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EDITORIAL 
 
First and foremost this month I want to thank very 
sincerely the people who stepped in to produce 
the magazine while I was out of action over the 
summer. They worked very hard and enabled me 
to focus on my recovery safe in the knowledge 
that the magazine was properly looked after. 
 
So it’s officially autumn. In some ways it has ar-
rived, as usual, far too soon, but in others, the 
time has dragged as we sat at home worrying 
about Covid19 and trying to maintain some sort of 
normality. I was so excited when it was an-
nounced that shielders would be allowed to go 
out. But when it came to actually going out, it was 
no fun, and I was still anxious. So I continued to 

stay in for some weeks. I’m getting the hang of 
remembering my mask and hand sanitiser, and 
distancing myself from people, but trips out still 
feel very strange. and I fear they will continue to 
be. Will I ever be able to hug my friends again? 
 
This month in the magazine we have a welcome 
return of the diary pages, as events cautiously 
return – albeit in a different format in some cases. 
 
You will see on p20 a questionnaire about the 
magazine and its content. It’s quite simple and can 
be completed in a couple of minutes. You can also 
complete it online if you prefer. We want to get a 
feel for how we are doing after almost two years 
in the new format. There’s a space for your com-
ments at the end which is your opportunity to 
make suggestions and air your complaints so that 
we can better serve you. Everything is confiden-
tial. 
 
Fun Facts for October:  
The 67th anniversary of the launch of the Morris 
Traveller, built in Cowley, Oxford 
55th anniversary of The Post Office Tower in Lon-
don – now known as BT Tower. 
October sees the anniversary of at least five fa-
mous fights: 1066 the Battle of Hastings, 1415 the 
battle of Agincourt, 1642 the Battle of Edgehill, 
1805 the Battle of Trafalgar and 1854 the Battle of 
Balaclava, which of course inspired a memorial 
poem by the Poet Laureate Alfred, Lord Tennyson: 
“The Charge of the Light Brigade”. 
Hallowe’en is the event we mostly associate with 
October. Celebrated on October 31st, it is the eve 
of All Saints’ Day, and is traditionally thought to be 
a time when ghosts and fairies are most active. 
The three days between 31st October and 2nd 
November see pagan and Christian celebrations 
intertwined in a fascinating way and is a perfect 
example of superstition mingling with religious 
belief. 
The clocks go back at 2am on Sunday October 
25th, marking the end of another summer. On the 
positive side, we get an extra hour that weekend 
in which to complain about the dark nights 
 
Thankyou to Eugene Baston for the front page 
photo this month.  
Vicky Hibberd, Editor. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

At last, we’re back in harness at Fritwell 
School with all our staff and pupils safely 
under one roof! 
It has been, and still is, a very strange time 
and it feels wonderful to start the new aca-
demic year altogether once again. 
We welcome two new members of staff, 
Mrs Helen Montgomery and Miss 
Claire Radley, and 31 lovely new 
members of our family into nursery 
and foundation stage. They are al-
ready enjoying school and contrib-
uting their special characteristics to 
Fritwell. 

My summer challenge had a super uptake 
and our reflection area now has some crea-
tively decorated pebbles for all to admire. 
Well done to the winners and runners up. 
 
We have had to put strict safeguarding 
measures in place as we open and are run-
ning an intense ‘catch up’ programme of key 
skills to ensure our children are fully 
equipped with the benefit of a sound and 
rigorous education. We have been fortunate 
enough to secure additional funding to staff 
extra support for our children. 
 
Unfortunately during the summer holiday 
we had a tremendous flood which damaged 

a large proportion of reading books, laptops 
and the hall floor. We are liaising with our 
insurance team to rectify this and hope that 
works will take place at October half term. 
 
Although times are strange we feel that we 
don’t lose sight of the fact that children 

need to feel loved and secure and 
have lots of fun to build their child-
hood memories. 
 
We have exciting plans for this term 
to ensure that children still have the 
important aspect of community, chal-

lenge and exploration to develop all aspects 
of their character – I am grateful for the 
support we enjoy from the locality and its 
residents. 
 
If you know anyone who would like to learn 
more about what we offer, please pass on 
details of the school office (01869 345283) 
where our staff will make an appointment 
for me to discuss their children’s very spe-
cial educational journey. 
 
Jonathan Hart 
Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary School 
www.facebook.com/fritwellprimaryschool 
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GROUPS & EVENTS 

 

 

ime to Talk 

In aid of Macmillan’s 
Big Coffee Morning 

for 

To Your door  
Elevensies or Afternoon Tea 

Wednesday 7th October 
Due to current covid regulations Time to Talk can’t meet as usual in the village hall 

so we are coming to you! 
Host your own coffee morning or afternoon tea by inviting  some friends round 

(remember the Rule Of 6) 

order your sandwiches, cake, scones, sausage rolls etc in advance 
(you provide the tea or coffee)  

and you can either collect or we’ll bring it to you                 
(for a reasonable donation all of which will go to Macmillan) 

You can also Ring for Raffle tickets                                          
Ring Barbara on 345931, Lynda on 346438, Susan on 07802 668 434, Alex on 07890 370 991 to order 

your food and buy your raffle tickets by mid-day Monday 5th October to allow for shopping and 
baking  

Raffle Prizes, Cake & Produce donations gratefully received 

Lake House Care Home And Day Centre 
We have joined up with Dogs For Good and 
are hosting Dog Days coffee mornings on the 
last Friday of each month. Next dates: Octo-
ber 30th and November 27th. 10:30am to 
12:00pm  
Enjoy a hot drink with a slice of cake and 
spend time with trained therapy dogs in a 
friendly and welcoming environment. 
Perfect for animal lovers and anyone with or 

without a dementia diagnosis, these events 
are designed to provide opportunities for 
therapeutic fun and social interaction. 
If you, a friend or loved one is living with de-
mentia and would like to come along and join 
the fun, we would love to see you there! 
Lake House Care Home And Day Centre 
Lake Walk, The Green 
Adderbury, OX17 3NG  
Call 01295 811183 to confirm. 
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Group Garden Holidays 
 

Regrettably but not surprisingly the organisers of 
the Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre, which 
was scheduled to take place from Thursday 3 - 6 
December 2020 have taken the decision to cancel 
this year’s event. They announced their decision 
to cancel this popular Christmas market had not 
been taken lightly – but with the COVID pandemic 
still at large, the risks incurred in allowing this 
winter event to go ahead were simply too high. 
 
3 Tours have been arranged for 2021 if it's safe to 
do so. Let's all keep our fingers crossed that they 
can go ahead as a number of bookings have al-
ready been received. 
 
The first is to Dumfries & Galloway staying at the 
Cairndale Hotel. Departing April 22nd for 5 days 4 
nights. 
There are twin/double rooms available and 2 sin-
gles with a £40 supplement. All that is required at 
this stage is a £50 non-refundable deposit (unless 
we are advised not to travel) and insurance £29 if 
applicable. Proposed visits to Dumfries House, the 
Queen Elizabeth Walled Garden which is said to 
be one of the best examples of its kind in Scot-
land.  
 
Glenwhan Garden, with marvellous views of Luce 
Bay and Mull of Galloway. Logan Botanic Gar-
den, Broughton House a fascinating 18th centu-
ry house and garden,Ellenbank and the Gardens of 
Threave Estate that have been largely created by 
students at the school of horticulture. Drumlanrig 
Castle, surrounded by the 120,000-acre Queens-
bury estate and is one of the first and most im-
portant renaissance buildings in Scotland. And 
Crawick Multiverse. A major new land restoration 
project which has transformed a former open cast 
coal mine into a spectacular art land and public 
amenity. 
 
The second is to the Edinburgh Military Tattoo 3 
nights 4 days stating at the Riverside Lodge in 
Irvine. Departing on Sunday 22nd August 4 days 3 
nights. 
There are twin/double rooms available. Single 
rooms (Twin/double for sole occupancy) plus £70 

supplement. Rooms with walk in shower available 
but upon request. 
Proposed visits to include Rosslyn Chapel, Edin-
burgh prior to the highlight of the Tour the Edin-
burgh Tattoo mid-range ticket included. Excursion 
with an optional 1 hr boat cruise at Tarbet located 
within the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs Nation-
al Park followed by a visit to Helensburgh.  
 
Our 3rd tour is to Cornwall and the Scilly Isles 
Departing 14 October 5 days and 4 nights staying 
at the Queens Hotel in Penzance. 
A number of rooms have already been requested 
at this stage and all singles have been pre-booked. 
Proposed visits to include Bicton Park and Botani-
cal Gardens (on route), Trebah Garden plus a Fish 
& Chip Lunch in Falmouth, a boat cruise over to 
the Scilly Isles with a guided tour at Abbey Gar-
dens, or a day at leisure in Penzance, and the Eden 
Project. *Please note the day visit to the Scilly 
Isles on Saturday 16th October will be a full day.  
 

Day trips in the planning are to Arundel Castle –
Tulip Festival May tbc and BBC Gardeners 
World Live June 2021 
 
These tours are open to all no membership is re-
quired and Includes ‘Executive’ coach travel from 
local pick up points. For further information on 
any of the above tours please contact Jean McGar-
ry Group Organiser on 01869 345581 or email 
mcgarryjean@hotmail.co.uk  
 

In the meantime please continue to stay safe 

 

GROUPS & EVENTS 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10223748134481456&set=pcb.3392282157551857&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARClT6bT43mZQXg0L3VyT-O5Tz8ZHxs2R0Iy3Av6lRLRJaUle24FzMEy36JTJW3ldMw6fHlM4okncnOj
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Editor 
The change in the 3 Parishes magazine when it 
expanded and introduced a colour cover was the 
start of an improved magazine and you and the 
team are to be congratulated on that success. 
Sadly, I am writing to express my disappointment 
with the inclusion by you of an article by 
'Headbumper' highly critical of Boris Johnson and 
his team in the recent issue. 
I have had concerns, as have many, about the 
handling of many issues by our government of 
different parties over many years . However, I 
cannot see how such a vitriolic attack is within the 
objectives of the 3 Parishes magazine and for it to 
be published anonymously seems totally wrong. 
Was it anonymous because the writer does not 
have the courage to be seen to hold these views 
or is it the view of the Editor(s) hiding behind an 
apparent contribution 'whilst the editors do not 
necessarily agree with the content'? 
The Editor(s) chose to publish it and allow it to be 
anonymous. Is the magazine adopting a political 
position or will articles on politics now regularly 
feature and provide a balanced view? The World 
does not need another media outlet covering na-
tional politics and certainly not 'our local Grape-
vine'.  
Surely this was a mistake!  
Ian Gray 
Souldern 

Reference to Ian Gray’s letter 
I have been writing Headbumper since its 
inception three years ago.  I was anonymous 
for eighteen months until we had the first 
two complaints about the column.  At that 
point I happily agreed to you publishing my 
name.  I was anonymous no more. 
In the beginning, our concept was for 
Headbumper to be a column that invited 
other people to contribute their own points 
of view.  This did not work since no one else 
wrote anything. 
I’m surprised that no one has ever argued 
against the content of the column.  Highlights 
of the first two letters included ‘hasn’t got 
any guts’ and ‘claptrap’.   
Ian Gray wrote more than 220 lucid, well-
articulated words of complaint.  Had he add-
ed just another 80 words of well-argued de-
fence of Johnson it would have been a good 
debate and a perfectly good Headbumper.  It 
could have been called, From the right side of 
the hedgerow… 
The management team has, quite under-
standably, decided to remove the controver-
sial, political aspect of the magazine so I will 
now cheerfully bow out – it’s been fun. 
With many thanks to you Editor 
Ken Langdon Dear Ian, 

Thank you for this. 
I appreciate your concern and agree that some-
times Headbumper gets a bit controversial. I can 
confirm that his views are definitely not those of 
the editorial team. 
As you know I've been taking a break for personal 
reasons, and am back at the coalface now. 
Your email has helped to remind me that we are 
all about local, and not about national issues, alt-
hough of course often these two are inseparable. I 
will consider Headbumper's contributions more 
carefully in future issues. 
May I please publish your letter in the October 
issue? With my response? 
Thanks very much and all good wishes, 
Vicky (Ed.) 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Hello all, 

WANTED……… 

I have been amazed and delighted how our villages have managed to care for each other with 

such love, care and attention over the last few months: meals have been delivered, neigh-

bours cared for, shopping done, prescriptions picked up, and a vast number of chats to check 

that we’re all ok.  It is the mark of the good and caring communities that we know our villages 

to be. 

The caring and sharing aspect of village life is very life-affirming and is one of the things which 

makes our villages such great places to live.  This culture is just as quintessentially village as 

is the village pond, the village green, and, of course, the Parish Church.  All our villages have 

an historic parish church and the village would not be the same without it.  We all appreciate it 

even if we may only attend something inside the church once or twice a year, or for weddings 

for funerals. 

Pressures of modern life mean that finding time to attend church can become quite diffi-

cult.  Nevertheless, there is the expectation that the church will always be there to serve the 

spiritual demands of the community as the need arises.  There is also the expectation that the 

church will be run by a Team Rector (who also has six other churches to oversee) and a few 

people who attend each Sunday.  This is not an unrealistic expectation, but we could do bet-

ter! 

Although the local parish church answerable to the Oxford Diocese and is primarily a place of 

worship, it has a unique place within the life and culture of the village community.  The Team 

Rector and the Parochial Church Council (PCC) work hard towards putting the potential of our 

churches at the centre of our villages.  However, we could do with more people on our PCCs; 

people who want to enhance the life of our local community.   

There are typically five meetings a year to attend and members can become involved in all 

aspects of governance as they wish.  Elsewhere in the magazine you will find the date of the 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings (APCM) for our churches.  If you would like to find out 

more about serving your community in this way, please contact Barbara in the Benefice Office 

as soon as possible, even if you have missed the APCM date. 

Look forward to meeting you soon. 

Revd Helen C. Barnes 
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CHURCH NEWS 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   

Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926 helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Rev Andrew Foran andrew.foran@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Administrator 01869 233687 barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

OTHER SERVICES 

11am Live Sunday Service                     

Via Zoom 

Recorded Spiritual Communion                    
sent via email  

Recorded Morning Prayer 
Tues & Fri—sent via email 

You can access the recorded services via 
YouTube on your television.                                                                 

Search for Cherwell Valley Benefice 

Or to receive notifications  email 
barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

SERVICES IN OCTOBER 
All services will be at 9:30 for the time being to allow time for the existing Live Zoom                     

Service at 11am for those who prefer to continue worshiping at home 

  
Ardley 

St Mary 

Fritwell 

St Olave 

Lower 

Heyford & 

Caulcott 

Somerton 

St James 

Souldern 

The  

Annun 

Heyford  

Park 

The Chapel 

Upper 

Heyford 

 St Mary 

4 Oct 
9:30am 

Communion 
        

9:30am          

Communion 
  

11 Oct         
9:30am    

Communion 
  

9:30am    

Communion 

18 Oct   
9:30am    

Communion 

9:30am    

Communion 
        

25 Oct       
9:30am    

Communion 
  

9:30am     

Communion 
  

 PRIVATE PRAYER 
& QUIET TIME 

Fritwell—Mon 11am-12am; Fri 5-6pm 

Somerton—Tues Thurs & Sun 10am-5pm  

Souldern—Sun & Wed 10am-4pm 

Upper Heyford—by appointment 

Ardley—By appointment  (07979 641 605) 

Lower Heyford & Heyford Park Chapel—                                                            
will remain closed for the time being 

For any updates and/or enquiries please contact 
the Benefice Office   Tel: 01869 233687 

barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  
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SOULDERN NEWS CHAPEL NEWS 

Fritwell Wesleyan Reform Church 

We have been very grateful to preachers 
who have taken our services in the last 
three months.  We were pleased to be 
able to celebrate our Harvest Festival ser-
vice on 6th September taken by Dr Trevor 
Ray.  Although we were unable to have 
our usual harvest supper and sale this 
year, we did send all the produce to 
Katharine House Hospice, for which they 
were very grateful. We also sent the 
offering that day, to Katharine House Hos-
pice, which amounted to £140. Thank you 
to everyone who contributed and to Don 
for transporting the goods. 
 
Our prayers are for Doreen, to wish her 
well and hoping she will be able to go 
home soon. We also pray for her family as 
it has been a very worrying time for them 
all. It’s been good to see Liam back at our 
services and catch up on news of Doreen. 
 
We are still open on a Sunday at 10.30 
a.m. and anyone is welcome to join us. 
We ask you to wear 
masks and social dis-
tance as per govern-
ment guidelines. Look 
forward to seeing you 
there. 
Joan Harris 

Souldern End of Summer Show 2020 
 
On the basis that nearly everything fun had to be 
cancelled this year, the Solstice group wanted to 
find a way of giving the Community an opportuni-
ty to get competitive whilst having some fun at 
the same time. As a village we’ve lost Wacky 
races/ Horticultural society Show and the Cheese 
and Wine this summer, so we tried to replace 
them with a “show” that would also create a 
gallery of what we got up to during COVID lock-
down. Here are some of the entries. Well done to 
everyone for taking part. Fun! 
Go to the website for all the entries and winners; 
https://www.souldern.org/home/events/
summer-2020/ 



10 

SOULDERN NEWS 
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SOULDERN NEWS 

Things are not quite 
what they seem  

The Souldern End of 
Summer Show was a 
virtual competition in 
which entrants had to 
submit photos and 
images related to spe-
cific themes, such as the 
best lockdown haircut, 
best pet pic etc. In true 
Souldern tradition not 
everyone took the event 
Terribly Seriously – this 
is an entry for the tallest 
sunflower category . . 
Thankyou Ben Williams 

SOULDERN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
una crescere nos 
 

Grow wildflowers – the bees will love you  
Picture: wildflower.co.uk 
Summer’s palate of vibrant 
colours is fading but autumn is 
a time to think about next 
year’s flora – and fauna. In this 
context, remember that the 
wildflowers that put on such a 
wonderful show in hedgerows 
and meadows can also beauti-
fy your garden, as well as 
attracting bees and butterflies.  
Now is the time to sow wild-
flower seeds such as Wild 
Clary, Corncockle, Cornflow-
er,Wild Foxglove, Purple 
Loosestrife, Poppy and Bird’-foot Trefoil. However, 
it’s not just a case of sprinkling a handful of seeds 
and waiting for Nature to do the rest. Preparation 
is key. 

Wildflowers won’t prosper where there’s thick 
grass, weeds or thistles. Nor in heavily shaded 
areas, so don’t look on them them as the solution 
to that rough patch under the tree that you’ve 

always meant to do something about.   
What wildflowers need is well pre-
pared, weed free, friable (crumbly) soil. 
Clay soil can be made friable by mixing 
it well with compost or organic matter. 
Remember that recently rotavated soil 
may well contain the seeds of weeds 
that will emerge to compromise your 
efforts, so constant vigilance is im-
portant.  
Don’t bury wildflower seeds; they need 
light and warmth and must be kept 
well watered in the early stages. Some 
basic protection against hungry birds is 
also desirable. 

You can buy wildflower seed mixes suited to 
different types of soil and others that are especial-
ly attractive to bees.  
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FRITWELL NEWS 

MacMillan Cancer Support - Fundraising event 
 
It is with great regret that, due to Covid-19 re-
strictions, we need to cancel the planned Coffee/
Tea Afternoon on 3rd October that was to be 
held in Fritwell Village Hall.  However, in order to 
continue our fundraising for Macmillan, we are 
organising a Safari Car boot in Fritwell on 10th 
October 1pm - 4pm.  
 
A Safari car boot is where you set your stall/car 
boot up in your garden, driveway or even garage 
on the day. Buyers travel around the village.  You 
will need to register your stall with myself on 
01869 345319 (please note that this number has 
a Call Guardian service so please say your name 
and then press the hash button) or Kirsty on 

07971008579. We will then collate  the address-
es onto a map of the village which will be sold on 
the day for £1 allowing people to find you. The 
cost of each pitch is £5.00 which will go to Mac-
Millan Cancer Support. Names and addresses 
must be with us by October 5th to allow us to 
make and print the maps. 
 
I will still be running a homemade cake stall on 
the day in the Village Hall car park with proceeds 
also going to Macmillan Cancer Support. Any 
donated cakes will be very gratefully received.    
 
A reminder to all those buying or selling that you 
should not go round the stalls in groups of more 
than six and you should follow social distance 
guidelines. 

By this point in the year, we would usually be 
reviewing the wonderful trips we had been on so 
far. We had some fantastic trips booked into the 
calendar and we were all very much looking for-
ward to these days. However, like everything else 
in society, we had to cancel these arrangements 
when Covid-19 arrived! The club has been quiet 

since lockdown, but we have still tried to cele-
brate birthdays and stay in contact with mem-
bers where possible. Fingers crossed we are able 
to book trips from 2021! We know that some 
people have been unwell and we wish them a 
speedy recovery. Sending everyone our best 
wishes. Hope to see you all soon. 

Fritwell Forget Me Not Club 



13 

FRITWELL NEWS 

Fritwell Parish Council 
It is feeling more autumnal now, so let us make 
the most of any fine weather to get the village 
ready for the winter months. Please try to find 
time to mow the verges near your home. Oxford-
shire County Council Highways only cut them 
twice a year (at most), and this year must be un-
der extra pressure. It is also a good idea to clear 
the weeds from gutters and paths to help drain-
age during any spells of heavy rainfall or icy 
weather. 
Have you considered registering for the Priority 
Services offered by the utility companies in an 
emergency situation? If you receive a state pen-
sion, are disabled or have a child under the age of 
5, then you may be eligible. Search for details on 
the www.oxfordshire.gov.uk site under “Utility 
Failure”. 
The Parish Council met online in September and is 
expecting to need to use Zoom again for its next 
meeting on Monday 16th November at 7pm. Do 
join us. If you are not sure about how to do this, 
contact our Clerk by emailing clerkfritwellpari-
shcouncil@gmail.com or talk to any of the council-
lors – our details are on our website 
www.fritwell.org.uk. Are you on our residents’ 
email list?  Email our clerk to be added to the list 
and receive notification of meetings and im-
portant local information directly. 
The Dog Bin from the path across the fields has 
been resited next to a Litter Bin at the T-junction 
of East Street and Fewcott Road. Please use them 
to keep our village clean. 
The 7 new homes on the old George and Dragon 
site are now on sale. After intervention by the 
Parish Council, the telegraph pole has been relo-
cated from the narrow pavement and we are look-
ing forward to new residents joining the village. 
There also seems to be some progress on the legal 
problems preventing completion of the 8 homes 
along Fewcott Road, (the Covert Farm develop-
ment), so we are hopeful that these will be fin-
ished soon. 
The planning application for the next phase at 
Heyford Park is currently expected to be discussed 
at Cherwell District Council’s planning meeting in 
October. There are still major concerns about the 
traffic plans, lack of public transport options for 
the surrounding villages and good connectivity for 
cycling and walking. The major issue is the pro-

posal by Oxfordshire County Council for a bus gate 
near Middleton Stoney which will push the traffic 
to use routes through other villages, in return for 
totally inadequate funding for traffic calming 
measures in villages like Fritwell and Somerton. 
Our Neighbourhood Plan Forum has made a ro-
bust response, supported by Fritwell Parish, CDC 
and OCC councillors. 
We have also been preparing our submission to 
the community involvement paper for Cherwell 
District Council Local Plan Review 2040. At our 
September meeting we agreed to include a pro-
posal for a small area of the land crossed by foot-
path 219/9 to be designated as a Local Green 
Space to safeguard our rural setting and important 
views. If it is accepted for inclusion there will be 
plenty of opportunity for residents to comment 
on the proposal. 
Wider changes under discussion about unitary 
councils; government proposals for changes in 
planning legislation; and the Expressway and Ox-
ford/Cambridge Arc with associated development 
and new housebuilding targets, are all likely to 
impact on the local situation and our ability to 
influence decisions and make our voice heard. 
Good news!  The Lynx bus has resumed its ser-
vices and is taking residents to Banbury on Thurs-
days (leaves Fritwell 9.36am) and Bicester on Fri-
days (leaves 9.40am) from the bus stop near the 
school. Please remember to observe social-
distancing and don’t forget your face mask. 
Stay safe. 

FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Do you take an interest in local affairs and want 

to be more involved in village life? 

VACANCY FOR 
PARISH CLERK 

15 hours a month, flexible working, mainly at home plus 
meetings 

Support available and training opportunities 
Basic level of computer literacy, especially with Word and 

Excel, and a willingness to learn. 
Experience of accounting or book keeping an advantage. 

Laptop and printer provided plus office essentials. 
If you are interested to find out more, please email  

clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com 
or contact the Chair, Polly Foster  

(tel. 345296, email pollyfoster@hotmail.co.uk)  
for an informal chat. 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.fritwell.org.uk
mailto:clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com
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FRITWELL NEWS 

Fritwell Church of England Primary School  
 

On behalf of the Governing Body we would like to 
co-opt two Governors to join our Governing 
Board. An interest in education and the role of 
your local school in the community is essential. 

These are voluntary, unpaid roles but the success-
ful candidates will be able to influence the vision, 
future strategic direction and ethos of your local 
school.  Other responsibilities include overseeing 
the educational performance of the pupils and 
ensuring the schools finances are used  
appropriately. 

The Governing Body is a committed and enthusi-
astic team and comprises Parent Governors,  
Foundation Governors appointed by the Church 
and representatives of the staff as well as  
co-opted Governors. Governors commit to attend 
meetings, generally one or two a term and take an 
active involvement in the life of the school. We 
welcome applications from all parts of the  
community.  

For further information please look at the school 
website:  www.fritwellprimaryschool.co.uk and 
www.nga.org.uk/Be-a-Governor.aspx  

If you’re interested in helping your local primary 
school in this way please email the Chair of  
Governors, Martyn Simmonds – 
MSim8391@fritwell.oxon.sch.uk  

Christmas Fun in Fritwell 
 
Christmas is coming! St Olave’s church would like 
to present something different this year. If you 
admired the ‘Mays Close scarecrows’ in the sum-
mer, then this is your chance to have a go. We 
would like to have an external nativity installation 
in the churchyard to include traditional, life-size 
versions of the main protagonists – Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, a king or three, and, of course, a baby.  
If you would like further information or to offer 
your help in any way, please contact Jane (01869 
345396).   
 
Like all organisations, St Olave’s has suffered in 
the recent months from a lack of income. All CofE 
churches are expected to pay an annual ‘Parish 
Share’ to their respective Diocese (which helps 
towards clergy salaries). This year that of St 
Olave’s is in the region of £10,500. We then have 
to meet our general running costs. If you feel that 
you would like to make a financial contribution to 
the Church, it would be most welcome at this 
time. Please do this either by cheque or Bacs pay-
ment. Cheques should be made payable to 
‘Fritwell Church’, and can be delivered to Ian 
Glendinning at 6, Town Well End, or to Jane White 
at 15, The Lane. Bacs details are:  
Sort code     20-06-75   Acct no 40392219.   
A huge thank you in advance if you feel able to do 
this.  

SOMERTON SOCIAL CLUB NEWS 
 
Hopefully you are enjoying the lovely autumn 
weather. Knowing, we will soon be entering win-
ter time when the days are shorter and the eve-
nings longer we wanted to give you advance no-
tice of events we are planning to bring a little of 
winter cheer. 
More information soon on: 
• A virtual quiz  / bingo 
• A family Halloween competition where we will 

be looking for the best  carved pumpkin or 
spooky Halloween figure 

• An on line auction event 
• Village Christmas Tree with everyone invited 

to share their Christmas message to hang on 

the tree 
• Family Christmas competition – best outdoor 

display or window display 
 
Hopefully you will have time to join in one or all of 
these event. If you have ideas for other virtual 
events we could host within COVID-19 guidance 
please let us know. 
 
If anyone knows where we can get a 3 – 4 metre 
Christmas tree, please let us know. Ideally we are 
seeking a donated tree or someone offering to 
make one. 
 
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
groups/SomertonSocialClub 

http://www.fritwellprimaryschool.co.uk
http://www.nga.org.uk/Be-a-Governor.aspx
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

Ardley and Fewcott Gardening Club 
 
I would like to begin by paying tribute to 
Geoff Mills who died suddenly on Sunday 6th 
September. Geoff wasn’t a member of the 
Club but he gave his support in so many ways 
including helping to erect the marquee for 
the Annual Show, moving materials around, 
giving advice and tomato plants to many vil-
lagers and helping to position and fix the 
planters which can be found at the entrances 
to the village on Fritwell Road and Somerton 
Road.   At last year’s Show he was very 
pleased to win two trophies.  He was a kind 
and generous man who will be missed. On 
behalf of the Club membership I send our 
heartfelt condolences to Jan his wife, and the 
family. May he rest in peace. 
 
Well our exciting events are still on hold how-
ever the plants continue to grow and there 
have been some stunning examples.  In the 
Turner garden, Ian planted cucumber seeds… 
we discovered they were a throwback to the 
Turner challenge of a couple of years ago. So, 
I include a picture of the largest one we have 
grown this year. It’s an Armenian yard long 
burpless cucumber.  It looks different as you 
can see and it tastes different but it does 
make an interesting change in a salad.  Sue 
Girling has also been in touch with details of 
the bottles of vegetables and fruit she has 
preserved and also pictures of some large 
tomatoes which she assures me would have 
won a trophy had the Show gone ahead. Un-
fortunately, Sue, I was unable to down load 
the pictures to add to this submission.  
 
The Committee made the decision to defer 
the 2020 September holiday to Wales until 
September 2021. The new dates are 13th to 
17th September.  The price remains the same. 
Jenny, as holiday coordinator, has contacted 
everyone who was due to go.  Currently she 
has one single room and one twin room avail-

able. If you would like more information 
please contact her.  
 
The Committee will continue to watch the 
ongoing  Covid 19 status and will keep you 
informed of future Club activities as we are 
able to restart events. 

 
Take care, keep safe and stay alert everyone. 
Hopefully we will see you all again soon. 
For membership enquiries either Ian or my-
self. 
Chairperson and Treasurer – Ian Turner - 
01869 345250 
Secretary - Denise Turner – 079255 46735 
Holiday co-ordinator – Jenny Price 
07795947014 
 
Denise  

Winners for July 2020 
 

118  I Turner £50 
61   D Gimblett £20 
149 V Embleton-Spencer £15 
176 C McTaggart £10 
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ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 

OBITUARIES 

ELSIE MAY VESELOVS: 30/1/1927-14/7/2020: What 
an amazing Service was held at St. Mary's Church-
yard on  Wednesday, 29th July when over 100 
people (sensibly spaced and careful) supported 
Serena, Billy and Jimmy as we all said our 
'goodbyes'  to a dear and gallant lady. The most 
incredible thing that happened that day, which 
was sunny and warm, was when a butterfly came 
and settled on the beautiful wreaths on Elsie's 
coffin, stayed for a while and then went up into 
the sky. Surely this was Elsie showing us all, her 
flight upwards.  
 
Serena gave a most moving eulogy followed by 
memories from Grandsons, Billy and Jimmy, which 
meant so much to all present. Serena wrote about 
her Mum: “Affectionately known as 'Else' our 
Mum. Grandmother, Great Grandmother, Friend 
and Neighbour was a Fritwell girl, her first home 
being The Lane, in Fritwell, moving to the Old Yard 
in Fewcott where Mum lived during the war years. 
Mum always remembered seeing the bombers 
flying over Fewcott to bomb Coventry and how 
one evening, when collecting water from Ardley 
well, she hid in the hedge afraid to be seen as her 
friend was wearing a white mac!  
 
Mum met my Dad, Victor, at the regular dances at 
Graven Hill. They later married, moved to 42 
Ardley Road and later in 1963 to Number 6. Mum 
had a variety of jobs throughout her life – Wright-
ons at Fritwell, looking after naughty Jim, working 
for Mrs Morrow at Fewcott House, home help for 
Mrs. Hollis at Clematis Cottage and then the COD, 
Bicester.  
 
Mum loved to socialise, was a keen member of the 
ladies darts' team at the Kings Head, Fritwell, 
loved a car boot sale and would have a regular site 
at Bodicote and also at Souldern on a Sunday. 
Mum also loved the Village activities. The coffee 
mornings on a Tuesday were a firm favourite. She 
was looked after there and would always be col-
lected and returned often by a nice young man! 
Despite losing her leg she was independent right 
until June when she was admitted to the Horton 
Hospital with sepsis. Her wonderful friends and 

neighbours kindly helped to enable her to stay in 
her own home for as long as possible. Bicester PA 
& Care were wonderful making a huge contribu-
tion for which we are for ever grateful. Mum 
never forgot her roots. She was a 'Fritwell girl' to 
the end and a great character. She was in fact 
Ardley-with-Fewcott's longest and oldest resident 
and will be greatly missed by all her family. Now, 
though, she is at peace with Dad. God Bless you 
dear Mum.” 
 
 
GEOFF MILLS: It is with great sadness and shock 
that the loss of our dear friend, companion and 
great man. Geoff, is reported here. 
 
Geoff was taken away from us suddenly after a 
very short illness on Sunday 6th September and 
leaves a loving wife, Jan, and two sons, Greg and 
Nick and their families. 
 
There is now a massive hole in the Community 
which will be impossible to fill. A man of many 
parts; caring, thinking so much of others, always 
involved in any Village activity, helping to organ-
ise, take part and run Fetes, Beer Festivals, even 
the Churchyard tidy-ups, a great communicator 
and friend, always stopping for a chat when walk-
ing Gracie their dear old black Labrador. Interest-
ed in everything, loving, a person with a great 
sense of humour with nothing being too much 
trouble - you only had to ask.  
 
He will be greatly missed by us all. The Family 
wish the funeral to be completely private and 
just for them, but will be arranging a memorial 
Service at a later date.  
 
Our deepest sympathies, prayers and love to Jan, 
Greg and Nick and their families  
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COMMENT: 

Our schools are cautiously opening now so that 
our children can meet up again with friends and 
continue with their education which is so desper-
ately needed by so many. Shops, small and social 
businesses as well as leisure industries are doing 
their best to attract people back to help with the 
economy.  But many people are still anxious about 
meeting other people in groups and are relying 
heavily on the sense, consideration and goodwill 
of younger folk. Things are strange and we are 
learning new ways of living. Let's hope that the 
caring attitudes established during lockdown are 
not lost but are kept alive and grow. 
Mr. Brahmbhatt of Fewcott House is always de-
lighted to hear from anyone who can offer to chat 
with residents there over the phone and please 
continue to keep an eye on lonely neighbours and 
friends. Please do give Fewcott House  a call on 
01869/345501 if you can. 
BICESTER FOOD BANK: More than ever your help 
and generosity for so many is needed in these 
difficult times.  Please, if you can, do continue to 
think about this wonderful scheme which helps 
those who are less fortunate than others. You can 
leave your donations of cans, packets, dried foods, 
drinks and so on at most Superstores, where there 
are collection points, or you can contact Angela 
Chamberlain (345332) or Madeleine Horn 
(346621) who can tell you where you can leave 
things in THIS Village. Thank you to everyone for 
these gifts. 

AWF CHURCH 49ers CLUB: Some folk have been in 
touch to take up a number in this game and for 
this I am most grateful. However if you would like 
to know what this is all about DO GET IN TOUCH 
with Madeleine on 01869/345269 and I will be 
delighted to fill you in.  

AFECT NEWS: Once again the virus has more or 
less put an end to plans to plant seeds and young 
trees on the Quarry Field and so this is now on 
hold for the time being. However I have grown 
some wild flower seeds in planters at home and 
may be able to plant these on the edge of the big 
field in the Autumn so that they can seed and 
grow again next year. When things ease a little it 
will be time to think again about extending 
planting perhaps. If there are folk in the Village 

with the expertise on the environment or ecology 
who would be prepared to act as advisors to 
AFECT then please do in touch with Mike Stokes 
on 346612 or Madeleine Gilpin on 345269 as we 
would love to hear from you.  

ONCE AGAIN AN APPEAL TO SOME DOG WALKERS 
is being made. With more people using the Quarry 
Field, Woodland and Country Lanes it is important 
to pick up after pets since, unfortunately dog fae-
ces carries an unpleasant disease which can cause 
illness especially in young children. Please have 
some thought for other users of our beautiful 
green areas, pick up after your pet and dispose of 
dog litter bags sensibly, so be a CONSIDERATE 
AND RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER.  

STRIDE EVENT 2020: This took place on Saturday 
12th September in dry, warm and even sunny 
weather, thank goodness. It could not have been 
better but it was an entirely different experience 
this year with no Churches/Chapels open, no wel-
comers and sometimes no forms to complete. 
Madeleine would like to thank everyone who so 
kindly and generously donated to the bike ride. As 
explained, the ride this year was much shorter 
that in previous years taking in only the local Vil-
lages of Ardley, Fritwell, Souldern and Somerton. 
The Diocesan restrictions on Church visiting, to-
gether with her knees trying to tell her something, 
made this necessary. Should you still have dona-
tions to post through Madeleine's letterbox please 
could you do this a.s.a.p now as sums collected 
have to be handed in soon. If you are also able to 
gift aid your support then please put your Post-
code on the envelope. Thank you all so very much 
once again. If anyone who has been approached 
but has not replied yet to my request for support 
would like to donate then I would be extremely 
grateful for all your help. 

ARDLEY w FEWCOTT NEWS 
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MADELEINE’S COUNTRYFILE 

Madeleine’s Countryfile 

It just doesn't seem possible that August AND 

September have come and gone and here we are 

lining up for Autumn with its glorious colours of 

red, russet, orange, yellow, crimson and brown. 

Looking at the horse chestnuts in August it was 

clear that they were ready to lose their brown 

leaves very soon. However there are masses of 

conkers to be collected for games and modelling. 

These trees are always the first to show leaves and 

the first to lose them, of course. But there is an 

abundance of fruits this year for both orchard 

trees like apple, pear and plum and the hedgerows 

which are heavy with masses of hawthorn berries, 

sloes (wild damsons of huge size this year), crab 

apples, hips and of course elderberries. These last 

have not been quite so good this year so anyone 

wanting to make elderberry and blackberry wine 

may have been a little disappointed. However the 

blackberries are gorgeous and it is food for free so 

out you go and pick fruit for those blackberry and 

apple pies and crumbles. Rowans too are full of 

berries which will feed the migrating birds which 

will soon invade our countryside like field fares 

and redwings. Likewise the cotoneaster berries in 

our gardens are favourites of these but also black-

birds and waxwings. I was amazed in August driv-

ing along the road from Duns Tew to the Bartons 

to see most attractive daisy-like blue and pink 

groups of flowers by the road side. I looked these 

up and they are chicory and very pretty indeed. I 

took some seeds and am hoping to grow them 

next year. What lovely wild flowers they are! 

There is at least one pair of red kites nesting and 

raising chicks around Ardley Woods this year and 

the Buzzards, as you go down Raghouse Lane and 

enter Fritwell, are busy circling in the skies above. 

The farmers are very busy getting in the harvest, 

judging by the numbers of tractors and trailers 

going up and down the lanes and already prepar-

ing fields for next years' crops. People are still 

enjoying their country walks and cycle rides. Now 

that many migratory birds have left or are leaving 

us, it is so much easier to hear the sad, sweet song 

of the robin (who does sing throughout the year 

but whose voice is often lost amid the lovely sing-

ing of so many other birds). Did you take part in 

the Big Butterfly Count during June and July? It 

was quite easy and fun to do. Perhaps next year.  

How very lucky, we who live in the Countryside 

and have gardens, have been during this terrible 

Covid year. We have been able to enjoy these 

things which has been a saviour to so many of us, 

especially during the times we have been in lock-

down and then allowed to exercise daily. The only 

disappointing thing has been the amount of litter 

which has re-appeared as cars were again as nu-

merous or more so than before Covid. People 

seem to consider it's OK to chuck their cans, 

bottles, plastic bags, cigarette packets, take-aways 

out of their car windows or when cycling or walk-

ing along the lanes. It is positively dangerous to 

throw glass bottles away as these could start fires 

and cans can trap small mammals which then 

drown when the cans fill with rainwater. I've said 

it before but please be a considerate and sensible 

disposer of rubbish. It costs little to take it home 

with you and put it in your own bin. If you can 

bring these items out when full, surely it is no big 

deal to dispose of them thoughtfully when empty? 
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With the number of COVID cases on the 
rise again the message from one Oxfordshire 
firefighter who had the virus back in the 
Spring is very clear – do everything you can 
to avoid catching it. “Consider all those peo-
ple who have died or whose lives have been 
really changed by this and think twice before 
you relax.” said Watch Manager Kevin Mor-
gan, 35 . “This is not something you want any 
involvement with if you can avoid it. I had 
moderate symptoms – but it was not a pleas-
ant time in my life. My advice is that you 
should do everything you possibly can to 
avoid being a position in which you might 
contract COVID-19. As a firefighter I have to 
regularly pass fitness tests and so consider 
myself fit. Even with that level of fitness this 
was a tough experience. This virus doesn’t 
discriminate between those that are fit and 
healthy and those who are not”, he added. 
 
Oxfordshire residents are being urged to take 
on some ‘super’ powers to help enable faster 
fixing of potholes, damaged kerbing and 
drains through a county council initiative that 
is now being more widely rolled out follow-
ing a number of successful pilots. Oxford-
shire County Council has been using Fix My 
Street to enable residents and its own staff 
to report problems on the roads and to give 
updates on progress. In the last year, from 
1st Sep 2019 to 1st Sep 2020, 4,582 repairs 
have been made in response to reports 
made through the online system. Anything 
added to Fix My Street by members of the 
public results in a council highways inspector 
visiting the site and assessing each problem 
to see if a repair is needed according to set 
criteria. If it is, they then place an order for 
the work to be done. The county council is 
calling on residents to put themselves for-
ward to train and volunteer as “super users” 
who will be able to help speed the process 
up. 
Under the scheme people will be given train-

ing in identifying and assessing things like 
potholes, blocked drains and damaged signs 
along with guidance on working safely on the 
roads, they will be authorised not only to 
make reports but also to order repairs to be 
carried out. Graham Porcas from Steeple 
Aston has been a super user since the 
scheme was first piloted two years ago. He 
said: “Steeple Aston has benefitted greatly 
from the super user scheme – there used to 
be lots of complaints in the village about the 
roads, but now there are very few. 
“I have a very good relationship with the 
local highways representative from the coun-
cil and also with the contractors, Skanska. 
When I make a report I find that things get 
fixed very quickly. 
“Often I am contacted by the parish council 
who receive information on local problems 
from residents and I then go out and do an 
inspection. I also pick things up in my general 
day to day travels around the village. 
“It’s a really good scheme and I would en-
courage people thinking about volunteering 
to find out more.”  Call 01865 792422 or 
Email: 
volunteercoordina-
tionteam@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

Be a WASTE WIZARD. Use the Waste Wiz-
ard our online tool to kill the confusion 
around recycling and help Oxfordshire 
defeat General Waste. https://
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
environment-and-planning/waste-and-
recycling/household-waste/repair-reuse-
or-recycle 
Type in your postcode and the name of 
any item to find out whether it can be 
reused, repaired, donated or recycled.  
 
Taken from the OCC September News-
letter. 

OXFORDSHIRE NEWS 
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THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE READER SURVEY  2020 

How do you read the Three Parishes Magazine? 

 TICK ALL THAT APPLY 

I receive a copy at home  

I pick up a copy from (please state where)  

I download it from the website   

I look at the Facebook group Three Parishes  

I look at the Facebook group 3 Ps Bargains  

I look at the Twitter feed  

 

Please score magazine sections as appropriate: 

 
Magazine 

section 
☺   

I don’t read 
this 

Countryfile     

Special items eg. 
Charity focus, 
Environment 

    

Headbumper     

General News     

Ardley w 
Fewcott News 

    

Fritwell News     

Souldern News     

School News     

Chapel News     

Church section     

Advertisements     

Editorial     

If you have specific comments (eg. suggestions for content, comments on the format), please 
write here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return to Wrighton’s, East Street, Fritwell or, to complete 
online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8DNHXCB 
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PETER SOUTHAM 

 

Building & Home Maintenance Service 
*Roofing, Guttering, Chimney problems, Carpentry,  

Fencing, Brick/stonework,  
Concrete paths, Drives, Patios & Garage Doors 

Insurance approved 
*For a personal service 

Ring  01869 278333 or  07721 633220 

 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 

 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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     Landscaping and General Garden 
Maintenance.  

    We cover all aspects of hard and 
soft  

Landscaping   
We have public liability 

 
Please contact us on: 
 
M  07714 645596     
H 01869 346894  
E: lexingtonlandscapes@yahoo.co.uk 
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BANBURY MEMORIALS  LTD 

 

 

 

HAND CARVNG & LETTERING 

INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 

RENOVATION SPECIALISTS  

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 

Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of Gran-

ite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  

BULLSHEAD 
GARAGE  

(SOULDERN) LTD 
 

01869 345281 
 

MOT Testing Station 
 

Servicing & Repairs  
to most Makes of Cars 

& Light Commercial Vehicles 
 

Most Credit Cards accepted 
 

EXHAUSTS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 

A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 

Quality seasoned hardwood split  

logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 

01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in  

Oxfordshire so try us today! 

OFFICE TO RENT 
Upper Aynho Grounds 

 
Courtyard Office Suite 1 – 812 sq ft 

 

Part of The Great Barn estate – a 
beautiful 18th century venue set in 

250 acres between Aynho and 
Souldern. 

 
These single storey former farm 

buildings have been converted into 
4 individual eco offices, with  

natural slate roofs and timber, brick 
and stone facades.  The  

Interior is open plan with separate 
kitchen and WC’s, as well as  

ample car parking. 
 

For further information, contact: 
Jerry Stephenson  01869 810823 
jerry@adayinthecountry.co.uk 
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 

✓ Dog Kennels 

✓ Hutches 

✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 

or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 

Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 

www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  

 nursing care 

• Open 7 days a week 

• RCVS Accredited Hospital 

• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 

 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 
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FRETS and STRINGS 

GUITAR TUITION 
 

• Do you have a neglected guitar under the 
bed? 

• Have you always wanted to play but lack the 
confidence to try? 

• Not played for ages and cant remember 
which way up to hold it? 

 
Contact me for friendly, relaxed lessons  
tailored to your own pace/ability 
 

 Beginner to intermediate Acoustic or Electric 

 Individual or group sessions available 

 Competitive rates 

 Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 

 
Contact: Carl Hynes  
Tel: 01869 346403 
Or 07899 891513  

email:carl@esscomm.co.uk 
www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 

 

R SPITTLE & Sons  
 

PAINTERS & DECORATORS  
 

 FOR ALL  
YOUR DECORATIVE NEEDS 

 
 

Tel : 01869 252494 
 

Mobile: 07768 100156 
 

rspittle8sons@gmail.com 

Kitchen Worktop     Vanity Tops  

Shower Trays / Enclosures 

Bath Surrounds      Bespoke projects 

Hearths & Fireplaces 

 

“Solid Service -  

     Billions of Years in the Making” 

Oxford Stone and Marble Ltd,  

30-31 Pony Road,  

Oxford, OX4 2RD 

Tel: 01865 778568 

www.oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 

info@oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 

Granite - Quartz -  Marble - Stone  

Template, Supply & Installation 
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R.J. Wakelin 
 

Painting and Decorating 
Specialist 

 
Private / Commercial 

Interior / Exterior 
 

Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  
Gardening Souldern  

 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 

 

Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
 

mailto:dave_barnes@live.co.uk


31 

 



32 

 

 Oil Fired Boiler Service  

 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  

on  

07977 107790  

Thank you to all my  

customers over the years 

Andy 

 

Daytime Bridge 

 

Friendly bridge at Bicester Bridge Club 

We haven’t stopped playing bridge;  

we’ve just gone online! 

 

Thursdays from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm 

It’s dead easy to join us 

More details at: www.bridgewebs.com/

bicesterlearning 

Give me a ring and I’ll explain:   

Ken Langdon on 07850 616069 

file:///C:/Users/Val/Documents/3P 2020
file:///C:/Users/Val/Documents/3P 2020
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CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR 
 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and STORAGE 

LAMINATE FLOORING 
LOFT BOARDING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
STUD WALLING 

TILING 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

GENERAL REPAIRS 
AND MORE...PLEASE ASK! 

 
EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  

CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 
 

07909 513201 

fionaquigley@live.com 

Seamstress 

 

Kim Steventon 

 

"A stitch in time is my line" 

Sewing, Alterations,  

Tailoring & Re-designing 

 

Contact: 

Evenings 

01869 345385 

Mobile     

07980 477851 
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      BIN EZEE 

This is a new product 

and is designed to 

make taking your 

wheelie bin (brown 

particularly) out to the pick-up point really easy. 

This labour saving device comes into its own if 

you have difficulty in moving your bin and  

walking with it down a long bumpy drive. It fits 

most of the bins provided by Cherwell District 

Council. Google Bin Ezee for a short film. 

(youtube) 

It must be removed before bin can be emptied.  

I can deliver locally.   

Price £35    

Contact Chas Hughes   

01869 346652.  

 

Daytime Bridge 

 

Friendly bridge at Bicester Bridge Club 

We haven’t stopped playing bridge;  

we’ve just gone online! 

 

Thursdays from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm 

It’s dead easy to join us 

More details at: www.bridgewebs.com/

bicesterlearning 

Give me a ring and I’ll explain:   

Ken Langdon on 07850 616069 

file:///C:/Users/Val/Documents/3P 2020
file:///C:/Users/Val/Documents/3P 2020
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THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 

 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the  
editors do not necessarily agree with the content 
of contributions and reserve the right to edit for 
space, all are considered equally. If your item is 
not time-sensitive, it will not necessarily be  
included in the first issue after you submit it. All 
contributions by email will be acknowledged. 
Word limit: 400.  
 
For contributions and subscriptions, e-mail is the 
best way to contact us, but you can dictate an 
article by phone to the editor if you don’t have a 
computer or deliver to 11 May’s Close in  
Fritwell. 
 
Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email Val: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January,  
invoices sent in December. 
 
Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st 
of month. 
 
March 2020  February 14th NB early 
April 2020  March 20th 
May 2020   April 17th 
June 2020  May 15th 
July 2020  June 19th 
August/Sept 2020 July 17th 
October 2020  September 18th 
November 2020 October 16th 
December 20/Jan 21 November 20th 
 
CIC No. 11182467 Directors: 
Ken Langdon ken@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Helen Metcalfe helen@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Marketing: nick@3parishesnews.co.uk 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

41p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£78.50 per year 
(£7.85 per issue) 

1/2 pg H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£157 per year 
(£15.70 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£314 per year 
(£31.40 per issue) 

2020 Advertising Prices 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

 
AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities of 
Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern by pro-
moting a sense of inclusion and belonging so that 
all residents feel able to take part in, and contribute 
to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the commu-
nity in the form of a regular magazine and social 
media presence, and other suitable methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for community 
organisations such as: Parish Councils, Churches, 
Youth Organisations, Social Enterprises, local busi-
nesses, charities, schools, advocacy services etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services by publish-
ing reviews in order to encourage people to attend 
and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of inter-
est to people in the three villages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and charities 
with donations, grants etc from the profits of the 
CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling advertising to 
local businesses to be published in the regular 
magazine and on social media.  

Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 

 
AYNHO BOUNCY CASTLES 

  
PARTIES, FETES, & SHOWS  

ATTENDED 
 

Contact ED on 
 

T  01869 810808 
M  07811 225698 
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