome to the November issue.  
Ian Grey’s letter in last month’s issue has stirred 
up some excitement this month (p6) and I look 
forward to hearing from others who have an opin-
ion. 
The most notable event this month for all crea-
tures great and small will be Fireworks Night. We 
are less likely to be going to a public display this 
year so pages 19 and 20 contain some safety in-
formation for two– and four-legged residents so 
that we can enjoy fireworks at home if we choose. 
Don’t forget also that if you’re planning a display 
on a day other than November 5th please post on 
the Three Parishes Facebook page to warn people 
so they can keep their pets in and put the ear 
defenders on the horses. 
As I write this, Wales has gone into Tier 3 lock-
down and the chances of getting out much before 
next year are diminishing rapidly for England. 
Luckily we can read about and imagine the splen-
did times awaiting us next year (all being well) 

with Group Garden Holidays and AwF Gardening 
Club events.  
The School Virtual Christmas Fayre will be the go-
to source of gifts this year and I am looking for-
ward to sitting down with a cuppa and a credit 
card for that (p4). 
If you’re starting to feel the chill in your house, 
take a look at pages 6 and 9 where you can find 
out about Government initiatives to keep us warm 
and healthy at minimal cost (subject to eligibility). 
Whilst the government’s consultation on planning 
is now closed, there is still time to lobby our MP if 
you feel strongly about the changes that will be 
made to the planning process. (p6) 
Massive congratulations to Don Walker in Fritwell 
who has raised almost £1000 for the chapel by 
selling his homegrown produce outside his home 
this year. Very impressive. 
Fritwell Car Boot Safari brilliantly raised an amaz-
ing £606 for Macmillan early in October despite a 
very wet and miserable day. Well done to all the 
waterproof people who turned out. 
Get Well Soon wishes to Madeleine of Countryfile 
fame who has broken her leg. Caravanning can be 
very dangerous it seems. 
If you’re struggling with bills and payments as a 
result of the Covid crisis, you could benefit from 
some of the advice on p17. 
On p18 there is a reminder about the Home Li-
brary Service and some information about some 
new Covid safety systems from Cherwell District 
Council. 
Finally—turn straight to p16 for a giggle. 
Next issue—the Christmas and New Year issue—
covers two months, December and January, so 
make sure you get all your news, reviews and 
events for December, January and February in to 
the editor by November 20th please. 

Front page picture credit: Karen Gray 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
The first term has gone so quickly with children, 
staff and parents adapting well to the imposed 
restrictions. 
We are endeavouring to maintain high standards 
and we have a daily intensive input of English and 
Maths skills, to ensure that our children ‘catch up’ 
on the learning they potentially lost during lock-
down. 
I have been particularly pleased with the attitude 

of our children who largely remain eager to learn 
and take advantages of the opportunities on offer. 
I have very much enjoyed teaching our Seahorses 
(Year 3 and Sharks [Year 5 & 6]) pupils, working 
hard to develop essential skills in their Literacy, 
R.E and I.C.T. 
Mrs Montgomery has fitted in so well to our staff 
team and the Sharks children tell me that they 
really enjoy her calm, challenging manner, with 
Miss Radley also proving to be a great asset in the 
Seahorses classroom. 
I am grateful to all staff who give 100% to their 
role as teachers and mentors to our wonderful 
children.  
This term we say 
goodbye to Mr Tom 
Moseley, who works 
in Stingrays, and we 
are pleased to say we 
have appointed Mrs 
Elizabeth Lyons to 
take over his role. Mr 
Moseley is moving to 
the Cotswolds with 
his children and we 
shall clearly miss 
them all as they have 
been an important part of the Fritwell Family.  
Despite Covid restrictions, we have still honoured 
Harvest time with the children, sharing perfor-

mances and work on our website for parents and 
carers.  The children have also written prayers for 
the community – I feel it is so important that at a 
time of such negativity we encourage our children 
to reflect on the bounty and blessings that we all 
enjoy. 
It has been great to support the charity Young 
Minds during Hello Yellow day where, as a school, 
we focused on our mental well-being and came in 
bright yellow clothing. 
Our children enjoyed our cross county school 
competition, showing great determination and 
perseverance to complete their challenge.  
We were very sad to hear that Mrs Di Lake had a 
stroke in late September and we wish her speedy 
recovery. 
We are making progress with repairs to the areas 
affecting in school by our flood and hope to have 

these fin-
ished by the 
end of Oc-
tober.  
I continue 
to benefit 
from my 
active Gov-
erning Body 
who still 
meet, albeit 

virtually, to hold us to account on behalf of our 
children. Their dedication and expertise is invalua-
ble.  
Also, despite difficult times for fund raising, our 
amazing FoFS committee are great at coming up 
with ideas to generate funds to enhance provision 
for our children.  This term they are planning a 
virtual Christmas Craft Fayre (November 28th/29th) 
and Christmas cards designed by the children for 
parents and carers to buy.  
As you can tell we are active, busy, and enjoying 
being together again. Plans are already forming 
for the exciting term leading up to Christmas. 
If you know anyone who would like to learn more 
about what we offer, please pass on details of the 
school office (01869 345283) where our staff will 
make an appointment for me to discuss their chil-
dren’s very special educational journey. 
 
Jonathan Hart (Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary 
School) 
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GROUPS & EVENTS 
Group Garden Holidays 

 
The Dumfries & Galloway Tour is cancelled but 3 
Tours have been arranged for 2021 if it's safe to do 
so. Let's all keep our fingers crossed that they can 
go ahead as a number of bookings have already 
been received. 
 
An alternative has been sought that is much closer 
to home. Departing on Friday 23rd April for 4 days 
and 3 nights if it is safe to do so. 
Staying at The Cricket St Thomas Historic Hotel 
https://www.warnerleisurehotels.co.uk/hotels/
cricker-st-thomas-hotel  in Somerset. 

This classic country house is set in splendid park-
land, with colourful gardens, lakes, and a unique 
woodland area. The hotel provides extensive enter-
tainment, including nightly live performances, and 
excellent dining. 
Price £445pp* includes ‘Luxury Coach Travel’, use 
of coach for excursions within drivers regulated 
hours, 3 nights’ accommodation with use of hotel 
leisure facilities, porterage on arrival and full enter-
tainment package. 
With live music on every night performed by great 
bands, singers and more, it’s a party from start to 
finish with NO formal evening dancing and NO 
bingo, just a great boogie and foot-loose fun on the 
dance floor. 
*all single rooms have been allocated. 
Proposed visits to: Botanic Gardens Bristol, Mon-
tatacute House N/T and Hestercombe Bishops Pal-
ace. Stourhead N/T on the return journey.  
National Trust Members will be refunded once the 
2021 group entrance is known and membership is 
valid at the time of travel. Provisional bookings 
without a deposit are now being taken. Deposits 
can be made mid/late January 2021 at which point 
the provisional bookings can either confirm or drop 
out for no charge.  
 
The second tour is to the Edinburgh Military 

Tattoo. 3 nights 4 days stating at the Riverside 
Lodge in Irvine. Departing on Sunday 22nd August 4 
days 3 nights. 
There are twin/double rooms available. Single 
rooms (Twin/double for sole occupancy) plus £70 
supplement. Rooms with walk in shower available 
but upon request. 
Proposed visits to include Rosslyn Chapel, Edin-
burgh prior to the highlight of the Tour the Edin-
burgh Tattoo mid-range ticket included. Excursion 
with an optional 1 hr boat cruise at Tarbet located 
within the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National 
Park followed by a visit to Helensburgh.  
 
Our 3rd tour is to Cornwall and the Scilly Isles De-
parting 14 October 5 days and 4 nights staying at 
the Queens Hotel in Penzance. 
A number of rooms have already been requested at 
this stage and all singles have been pre-booked. 
 
Proposed visits to include Bicton Park and Botanical 
Gardens (on route), Trebah Garden plus a Fish & 
Chip Lunch in Falmouth, a boat cruise over to the 
Scilly Isles with a guided tour at Abbey Gardens for 
those wanting to travel over to Tresco, or you may 
prefer just to wander around the island at leisure, 
surrounded by palm trees and golden sands. For 
those of you who enjoy walking a leisurely walk 
right round the island could be in order. Take a 
stroll around Hugh Town or perhaps a short coach 
tour (fare not included) to marvel at the wonderful 
sights this island has to offer or you may just prefer 
a day at leisure in Penzance. Also included is a visit 
to the Eden Project. *Please note the day visit to 
the Scilly Isles on Saturday 16th October will be a 
full day.  
 
Day trips in the planning are to Arundel Castle –
Tulip Festival May tbc and BBC Gardeners World 
Live June 2021 
 
These tours are open to all - no membership is 
required and Includes ‘Executive’ coach travel from 
local pick up points. For further information on any 
of the above tours please contact Jean McGarry 
Group Organiser on 01869 345581 or email mcgar-
ryjean@hotmail.co.uk. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter to the Editor 
 

When my partner, Ken Langdon (aka Headbump-
er), told me of the events leading to him dropping 
out of the 3 Parishes magazine and I read Ian 
Grey’s letter to the Editor [October issue], my first 
reaction was: “What!!! Someone has once again 
objected to you writing anonymously, I thought 
you were outed a few years ago.  
 
I’m absolutely furious that no one objected to 
those slightly pretentious gardening columns I 
wrote under the pseudonym ‘Sally Hoe’. No one 
wanted to know who was writing that claptrap or 
was upset by its anonymity.” 
 
After thinking about this, however, I don’t under-
stand why, in this very right-wing area, Conserva-
tive and Brexit-voting almost to a person, one is 
not allowed to voice a rational and reasoned argu-
ment criticising the Government. Headbumper 
has been writing his vaguely left-ish columns for a 
few years and I think that the Editor – who origi-
nally agreed that he would write under a pseudo-
nym – would have been very happy to publish, as 
any time, a right-ish column, perhaps titled 

‘Headbanger’. Nobody has asked to do that. So, 
Headbumper is shut down at the request of one 
person. Well, IMHO this is indicative of the way 
this country is being governed. 
 
I also thought that the magazine had become 
more interesting over the last few years, with 
articles on different subjects. Does every article 
have to restrict itself to the 3 villages covered by 
the magazine – are we really so small-minded?  
 
But if one person can silence Headbumper with 
one carping letter, then this Atheist resident of 
Fewcott is now asking that any news of God and 
the Church be banned from the 3 Parishes as they 
are of neither local nor national interest. Certainly 
not as interesting as our constant whining about 
how the Government is handling the pandemic – 
Ooops, that’s national news. 
 
By the way Ian, if you would like to read a bit 
more vitriol about Boris and his gang of thugs, try 
John Crace in the Guardian, which is thankfully still 
being published. 
 
Penny Ariff  

Better Housing Better Health 
 

The Better Housing Better Health (BHBH) is a 
longstanding service working to reduce and 
prevent the number of people in fuel poverty*, 
thereby improving health and wellbeing. It is 
coordinated by the National Energy Foundation 
and is a network of many health and social care 
orientated organisations, with a cross-referral 
mechanism in place to maximise help available 
to residents. BHBH operates across Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire (excluding Milton 
Keynes). There are no eligibility criteria to ac-
cess this service, although it is targeted towards 
vulnerable residents. We aim to provide advice 
and guidance on lowering your energy bills and 
becoming more energy efficient. Contact our 
Helpline today on 0800 107 0044 to see how we 
can help. 
 
*You are fuel poor if you spend 10% or more of 
your income on power. 

Government Planning Reforms  
The Government is currently consulting on a major 
shake up to the planning system that would see: 
• The introduction of nationally-imposed housing 
targets 
• An increase in housing numbers in the south-
east, but a fall in other parts of the country 
• A significant reduction in local involvement - 
Community engagement would be largely restricted 
to the Local Plan making stage (as it stands, just one 
six-week consultation), with the public thereafter 
losing their ability to scrutinise most individual plan-
ning applications. 
The Government’s White Paper – Planning for the 
Future – closed on 29th October 2020, but the debate 
still continues so there is still time to share your views 
with your local MP, Victoria Prentice: 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
Phone: 020 7219 8756 
http://victoriaprentis.com/ 
Email: victoria.prentis.mp@parliament.uk  
Consultation: https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/planning-for-the-future 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Hello all, 

Among the ‘wisdom’ books of the Old Testament, Ecclesiastes is a book of sayings; sound-
bites to help life along a good path; God’s path. 

In chapter 3 we find lyrics made famous by the American folk rock group, The Byrds, in 1965 
in their song, ‘Turn! Turn! Turn!’.  It starts, ‘to everything there is a season and a time to 
every purpose under heaven ’and it ends with ‘a time for war, and a time for peace’. 

It seems that through the inherent make-up of humankind, and the gift of free will, that 
there will always be those who push for war.  However, peace is what we hope for and 
peaceful times are when we all flourish, both personally and as a community or nation. 

On the 8th November, we would normally be commemorating previous conflicts by coming 
together in respect for those who gave their lives through war for us.  This year we cannot 
do that because of social distancing restrictions.  However, there is no embargo on remem-
bering.  The Royal British Legion are encouraging people to stay at home and watch the cer-
emony at the Cenotaph and give thanks for the fallen who bravely fought for our freedom 
and peace.   

Chapter 3 of the book of Ecclesiastes also says ‘there is a time to keep silence, and  a time to 
speak’.  Now is always the right time to speak up for those who are still affected by conflict 
in our world.  Now is the time to bring healing to relationships.  Now is the time to pray that 
the God of peace will rule in our lives and everyone’s life. 

In addition to remembering our brave fallen 
in war, November is the month when we 
remember those we knew and love who 
have died. Whether that was last week or 
twenty years ago, our love for them doesn’t 
die and it is good to give thanks for every-
thing they mean to us.  There will be an hour 
of meditation at St Olave’s church in Fritwell 
on 1st November at 4.30pm for anyone who 
wants to find space for their personal grief.  
You may arrive or leave at any time during 
the hour.  Prayers will be said, music will be 
played and candles will be lit. (Wrap up 
warm as the door will be left open for venti-
lation, masks must be worn and people will 
sit 2m apart.) 

Revd Helen C. Barnes    

Team Rector 

Pic: War Grave in St Olaves Churchyard 
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CHURCH NEWS 

OTHER SERVICES 
11am Live Sunday Servic 

Via Zoom 
Recorded Spiritual Communion 

sent via email  
Recorded Morning Prayer 
Tues & Fri—sent via email 

You can access the recorded services 
via YouTube on your television.                                                                 

Search for  Cherwell Valley Benefice 
Or to receive notifications: 

barba-
ra.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   
Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926 helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Rev Andrew Foran andrew.foran@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Administrator 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

SERVICES IN NOVEMBER 

  Ardley 
St Mary 

Fritwell 
St Olave 

Lower 
Heyford & 
Caulcott 
St Mary 

Somerton 
St James 

Souldern 
The  

Annun 

Heyford  
Park 

The Chapel 

Upper 
Heyford 
 St Mary 

1              
Nov  4:30pm               

All Souls  
3:00pm               

All Souls  

9:30am          
Commun-

ion/ All 
Souls  

9:30am     
Commun-

ion  
   

8              
Nov 

9:30am    
Remem-
brance  

         
9:30am    
Remem-
brance 

15 
Nov         9:30am    

Communion   

22 
Nov   

9:30am    
Commun-

ion 

9:30am     
Commun-

ion  
      

29 
Nov     9:30am    

Communion   

 PRIVATE PRAYER 
& QUIET TIME 

Fritwell—Mon 11am-12am; Fri 5-6pm 
Somerton—Tues Thurs & Sun 10am-5pm  

Souldern—Sun & Wed 10am-4pm 
Upper Heyford—by appointment 

Ardley—By appointment  (07979 641 605) 
Lower Heyford & Heyford Park Chapel—                                                            

will remain closed for the time being 
For any updates and/or enquiries please 

contact the Benefice Office  
Tel: 01869 233687 

barba-
ra.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  
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CHAPEL NEWS 
It is now about 5 years since we first visited 
the chapel at Fritwell, we came to bring the 
visiting speaker. 
 
We received such lovely welcome  we decid-
ed to come again the following week, and 
again receiving  the same welcome  we 
made the decision to travel and worship 
regularly, in the village and that is what we 
have been doing ever since. 
 
So much has changed this year, in March the 
chapel had to shut its doors under the Gov-
ernment lock down.  It has meant that we 
were not able to have our usual Easter ser-
vice, or the summer sale, and the Harvest 
thanksgiving was a very different affair, but 
we are grateful to God that we can now 
meet again, following the government 
guidelines and all the social distancing regu-
lations, although  unfortunately we are not 
able to have tea and coffee after the service. 
 
Our particular thanks go to the members of 
Fritwell chapel who have made it possible 
for us to return to worship together. 
 
We would love to see you at our Sunday 
morning service 10.30am where a very 
warm welcome awaits you. 
 
Our grateful thanks go to Sue and Jane who 
bravely faced the weather to hold a stall at 
the Safari Sale last Saturday where they 
raised an amazing £275.00  for the chapel. 
 
Geoff and Valerie Whitmee. 
 
For contact:- Don Walker 01869 346674 

THANK YOU 
Don Walker would like to thank every-
one who supported his Honesty Box 
through the sale of plants and flowers 
together we raised £845-00 for Chapel 
funds. 

Green Homes Grant 
Make your home warmer and your energy bills 
cheaper with a Green Homes Grant.  
Homeowners in England, including landlords, 
can get up to £5,000 to pay part of the cost of 
energy saving measures like insulation. Low 
income households can get 100% of the costs 
of work covered up to £10,000. 
600,000 households could save up to £600 a 
year on energy bills by applying today. In-
stalling energy efficient home improvements 
also cuts emissions, which is better for the 
environment. 
If you’re a tradesperson, make sure you’re 
eligible to carry out work under the scheme, 
which will support thousands of green jobs. 
The government will provide a voucher up to 
£5,000 that covers up to two-thirds of the cost 
of improvements to your home. You may be 
able to receive a bigger grant if you are a 
homeowner and you or a member of your 
household receives one of the qualifying bene-
fits. The government will cover 100% of the 
cost of the improvements up to £10,000. 
How do I apply? 
• Check if you’re eligible for a voucher: https://

www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk/green-
homes-grant/questionnaire OR call 020 7215 
5000 and ask for the Green Homes Grant 
Team 

• Check what improvements may be suitable 
for your home 

• Choose which improvements you would like 
and see an estimate of how much they may 
cost 

• Find registered installers to get quotes to 
carry out the work 

• Apply for your voucher 
The Green Homes Grant scheme will never 
include official representatives coming to your 
property uninvited or cold calling on the 
phone to encourage you to join the scheme. 
Tradespeople and businesses that are appro-
priately certified to install energy efficiency 
and/or low carbon heating improvements in 
homes need to register with TrustMark to car-
ry out work under the scheme. https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/green-homes-grant-
scheme-register-as-a-certified-tradesperson-or
-business 
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SOULDERN NEWS 
Souldern Horticultural Society 

 
‘No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds, -  
November’ 
The poet Thomas Hood isn't perhaps the first per-
son you’d turn to for uplifting autumnal thoughts. 
Instead the gardening-minded can reflect on what 
was achieved this year, whether on rolling acres or 
a window ledge, then grab some seed catalogues 
and build mental pictures of what next season’s 
shapes and colours could be. 
 
Meanwhile, unless a really cold snap hits us, 
there's still time to plant daffodil and tulip bulbs to 
bring early spring cheer. But do it asap before the 
soil finally loses its summer warmth. 
 
Alternatively you can grow bulbs indoors in con-
tainers, but be sure to buy indoor cultivated bulbs. 
Examples include Narcissus ‘Paperwhite Ziva’, 
Erlicheer and Grand Solei d’Or. Choose a pot size 
that enables you to plant at least two or three 
bulbs, rather than have a lonesome solitary exam-
ple. 

Narcissus papyraceus.                                
Photograph: TatianaMironenko/Getty Images 
 
If you're looking for immediate results outside 
winter flowering pansies will provide weeks of 
colour in borders or containers. Buy them as gar-
den ready plugs for quick results. 
 
NB: Indoor displays of plants such as hyacinth and 
skimmia can in time become part of an outdoor 
feature, for example in a container.  
 
In the vegetable kingdom, this is the time to plant 
autumn garlic, onions and shallots. 

Obituary – Jerry Carey 

With the passing of Jerry Carey Souldern has 
lost an outstanding personality and active con-
tributor to our community. His burial at Ban-
bury Crematorium on September 30 was 
attended by family and friends, led by his be-
loved wife, Doreen. Also present was a United 
States Air Force honour guard from RAF Laken-
heath to mark his service to the United States. 

Jerry and Doreen were both born in 1938, Jerry 
in Waco, Texas and Doreen in Braintree, Essex. 
Jerry joined the USAF in 1960 and met Doreen 
when stationed at what was then RAF Weth-
ersfield. They married in 1962, the happy union 
producing daughter Lisa - born in Texas - and 
sons Kevin and Shaun, who were born in the 
UK. 

Jerry had joined the Air Force at a very young 
age and was an aircraft mechanic for 12 years, 
including service in Vietnam. His hard work 
resulted in his achieving the second highest non
-commissioned office rank. He also attended 
night school, earning both a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree. Jerry’s military career involved 
the couple travelling extensively across Europe 
and the United States for long and short stays. 

Retiring from the Service after 22 years, Jerry 
worked for the Air Force for another 20 years in 
the civil service as a management engineer.  

[ctd on next page] 
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FRITWELL NEWS 

FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Our next meeting will be on Monday 16th No-
vember 7pm on Zoom. The details for logging 
in, papers and other information will be sent 
out to our email list nearer the time.  If you 
want to be added to the list, please contact our 
clerk Helen Metcalfe clerkfritwellparishcoun-
cil@gmail.com  
Do you want to raise any issues with the Parish 
Council? All residents are welcome to attend 
our meetings and issues can be raised under 
the Public Participation item on the agenda, or 
by contacting our Clerk prior to the meeting. 
At the November meeting we will be reviewing 
planning applications, checking our winter 
weather preparations and considering our fi-
nancial situation and spending intentions to be 
included in next year’s budget. Do come along 
for a warm welcome, despite the online setting, 
and find out more about local issues affecting 
our village – without having to leave your own 
home! 
The Council would like to thank the residents 
who recently helped to clean our village gates 
and signs, a job well done. However, it uncov-
ered the fact that the gates need repainting and 
we are pleased to have received an offer of 
help to do this, although the work may have to 
wait until the spring. 

Our rural footpaths continue to be well-used by 
walkers and dog owners. Residents are remind-
ed to stick to the paths and pick up after their 
dogs – local farmers have been dismayed by 
dogs being allowed to roam the fields and the 
mess being left behind. An A4 map showing  
Fritwell’s footpaths is available to download 
from our website. 
Parking in the village is getting increasingly hap-
hazard, obstructing pavements, driveways and 
junctions. Please park on your own land or des-
ignated space if possible. A recent emergency in 
Forge Place meant 3 large fire engines trying to 
negotiate East Street in a hurry and we are sur-
prised that the parked cars and vans still have 
wing mirrors! You may not be so lucky next 
time. 
Parish councillors receive constant complaints 
from residents about speeding through the 
village. Last year we analysed data from the 
VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign) which substanti-
ates these concerns. We would like to be able 
to implement some road calming measures, 
although this is necessarily a long-term aspira-
tion as these schemes tend to be very costly. 
Earlier this year we sought advice from Oxford-
shire County Council to survey the village roads 
and discuss potential measures to reduce 
speeding. When restrictions are finally lifted 
and large face-to-face meetings declared safe, 
we will discuss this issue with the village. In the 
meantime, if any residents have thoughts or 
ideas about speed calming measures for Frit-
well, please email our clerk or talk directly to 
any of the councillors.  Contact details are on 
our website.www.Fritwell.org.uk.  
 

[ctd from previous page] 

He was head of housing for a long time at the 
Upper Heyford and Croughton bases, making 
many friends in the building industry locally.  

Jerry and Doreen moved to Souldern in 1984 and 
became very much involved in village life. Jerry’s 
activities ranged from holding the office of Treas-
urer of the Souldern Horticultural Society to ferry-
ing village teams to darts and dominoes games. A 
highly sociable as well as an accomplished man, 
he thoroughly enjoyed his life in Souldern. 

At the Crematorium ceremony the honour guard 
walked with the hearse and casket, the latter 
draped with the American flag which was subse-
quently folded and presented to Doreen. After 
the service there was a three-gun salute. 

Pic: Walnut ripening 
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FRITWELL NEWS 
Christmas Fun in Fritwell 

Christmas is coming! St Olave’s church would like 
to present something different this year. If you 
admired the ‘Mays Close scarecrows’ in the sum-
mer, then this is your chance to have a go. We 
would like to have an external nativity installa-
tion in the churchyard to include traditional, life-
size versions of the main protagonists – Mary, 
Joseph, shepherds, a king or three, and, of 
course, a baby.  
If you would like further information or to offer 
your help in any way, please contact Jane (01869 
345396).   
 Like all organisations, St Olave’s has suffered 
in the recent months from a lack of income. All 
CofE churches are expected to pay an annual 
‘Parish Share’ to their respective Diocese (which 
helps towards clergy salaries). This year that of St 
Olave’s is in the region of £10,500. We then have 
to meet our general running costs. If you feel 
that you would like to make a financial contribu-
tion to the Church, it would be most welcome at 
this time. Please do this either by cheque or Bacs 
payment. Cheques should be made payable to 
‘Fritwell Church’, and can be delivered to Ian 
Glendinning at 6, Town Well End, or to Jane 
White at 15, The Lane. Bacs details are:  
Sort code     20-06-75   Acct no 40392219.   
A huge thank you in advance. 

MacMillan Safari Car Boot Fundraiser 
 

Despite the last hour of torrential rain on Saturday 
10 October of our MacMillan Safari Car Boot in 
replacement of our Cream teas usually held in the 
village hall we raised a grand total of £606.25 a big 
rise on last years fund raising. 
 
A massive thank you to all of those holding a Car 
boot in their driveways and gardens. Kirsty and 
myself would like special thanks to Helen 
Metcalfe, Mandy Fox and of course Alistair for 
helping on the day selling cakes,drinks and maps.  
 
There were also the people who donated lovely 
homemade cakes and Mike and Eva Wheeler for 
their yummy traybakes which went down a treat 
which contributed greatly on the day. Lastly there 
were the people who gave donations to bring 
the total up to that amount. Let’s hope we can do 
it again next year. 
Glynis and Kirsty 

FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
 
FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL REMAINS CLOSED 
The Committee has decided, after much discussion 
and heart searching, that the Hall should remain 
closed for the present. This is in the best interests 
of the safety of all concerned at a time when num-
bers of infections are rising.  However, the Com-
mittee will review the situation on a monthly ba-
sis.  It has approved its risk assessment and is go-
ing ahead with measures that will mean that the 
Hall can be opened quickly as soon as it is safe to 
do so. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The meeting took place online.  The annual ac-
counts to December 2019 were approved, the 
Chairmen’s Report received, and the new Com-
mittee elected.  Members and Officers are as fol-
lows: Joint Chairmen:  Michael Robson and Giles 
Davies; Treasurer: Gail Barnhill; Secretary: Helen 
Metcalfe; Members: Colin Smith, Christine Den-
ton, Glynis Lowdon, Daniel Kimber and Vivienne 
Harding. 
 
For further information about the Village Hall 
please visit our website at www.https://
www.fritwellvillagehall.co.uk or Facebook page. 
Helen Metcalfe, Secretary 

Pic: Gulls follow the plough in Ardley 
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Email: fofs@fritwell.oxon.sch.uk to order your packs 

I’ve set up this page to help this family get back on 
their feet, after an awful house fire took EVERY-
THING material they had!  
All of the children’s clothes, toys, memorable 
items and their home was lost in this awful house 
fire: Lolly 9, Phoenix 7, Teddy 23 months, and 
baby Lyra 5 months.  
Natasha a school teacher on maternity and Will 
who gave up his mechanics job to stay at home 
and look after teddy and Lyra when Natasha re-
turns to work are really going to struggle financial-

ly with the after effects of the fire.  
They have been told they will probably never re-
turn to their family home they had just finished 
doing up for their family, and with a mix up with 
insurance are covered for nothing! 
Please can people donate something what ever 
you can you can afford it will go a long way in 
helping the children have their lives and home re 
build. 
Thank you to everyone  

FFRRIITTWWEELLLL  AAPPPPEEAALL  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/
young-family-with-awful-house-fire-
took-everything/donate 

FRITWELL NEWS 
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 
COMMENT: 
Now that our children are back at school they are 
much happier to be meeting up again with 
friends and being able to continue with their 
education which they have been missing. Parents 
have been coping with the inevitable 'colds' 
which seem to develop almost as soon as chil-
dren return whilst they also are coping either 
with working from home or returning to work. 
Winter lies ahead and it would seem there are 
intense worries about increases in COVID 19 
numbers from all directions, so people are being 
extra cautious by wearing masks, keeping their 
distance and washing their hands frequently. 
There is also a caring attitude for others returning 
in our villages which is lovely and heart warming. 
Let's hope this continues. 
Mr. Brahmbhatt of Fewcott House is always de-
lighted to hear from anyone who can offer to 
chat with residents there over the phone and 
please continue to keep an eye on lonely neigh-
bours and friends. Please do give Fewcott House 
a call on 01869/345501 if you can. 
BICESTER FOOD BANK: More than ever with the 
onset of the colder months, your help and gener-
osity for so many is needed in these difficult 
times. Please, if you can, do continue to think 
about this wonderful scheme which helps those 
who are less fortunate than others. You can leave 
your donations of cans, packets, dried foods, 
drinks and so on at most Superstores, where 
there are collection points, or you can contact 
Angela Chamberlain (345332) or Madeleine Horn 
(346621) who can tell you where you can leave 
things in THIS Village. Thank you to everyone for 
these gifts. 
AWF CHURCH 49ers CLUB: Some folk have been 
in touch to take up a number in this game and for 
this I am most grateful. However if you would like 
to know what this is all about DO GET IN TOUCH 
with Madeleine on 01869/345269 and I will be 
delighted to fill you in.  
AFECT NEWS: The virus continues more or less to 
put an end to any plans to plant seeds and young 
trees on the Quarry Field and this is now on hold 
for the time being. Having successfully grown 
some wild flower seeds in planters at home this 
COVID year, I am intending to plant up more 
planters with wild flower seeds and then perhaps 
in the Springtime it will be possible to carry out a 

Quarry transplanting for all to enjoy and then, 
when things ease a little, it could be time to think 
about extending planting. If there are folk in the 
Village with the expertise on the environment or 
ecology who would be prepared to act as advi-
sors to AFECT then please do in touch with Mike 
Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine Gilpin on 345269 
as we would love to hear from you.  
STRIDE EVENT 2020: As mentioned last month, 
on Saturday 12th September I did this shortened 
ride in reasonable weather conditions and 
through the generosity of so many of friends, 
neighbours and relations an amazing sum of 
around £900 was raised half of which was for St. 
Mary's Church, A-w-F and the other half for Ox-
fordshire's Historic Churches Trust, who help 
churches in Oxfordshire to meet any unusual 
expenses, like roof repairs or replacements. Mad-
eleine would again like to thank everyone who so 
kindly and generously donated to this ride. 
A WARM AND DELAYED WELCOME to VICKY 
LEUNG and my apologies for omitting you from 
last month's issue, Vicky. Vicky came to live with 
us earlier this year and this is our first chance to 
warmly wish you an enjoyable stay here in Ardley
-with-Fewcott. Things have been difficult this 
year with COVID to get to know you but hopeful-
ly, as soon as things improve, you will feel able to 
join in with the fun things and social activities we 
run in this Village and we will be able to meet up 
with you personally. Hello and Welcome! 
ZOOM VIRIDOR LIAISON MEETING: On 30/9/20 a 
Zoom meeting took place with 11 present. The 
main items were a discussion on the Annual Re-
port from Viridor's ERF giving details of waste 
received both domestic and industial, total plant 
working hours, total bottom ash received and 
disposed of, quality of air pollution with break-
down element by element. Clearly COVID regula-
tions and restrictions were put in place. The plant 
fully operational throughout lockdown and 
maintenance up to date. New turbine installed 
but no electricity being produced at present. 
Main place for leachate at present is Coventry 
with none going to landfill. Viridor sold in Sum-
mer to KKR who now own it all. Regulatory and 
Planning Matters included the re-alignment (not 
on original license) suggestion for bridlepath 27 
but this opposed by Middleton Stoney Parish  
[ctd on p17] 



16 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
On Monday, October 12 the Parish Council met - 
via Zoom - for a virtual meeting.  
 
A significant portion of the meeting was devoted 
to discussion of the Fox & Hounds pub planning 
proposal.  
Matthew Thame, new owner of the Fox & 
Hounds, and the planning agent attended the 
meeting to review the plans and address ques-
tions. Full details of the planning proposal can be 
found on the Cherwell District Council website.  
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/
Planning/Display/20/02419/F 
 
Other matters discussed include felling of dead 
trees around the village, request to cut back some 
vegetation encroaching on the road around 

Church Road / Somerton Road, and fixing the 
bollards by the Church that have been knocked 
over.  
 
There is an opening on the Parish Council for a 
new councillor.  
If any local residents are interested or would like 
to learn more about what it means to be a Parish 
Councillor, they are invited to express their inter-
est to the Parish Clerk 
(ardleywfparishclerk@yahoo.com) and attend the 
next meeting in November.  
 
Next Meeting: Monday, November 9 at 7.30pm  
Please contact the Parish Clerk for Zoom connec-
tion details. 
ardleywfparishclerk@yahoo.com 

Madeleine’s Countryfile 

Things are definitely moving towards the end of 
leafy summer days now and the trees and shrubs 
have that look about them with some showing 
those beautiful autumnal colours which we love 
to see at this time of year. Field maples especially 
look glorious with those beautiful crimson and 
red leaves decorating the trees.  
What is so uplifting is that the hedgerows and 
many trees are still sporting their fading greenery 
and retaining most of their summer green. Yes I 
realise this must eventually go but for now it is 
good to see and also to note the huge numbers 
of hips and haws on the shrubbery.  
Most of the migrant birds have flown back to 
warmer climes and we are now having the joy of 
listening to our indigenous robins, blackbirds, 
wrens, thrushes, starlings, wood pigeons and 
sparrows more clearly. Blackbirds, of course, 
merely making those warning cries at this time of 
year and often you can hear the tic, tic, tic of the 
robin. However the wren, when it sings is still as 
shrill and loud as ever.  
It has been impossible for me to cycle around the 
area for a while, having broken my leg in mid-
September and I have to be patient until I am 
free of the 'boot' I wear for the time being while 
healing takes place, but I do get driven around 
and can notice how things are changing. Alt-

hough there have had some nasty wet and even 
cold days lately which has meant tender garden 
plants have been moved either into greenhouses 
or indoors to make sure they last the winter 
months, most days seem pretty mild as yet but is 
this the calm before the storm, relatively speak-
ing?  
Nevertheless what a wonderful year this has 
been as far as fruits and vegetables are con-
cerned. Abundant crops of apples, plums, pears, 
cherries, damsons, soft fruits, as well as vegeta-
bles like corn-on-the-cob, courgettes, cucumbers, 
marrows, potatoes, runner beans and you name 
it have grown wonderfully well this year and 
people have been making jams and chutneys till 
they come out of their ears. Delicious!  
Farmers, of course, never stop and again the 
fields are already prepared for the Spring growth 
and soon there will be signs of green shoots pop-
ping up through already tilled soils. Come Janu-
ary we will be starting on the up again and of 
course you will ALL be about to take part once 
more in THE BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH at the end 
of the month, won't you?  
Regrettably this year there is no news from glori-
ous Cornwall due to so many circumstances be-
yond control but hopefully next year will be a 
different story.  

Get Well Soon Madeleine—Ed. 
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 
Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club 

 
 The restrictions to our daily activities and plan-
ning continue but we, the Committee, send every-
one good wishes for their safety and good health 
during these troubling times.  
 
Obviously, it’s not possible to plan precisely what 
may be possible in the coming months but the 
Committee has made a number of decisions… 
 
Firstly, all the Committee have indicated that they 
will continue through 2021. Secondly, the annual 
membership fees for 2021, due in January, will not 
be applied and everyone’s membership will be 
rolled over.  The planned programme for 2020 will 
be rolled over, and delivered as the restrictions 
allow.  Sue Howkins has done a magnificent job 
organising events and visits over the last few 
years. Sue will be stepping down from this role. 
And on your behalf, we thank her for all her hard 
work.   Elaine, who has worked closely with her, 
will now liaise with Sue Girling.  So, what will be 
store I hear you ask? 
 
The following trips may be possible: 
 April…Coltan Manor Gardens 
May…. Malvern Spring Show 
June…. Packwood House and Gardens 
July……Open air cream tea 

August…. Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens 
September…Annual Show 
September…Wales holiday 
October……RHS Wisley 
November…Annual meal 
 
The Committee made the decision to defer the 
2020 September holiday to Wales until September 
2021. The new dates are 13th to 17th September.  
The price remains the same. Jenny, as holiday 
coordinator, has contacted everyone who was due 
to go.  Currently she has two twin rooms available. 
If you would like more information please contact 
her.  
 
If we are able to organise hall-based events safely 
during this time we will obviously make sure eve-
ryone knows. 
 
So, we have lots of possibilities to keep us going 
through the darker evenings of this autumn. 
 
For membership enquiries either Ian or myself. 
Chairperson and Treasurer – Ian Turner - 01869 
345250 
Secretary - Denise Turner – 079255 46735 
Holiday co-ordinator – Jenny Price 07795947014 
 
 Take care, keep safe and stay alert everyone. 
Hopefully we will see you all again soon.  

Cartoon by Pe-
ter Glover. Orig-
inals available to 
buy—contact  
glov-
er363@btintern
et.com  
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 
[ctd from p14] 
Council. Two visits by OCC and EA (one on  
14/9/20) about site restoration made to monitor 
for compliance of numerous planning conditions. 
No household waste to affect contours but exten-
sion to 2026 on old landfill site reported to allow 
for adequate surface water management. Land-
filling was not completed by end 2019 and a large 
engineering bund near the entrance to the ERF 
had not received permission. Screening discussed 
at entrance to site and at storage area, however 
soft planting had failed and lagoons need regula-
tion. Rolling door now repaired Heavy lorry traffic 
obeying directions to M40 Junction 10 and not 
through Middleton Stoney. Health & Safety re-
ported one minor accident to a worker's hand. 
Contamination did occur but this recovered. Que-
ry about non-arrival of promised report on IBA 
(bottom ash) and when it could be expected. 
Query about Dewars Farm Liaison Group raised 
also recycling of plastic waste. 

MONEYBAGS 
Many people are worse off since lockdown. 
Here are some ideas and suggestions that you 
might try if you’re struggling, furloughed, work-
ing at home, or jobless. 
The government regularly updates this page for 
businesses suffering from customer losses, 
wholesale price rises and so on: https://
www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-
finder  
If you’re managing a charity, social enterprise 
or other non-profit making organisation you 
can check if there are any grants or favourable 
loans available: https://
www.grantsonline.org.uk/ 
For individuals, Citizens’ Advice can advise over 
the phone on all kinds of debt and poverty 
issues 03444 111 444 
People who live in the Cherwell area and have 
received notification from NHS Test and Trace 
to self-isolate may be entitled to a £500 sup-
port payment. Check on the CDC website to see 
if you qualify: https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/
info/258/coronavirus or call CDC Customer 
Services 01295 227001 
If you’re a homeowner you could ask your 
mortgage provider if you can apply for a mort-

gage holiday. 
Renters: if you rent from a private landlord try to 
work something out to suit you both. You have 
rights and can find out what these are from Citi-
zens’ Advice above. If you rent from a social hous-
ing provider contact them as soon as possible and 
find out how they can help you. Shelter provides 
emergency advice for people facing eviction: 
https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/
coronavirus OR Helpline 0808 800 4444 
Call your energy provider to ask about arrange-
ments if you can’t afford to pay your bills or 
charge your prepayment key. 
Ofcom has advised broadband and landline phone 
providers not to cut off customers who can’t pay, 
so it is worth calling your provider if you’re strug-
gling. 
Cherwell District Council will offer advice and help 
to council tax payers who cannot afford their bill 
at present: 01295 227000 
You can ask your credit card companies for a pay-
ment holiday during hard times 
Most companies providing you with finance, for 
example car loans, home improvement loans, will 
consider your request for a payment holiday if 
you are in genuine difficulty. 
Don’t skimp on insurance even if you’re hard up. 
These are the times you’ll be grateful of it. If any 
policies are soon up for renewal, shop around. 
Contact your insurer to discuss terms if you’re 
struggling to pay current premiums. Life insurance 
policies are likely to pay up if you should die of 
Covid19 or related illness. Car insurance policies 
could be reduced if you are working at home and 
therefore travelling fewer miles. 
Working at home. If you’re now working from 
home it is worth informing your home insurer in 
case changes need to be made to your policy. 
Also, you may be eligible for tax relief if you work 
from home, so when you do your tax return make 
sure you fill in the relevant section for this. Ask 
your employer if you’re PAYE and working at 
home and they should be able to help. 
 
In short – contact anyone you pay regular bills 
with, and ask what relief is available for financial 
hardship owing to changes in your circumstances 
caused by the virus. You are likely to need to 
show reduction in income by producing bank 
statements.  
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LEISURE 
Local COVID-19 contact tracing system 

 
A new local contact tracing system is being 
launched by the councils in Oxfordshire to help 
people who’ve recently tested positive for 
COVID-19. Oxfordshire's councils will work to 
contact people that the NHS test and trace na-
tional system is unable to reach. 
Local businesses will also be receiving extra 
support in ensuring they are compliant with 
new coronavirus rules from the new county-
wide COVID secure team. 
The team, which is a joint initiative by all Ox-
fordshire councils, and backed by Government 
funding, looks to ensure that businesses are 
complying with the rules, to give the public 
much-needed peace of mind when out and 
about. 
New penalties for breaking the coronavirus 
rules have come into force nationally, with fines 
of up to £10,000 for rule breakers. Fines for not 
wearing masks or not following rules have in-
creased to £200 for the first offence. 
The team will be working across Oxfordshire, 
alongside the existing city and district environ-
mental health teams. Where data shows an 
emerging risk in a locality, the team will priori-
tise that area, increasing the impact of local 
intervention measures. 
They will be out and about across the county to 
ensure that businesses are properly abiding by 
regulations, such as the 10pm curfew on pubs, 
bars and restaurants. 
The team will be able to take enforcement ac-
tion against those who do not comply, with the 
support of Thames Valley Police. 
Cllr Andrew McHugh, lead member for health 
and wellbeing at Cherwell District Council, said: 
“This new COVID Secure Team builds on council 
officers’ local knowledge and expertise to make 
sure residents and businesses are in no doubt 
about what they need to do to stop the spread 
of the virus. 
“The team will be a firm but friendly presence; 
they are there to inform and advise in the in-
stance, but we take the risk coronavirus poses 
extremely seriously and people who fail to re-
spect the rules will be left in no doubt that we 
are ready to use these new powers if neces-
sary.” 

LIBRARY LOANS AT HOME 
 
I still feel a bit sad that the library van doesn’t 
come to our area any more. BUT the Home 
Library Service is offered in partnership with 
Age UK to people who are unable to visit the 
library themselves through frailty, infirmity or a 
disability and have no other means of getting 
access to reading materials. Full-time carers and 
those who might need the service on a short-
term basis following debilitating illness or hospi-
talisation can apply too. 
How it works 
Contact us to discuss the kind of books, DVDs, 
music CDs or audio books that you like to read 
or enjoy.  We then arrange for a library volun-
teer to deliver these to you in your home. 
Our volunteers wear identification badges and 
provide a helpful and friendly service.  Whenev-
er possible, we try and arrange for the same 
volunteer to visit you each time. 
Your library materials will be delivered and col-
lected every 3 weeks.  The Home Library Service 
is free of charge, and there is no charge for re-
quests or late returns. 
How to register 
To register for this service or for further infor-
mation call the Home Library Service on 01865 
810259 or email 
homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 
Volunteers are needed in all areas across Ox-
fordshire. If you would like to be considered for 
a volunteering role with the Home Library Ser-
vice, your local library manager or one of our 
partner volunteer organisations will be delight-
ed to see you. 
You should be prepared to: 
Agree to a DBS check 
Undertake training 
Add volunteer use to your motor insurance 
policy if you will be using 
your car to visit your clients 
Commit to a regular schedule of visits 
Record the hours that you volunteer 
 
To register or for further information on using 
or volunteering, call the Home Library Service 
on 01865 810259 or email homeli-
braryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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SAFETY FIRST 
Bonfire Night  

Remember remember the fifth of November for 
the right reasons. We are likely to be celebrating 
at home this year but having your own fireworks 
party with family and friends needs a lot of 
thought to stay safe. Follow the advice below as 
well as following the local and national COVID-19 
guidance. 
 
Fireworks and pets 

Pets can get very 
frightened on Bon-
fire Night as they 
hate loud bangs 
and flashes. Keep 
pets indoors and 
close curtains to 
help make it less 
frightening for your 

pet. If you’re holding a fireworks party don’t 
forget to let your neighbours know so they can 
make sure their pets are indoors as well. Remem-
ber it's not just your own fireworks that cause 
distress, so you may need to have your pets in-
doors on several nights when other displays are 
taking place. 
 
Protect your pet when fireworks are around by 
following the RSPCA's animal-friendly firework 
code.  
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/
pets/general/fireworks 
 
Getting ready for your display 
Only buy fireworks that have the CE mark - this 
means they are safe and conform to European 
safety standards.  
Check the fireworks you buy are suitable for the 
size of garden. 
Only buy fireworks from a legitimate retailer. 
Read the instructions in daylight. 
Only one person should be responsible for letting 
off the fireworks 
Store fireworks in a closed metal box. 
You will need suitable supports for Catherine 
Wheels and proper launchers for rockets. 
 
On the night 
Follow the instructions on each firework. 
Use a torch to read the instructions. Never a 

naked flame. 
Light fireworks at arm’s length, using the taper 
provided. 
Store fireworks in a closed metal box and take 
them out one at a time. 
Make sure everyone stands well back. 
Don’t throw fireworks or put them in your pock-
et. 
Never go back to a lit firework. Even if it hasn’t 
gone off it could still explode. 
Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks. Nomi-
nate a responsible person who’s not drinking to 
take charge of the firework display. 
Supervise children around fireworks. 
Keep a bucket of water nearby. 
 
Sparklers 
Never give sparklers to a child under 5. 
Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 
Put used sparklers hot end down into a bucket of 
sand or water. 
 
Bonfires 

Bonfire 
Night par-
ties 
wouldn’t 
be the 
same 
without a 
bonfire. 
Make one 

person responsible for the bonfire. Only allow 
that person and designated helpers into the bon-
fire area. 
Keep your bonfire is at least 18 metres (60ft) 
away from houses, trees, hedges, fences or 
sheds. 
Only burn clean dry timber. 
Before lighting the fire check: 
Its construction carefully to make sure that it is 
stable. 
For animals, especially hedgehogs. 
Use domestic firelighters to light your bonfire. 
Petrol, paraffin, diesel or other flammable liquids 
should not be used to light your bonfire. 
Keep some buckets of water nearby. 
Never burn aerosols, batteries, bottles, foam-
filled furniture, tins of paint or tyres. 
Have a safe and fun Bonfire Night. 
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RURAL NEWS 
THAMES VALLEY POLICE 

DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN REPORT RURAL 
CRIMES ONLINE? 

 
Rural crime is an issue for large areas of the 
Thames Valley and we know that it can have a 
huge impact on our rural communities. However, 
these crimes tend to go unreported. 
 
We’re reaching out to our rural communities and 
encouraging you to report anything you’ve seen, 
however big or small, which can help us tackle 
agricultural, equine, wildlife and heritage crime. 
 
Did you know that you can report a crime in your 
area, or pass on any information that you may 
have, on our website? It’s quick and easy to do 
and it can be done whenever is most convenient 
for you. After all, you know your community best 
and you’re most likely to know when something 
doesn’t feel right. 
 
Whether it’s something suspicious you’ve spotted 
in your local area or something you’ve overheard 
which may point to organised crime, we want to 
hear about it. 
 
It can sometimes be difficult to know whether 
something that you’ve seen is a crime and wheth-
er you should get in touch. But we’d encourage 
you to contact us, as we can use this information 
to build a better picture and to target our re-
sources effectively. 
 
By working together, we can prevent opportunis-
tic and organised crimes taking place in our com-
munities. 
 
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 

Street Tag 
  

Street Tag is a new family-friendly game that re-
wards primary schools, families, individuals and 
communities for physical activities such as walk-
ing, running, and cycling. 
  
Street Tag is turning streets and parks in Oxford-
shire into a giant virtual playground. You can play 
to win rewards for your child’s primary school, or 
as an individual or team of up to six people in Ox-
fordshire’s community league. 
  
Watch your total distance accumulate and see 
how you far you climb up the local leader-
board. Get ready to push yourself and start your 
journey to a healthy lifestyle with Street Tag. For 
more info on how to play, head to  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/streettag 

Appeal goes out across Banburyshire for shoebox gifts 
for this year's Operation Christmas Child 

Organisers of the international festive gift-giving 
scheme, Operation Christmas Child, has launched its 
2020 appeal for shoeboxes of gifts for children in pov-
erty overseas. Visit the special website: 
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk  
or phone 0870 011 2002. 
The website includes many more gift suggestions under 
the drop-down menu “Pack A Shoebox”. 
All gift boxes need a donation of £5 to cover essential 
costs such as processing, shipping around the world and 
training local churches overseas to ensure that the shoe-
boxes are given out at safe and well-run events. 
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PETER SOUTHAM 

 
Building & Home Maintenance Service 

*Roofing, Guttering, Chimney problems, Carpentry,  
Fencing, Brick/stonework,  

Concrete paths, Drives, Patios & Garage Doors 
Insurance approved 

*For a personal service 
Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 
 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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     Landscaping and General Garden 

Maintenance.  
    We cover all aspects of hard and 

soft  
Landscaping   

We have public liability 
 

Please contact us on: 
 
M  07714 645596     
H 01869 346894  
E: lexingtonlandscapes@yahoo.co.uk 
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BBAANNBBUURRYY  MMEEMMOORRIIAALLSS    LLTTDD  

 

 

 

HHAANNDD  CCAARRVVNNGG  &&  LLEETTTTEERRIINNGG  

IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL  DDEESSIIGGNNSS  

RREENNOOVVAATTIIOONN  SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTTSS    

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 
Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of Gran-

ite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  
BULLSHEAD 

GARAGE  
(SOULDERN) LTD 

 
01869 345281 

 
MOT Testing Station 

 
Servicing & Repairs  

to most Makes of Cars 
& Light Commercial Vehicles 

 
Most Credit Cards accepted 

 
EXHAUSTS 

SHOCK ABSORBERS 

Exclusive Oxfordshire Barn Wedding Venue  

~ 250 Acre Estate ~ 18th Century Barn~ Lakes &Woodland ~ 

Contact us:  
Email: enquiries@thegreatbarn.net Phone: 01869 810823 Website: www.thegreatbarn.net 

Upper Aynho Grounds, Aynho, Banbury Oxfordshire, OX17 3AY 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 
Quality seasoned hardwood split  
logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 
01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in  
Oxfordshire so try us today! 

OFFICE TO RENT 
Upper Aynho Grounds 

 
Courtyard Office Suite 1 – 812 sq ft 

 
Part of The Great Barn estate – a 
beautiful 18th century venue set in 

250 acres between Aynho and 
Souldern. 

 
These single storey former farm 

buildings have been converted into 
4 individual eco offices, with  

natural slate roofs and timber, brick 
and stone facades.  The  

Interior is open plan with separate 
kitchen and WC’s, as well as  

ample car parking. 
 

For further information, contact: 
Jerry Stephenson  01869 810823 
jerry@adayinthecountry.co.uk 
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 
✓ Dog Kennels 
✓ Hutches 
✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 
or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 
Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 
www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  
 nursing care 
• Open 7 days a week 
• RCVS Accredited Hospital 
• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 
 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 



30 

 

 
FRETS and STRINGS 

GUITAR TUITION 
 

• Do you have a neglected guitar under the 
bed? 

• Have you always wanted to play but lack the 
confidence to try? 

• Not played for ages and cant remember 
which way up to hold it? 

 
Contact me for friendly, relaxed lessons  
tailored to your own pace/ability 
 
 Beginner to intermediate Acoustic or Electric 
 Individual or group sessions available 
 Competitive rates 
 Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 

 
Contact: Carl Hynes  
Tel: 01869 346403 
Or 07899 891513  

email:carl@esscomm.co.uk 
www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 

 
R SPITTLE & Sons  

 
PAINTERS & DECORATORS  

 
 FOR ALL  

YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 

 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
 

Mobile: 07768 100156 
 

rspittle8sons@gmail.com 

Kitchen Worktop     Vanity Tops  
Shower Trays / Enclosures 

Bath Surrounds      Bespoke projects 
Hearths & Fireplaces 

 

“Solid Service -  
     Billions of Years in the Making” 

Oxford Stone and Marble Ltd,  
30-31 Pony Road,  
Oxford, OX4 2RD 

Tel: 01865 778568 
www.oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 
info@oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 

Granite - Quartz -  Marble - Stone  
Template, Supply & Installation 
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R.J. Wakelin 

 
Painting and Decorating 

Specialist 
 

Private / Commercial 
Interior / Exterior 

 
Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  

Gardening Souldern  
 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 
 
Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
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 Oil Fired Boiler Service  
 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  
on  

07977 107790  

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  aallll  mmyy    

ccuussttoommeerrss  oovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  

AAnnddyy  

 
AYNHO BOUNCY CASTLES 

  
PARTIES, FETES, & SHOWS  

ATTENDED 
 

Contact ED on 
 

T  01869 810808 
M  07811 225698 

Why not advertise your local business in 
the Three Parishes, delivered free to all 
homes in Ardley with Fewcott,    Fritwell 
and Souldern and also available to read 

on-line.  Full details of pricing inside back 
page. 

ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
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CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR 
 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and STORAGE 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
LOFT BOARDING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
STUD WALLING 

TILING 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

GENERAL REPAIRS 
AND MORE...PLEASE ASK! 

 
EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  

CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 
 

07909 513201 
fionaquigley@live.com 

Seamstress 
 

Kim Steventon 
 
"A stitch in time is my line" 

Sewing, Alterations,  
Tailoring & Re-designing 

 
Contact: 
Evenings 
01869 345385 
Mobile     
07980 477851 
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Happi Pilates offer group classes, in person and online, as well as   
private one to one appoints in a local studio. 

Happi Pilates offers a great complimentary full body conditioning, 
helping you build muscle tone, core strength and better flexibility. Taught in a safe and effective 
manner, tailored to your specific needs and providing ongoing support via ‘homeworksheets’ and 
online videos. 

Classes are available at Souldern and Ardley village halls on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, 
whilst 1-2-1 sessions can be booked via the email below at anytime during the week or weekend 
(subject to availability).  

All classes and sessions are risk assessed and follow the most up to date government guidelines of 
physical activity. 

 New terms for all classes start the week commencing 9th November. 

 Group classes start from £8 a class and 1-2-1 sessions start from £40 per hour. 

For more information please email Sarah@happipilates.com, or visit 
www.happipilates.com www.facebook.com/HappiPilates 
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GG  BB  WWrriigghhttoonn  &&  SSoonn    

The colder nights are upon us Look out for our special offers and deals in the 
coming weeks Lots of new ideas and recipes for you to try as well as        

Gordon's homemade pies if you can't be bothered to cook! 

Also look out for our Christmas hamper leaflets coming through your        
letterboxes soon. Or come into the shop to pick one up and have a chat    

about your requirements  

In these uncertain times we are always here to help our local customers   
Anyone who is unable to get to the shop due to covid  restrictions, give us a 

call and we will be happy to deliver your shopping to you. 

Tel: 01869 345229  

gbwrighton@aol.com 
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 THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 
 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the  
editors do not necessarily agree with the content 
of contributions and reserve the right to edit for 
space, all are considered equally. If your item is 
not time-sensitive, it will not necessarily be  
included in the first issue after you submit it. All 
contributions by email will be acknowledged. 
Word limit: 400.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an 
article by phone to the editor if you don’t have a 
computer or deliver to 11 May’s Close in  
Fritwell. 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email Val: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January,  
invoices sent in December. 
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st 
of month. 
 
March 2020  February 14th NB early 
April 2020  March 20th 
May 2020   April 17th 
June 2020  May 15th 
July 2020  June 19th 
August/Sept 2020 July 17th 
October 2020  September 18th 
November 2020 October 16th 
December 20/Jan 21 November 20th 
 
CIC No. 11182467 Directors: 
Ken Langdon ken@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Helen Metcalfe helen@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Marketing: nick@3parishesnews.co.uk 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

41p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£78.50 per year 
(£7.85 per issue) 

1/2 pg H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£157 per year 
(£15.70 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£314 per year 
(£31.40 per issue) 

2020 Advertising Prices 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

 
AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities 
of Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern 
by promoting a sense of inclusion and be-
longing so that all residents feel able to take 
part in, and contribute to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the 
community in the form of a regular magazine 
and social media presence, and other suita-
ble methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for com-
munity organisations such as: Parish Coun-
cils, Churches, Youth Organisations, Social 
Enterprises, local businesses, charities, 
schools, advocacy services etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services by 
publishing reviews in order to encourage peo-
ple to attend and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of 
interest to people in the three villages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and 
charities with donations, grants etc from the 
profits of the CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling advertising 
to local businesses to be published in the 
regular magazine and on social media.  

Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 
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