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 WELCOME 

DIARY 
NOVEMBER 
7 FOFS Fireworks Display p8 
8 Ardley w Fewcott Parish Council p14 
  Fritwell Parish Council p18 
9 Forget-me-Nots trip to Coventry p18 
20  Fritwell Xmas Fayre p18 
27 FofS Christmas Craft Fayre 
29  AwF Gardening Club event p17 
DECEMBER 
3 Trip To Worcester Xmas Fayre p5 

Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 
REGULAR EVENTS 

Mondays  
1pm Faith in Art group Heyford Chapel 
Tuesdays 
9.30am Mother and Toddler Group Fritwell VH 
7.30pm Clubbercise Souldern Village Hall 
2nd Tuesday Forget-me-Nots Fritwell VH 
Wednesdays 
9.45am Musical Minis Fritwell Village Hall 
11am Coffee Morning Fritwell Village Hall 
4.30-5.30pm Community Fridge Fritwell VH 
Thursdays 
9.15am Morning Prayer Fritwell Church 
1.45pm Bible Book Club (email Vicar for info)  
6pm Pilates Ardley w Fewcott Village Hall  
8pm Quiz Night Fritwell Village Hall  
Fridays 
11am Ability Bus travels to Bicester (call to book 
see p3) 
4pmand 8pm 3rd Friday kids’ and adults’ Cush-
ion Club Movie Night Fritwell VH 
9.30am Musical Minis Ardley w Fewcott VH 
Saturdays 
10am Last Saturday of the month Bereavement 
Group Heyford Chapel 
Sundays 
Church Services  p12 
Chapel Services  p13 
10-11am Community Fridge Fritwell VH  

EDITORIAL 
We were delighted to receive almost 100 entries 
for the photographic competition. The winners 
have now been chosen. Congratulations to: 
FIONA LIDDELL, MATTHEW HICKS, JOANNA 
CARLISLE, MATTHEW CARLISLE, LIZ TAYLOR, 
CALEB BEZUIDENHOUT, STEPHANIE HICKS and 
HOLLY STOCKWELL STEVENS. Your photographs 
will be in the first ever Three Parishes Calendar 
in 2022. Available soon! 
Many thanks to everyone who entered their 
photos. We had a lovely time choosing the 
winners. 
We are also going to use some of the runners-up 
as front pages each month for the magazine. 
This month, Casey Charlesworth has captured 
these cows, not being very aware of the bull! 
WE ARE STILL ASKING FOR VOLUNTEERS PLEASE 
to help with the production of this magazine—in 
particular someone who could help to keep on 
top of the emails, and someone who could help 
with getting the material into MSPublisher. 
DO YOU HAVE ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING OR 
TAX ACCOUNTING skills? We would also very 
much like to get your advice occasionally please. 
Contact editor@3pairshesnews.co.uk if you can 
help with any of the above. 
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Ability is your local community bus service 
operating across North Oxfordshire and the 
Cherwell District. Our mission is to tackle social 
isolation and loneliness by offering regular and 
affordable transport to residents living in isolated 
rural areas. Anyone with a valid bus pass can 
travel with us completely free of charge.  
From Friday 16th July we will begin operating two 
regular routes into Bicester every Friday to 
accommodate market day. We can also drop 
direct at the main supermarkets in Bicester, 
including Sainsbury’s and Tesco. We will be 
covering the same villages as the Comet Bus, 
which is no longer running, plus more.  
To use the bus, you must be registered with us, 
so please give us a call on 01327 604123 or visit 
our website.  
Our social trips are also very popular with our 
members, who enjoy a good day out and a chance 

to chat and meet new people! Popular 
destinations include Burford Wildlife Centre, 
Oxford City, Bicester Village, and more!  
We offer a range of different membership options 
from Bronze through to Gold, depending on the 
level of assistance you need. Gold membership is 
only £36 for the year and will give you all the 
support you need, including a door-to-door 
service, help carrying your shopping, and priority 
booking for trips. A Bronze membership is 
completely free and provides pickup from a bus 
stop with minimum support.  
Lockdown has been a tough period for us and our 
members, but it’s great to see people starting to 
venture out again. We hope to see you out and 
about on our buses very soon!  
Please give us a call on 01327 604123 or visit our 
website at www.abilitycic.org.uk to find out more.  
- The Ability Team  

TRANSPORT 
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Following a very successful Cats Protection fundraising 
event at Fritwell Village Hall on Saturday 18th September, 
I’d like to say a big thank you to all the villagers and 
everyone who came and supported our charity. We are 
more than grateful. 
 
We raised just over £400, all proceeds of which go directly 
towards veterinary costs and cat care. 
Regards and thank you again. 

Janet (Cherwell Cats Protection) 

Cherwell Cats Protection 
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We will have spent 
our first night in jail 
as our long awaited 
group holiday is 
taking place as I 
write.  
Yesterday on route 
we visited Bicton 
Park Botanical Gar-
dens in glorius sun-
shine. With over 64 
acres to explore and 
nearly 300 years of 
gardening history, it 
was a delight to the 
gardeners amongst 
us. The highlight of 
the day was the 
Bicton Woodland 
Railway train ride.  
 
To be continued…..   
 
 

Friday December 3rd – Coach outing to the 
Worcester Victorian Christmas Market open to all. 

The coach departs from Brackley High Street 8am, 
Bicester, Buckingham Crescent, 08:25 Bicester, 
Manorsfield Road 08:35 Bicester, Bucknell Road 
08:45 Ardley, Bus Shelter 08:55 Fritwell, Bus Shel-
ter 09:00. Departure from Worcester 4.30pm ap-
prox. Cost £20 Seats are selling fast book now to 
avoid disappointment. Contact Jean McGarry 

01869 345581 
 
Looking ahead 
Tuesday April 19th for 5 days 4 nights Holland and 
the Floriade Expo. The Floriade is a premier event 
in the horticultural world that happens every 10 
years and takes place in Almere. In 2022 it will 
focus on the idea of ‘Growing Green Cities’ with 
the four main themes of green, food, energy and 
health. Also included in the visit is a trip to the 
bulb fields, Keukenhof, the clog and cheese facto-
ry in Volendam and a canal cruise whilst visiting 
Amsterdam. Full details can be obtained from 
Jean as above or by emailing mcgar-
ryjean@hotmail.co.uk 
 
These tours are open to all, and no membership is 
required ‘Good Times & Crazy Friends Make the 
Best Memories'  

GROUP GARDEN HOLIDAYS 
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 SCHOOL NEWS 
It has been a very busy first term here at 
Fritwell with many exciting learning 
opportunities, new resources, and a 
wonderful atmosphere in school. Once again, 
we were indebted to the community for their 
kind donations of food for the Bicester Food 
Bank as part of our Harvest celebrations. We 
had a wonderful service held outside at St. 
Olaves with parents and carers able to join 
us. The path was lined with tinned goods. 
 
In the second week in October we took our 
Years 5 and 6 to Kilvrough in South Wales. 
The children got to canoe, rock climb, abseil, 
body board, orienteer, engage in team 
building activities, den building, night walk to the castle, beach art and rock pooling. It was an 
incredible week and the children were commended for their resilience and behaviour. It was great to 
see them challenging themselves and learning new skills. Memories to last a lifetime. 

October also saw 
our Macmillan 
coffee afternoon 
which was superbly 
supported and 
raised £283.86. This 
was a tremendous 
effort and the range 
of cake donations 
was incredible.  
On October 8th we 
took part in Hello 
Yellow Day to raise 
awareness of 
mental health issues 
within children, with 
all our pupils 
wearing yellow and 
raising money for 
the charity Young 
Minds. 

It has been great to show so many parents around our wonderful school, who are interested in both 
school and nursery places. If you know anyone who would like to visit or know more about what we 
offer, please pass on details of the 
school office (01869 345283) where 
our staff will make an appointment for 
me to meet and discuss their children’s 
very special educational journey. 
 
Jonathan Hart, Headteacher Fritwell 
CofE Primary School 
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THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY FRIDGE 
 

With winter drawing in and the darker nights we will be moving the community 
fridge inside Fritwell village hall on a Wednesday afternoon as from Wednesday 3rd 

November  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3723550751068906/ 
 

Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 
Sundays 10:00-11:00  

 
FREE FOOD FOR EVERYONE! 

PREVENT LANDFILL—COME TO FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL 

The Three Parishes Community Fridge in 
Fritwell goes from strength to strength. 
There is a whole room in the football 
pavilion at the playing field being used for 
storage of all the foods donated by 
supermarkets locally who can’t use them 
because they’re about to be out of date. 
There are two fridges and a huge freezer. 
A team of volunteers visit the 
supermarkets that have agreed to 
participate in the FairShare scheme.  

I visited Brackley Waitrose and Tesco one 
Saturday night and they were brilliant—
so glad to be able to put to use stuff that 
would otherwise go into the bin. In 
Waitrose there were 4 people helping me 
with the crates. I came back with 10 
crates of food and a bucket of flowers. 
They filled the back of my Landrover! 
(Alright it’s a short wheelbase but 
nevertheless it’s a lot of food).  

When I got back to the playing field two 
volunteers where there to help unload, 
and to sort the food into storage sections: 
Fridge, Freezer and Room Temperature. 
Anything with a sell by date of that day 
went into the freezer straight away to 

extend its life. All labels were inspected 
to make sure the food was suitable for 
freezing first. All the salads, milks, meat, 
fish yoghurts, juices and prepared foods 
went into a fridge, All the other 
vegetables, fruits, bread and non-foods 
were sorted ready for easy distribution 
the next day at the Village Hall.  

The journey from supermarket fridge to 
our fridge took less than an hour. We 
return the empty crates to the various 
supermarkets on our next visit.  

Anything left after the Wednesday or 
Sunday sessions is carefully sorted. 
Anything that is too far gone is put into 
the food waste bin. Bread is frozen, and 
everything else goes back into storage 
quickly, to maintain its life as long as 
possible. 

I hope this helps explain how the scheme 
works and how the food gets to us and is 
treated once it arrives. Hopefully if you 
had any qualms about using the fridge, 
these have been banished. 

Opening hours above—short hours keep 
the food fresh. 
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 SCHOOL 
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Well haven't we been lucky with the warm and 
pleasant weather for the early part of October?  
Perhaps it will go on a little longer. The green 
leaves on shrubs and trees are still enjoying some-
thing like a mild Indian Summer and so are we, but 
don't hold your breath. It is inevitable that Winter 
will come eventually, November is notorious for 
'mists and mellow fruitfulness' after all, and we 
will be looking out our Winter woolies, scarves, 
gloves and Wellie boots and even those sledges if 
the snow comes. Sorry about that since it is splen-
did to see wild flowers enjoying the last of the 
summer sun on the verges and I saw those pink 
and blue chicory plants on the way to Middle Bar-
ton again this year. I thought as the verges had 
been mown there wouldn't be any but there they 
were. 

Of course there are many trees now going into 
hibernation mode with brown yellow and richer-

coloured  leaves but some climbing plants, like 
virginia creeper are glowing with beautiful autum-
nal reds, oranges and bronze colours. So exciting 
to see such vivid colour. 

We will soon be receiving our Winter migrants 
coming to spend time here such as redwings and 
fieldfares (members of the thrush family of 
course) but already our friendly robins are singing 
clearly and beautifully and I can easily hear them 
carolling away in the early mornings, particularly. 

With the difficulties of obtaining fuel it is politic 
not to use this unnecessarily but nevertheless it is 
always lovely to get a chance to take a trip to a 
nursery for those bulbs and corms to plant for the 
Springtime, isn't it and also it makes such a pleas-
ant change to get away from the old atmosphere 
of being constantly tied to our homes and gardens 
so that even a ride out every now and again gives 
you a new look at life.  

MADELEINE’S COUNTRYFILE 

Cartoon by PETER GLOVER glover363@btinternet.com  Original artwork for sale 

In the pub... 
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CHURCH NEWS 

Hello all, 
Remember, remember the fifth of November,  
Gunpowder treason and plot.  
We see no reason  
Why gunpowder treason  
Should ever be forgot!  
Do you remember this poem?  Perhaps you still say it every year on the anniversary 
of the Gunpowder Plot? It really is quite remarkable that we still commemorate an 
event which happened in 1605; 416 years ago. I suspect it has more to do with the 
spectacle of fireworks rather than the celebration of a foiled terrorist plot (or a justifia-
ble act of protest, which ever way you look at it.) 
You may know other verses to this rhyme and if you do you will know that it ends 
with these words: 
And what shall we do with him?  
Burn him! 
In 1605 people would have flocked to see a public execution and in this case they 
didn’t burn Guy Fawkes, they hung him, but the sentiment was the same, which is ‘let 
us rejoice in the death of such a traitor’. 
Thankfully we don’t do such rejoicing in this country these days. We put more em-
phasis on justice, and we don’t believe in an ‘eye for an eye’ anymore. In fact, in the 
Bible, Jesus talks about forgiveness and says that we should forgive ‘Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.’ Meaning that we should always forgive. 
This doesn’t mean that we don’t bear consequences for our actions because we 
must do that. But it does mean that even with people in prison for their crimes we can 
forgive them while they serve their sentence. 
This month we will be remembering those who have died in war and those whose 
lives will never be the same because of war. We don’t celebrate our victories in the 
same way as we celebrate the victory over the traitors of the Gunpowder Plot. To do 
so would be to degrade the sacrifice made by those who have given their lives. But 
we do acknowledge that on both sides there are people who become caught up in 
conflict not necessarily through their own ideologies, but because of their situation 
and sense of duty. 
Neville Chamberlain said ‘In war, whichever side may call itself the victor, there are 
no winners, but all are losers.’  War is inevitable but a sad state of affairs; often the 
result of greed for wealth and power. Let us remember together those who should 
never be forgotten. 
Remembrance Sunday, 14th November 
St Mary’s Church, Ardley, Service of Remembrance at 10:45am followed by Act of                         
Remembrance. 
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 CHURCH EVENTS 

To book a wedding or baptism                        
contact the benefice office 

01869 233687 

barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

 The Bible                                                 
Book Club           

Helping you to read the Bible,                                 
with your friends, one book at a time 

Thursdays via Zoom at 1:45                         
for an hour  

To receive the link contact 
                                                                 

helen.barnes@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.
uk 

Tuesday                                                                      
Recorded Morning Prayer 

Wednesday                                                             
10am Communion Service                                           

Heyford Park Chapel (fortnightly) 

Thursday                                                                       
9:15am Morning Prayer                                                       

St Olave’s Fritwell 

Friday                                                                                
Recorded Daily Prayer 

The bishop is coming for a service of 
confirmation next year, the service is 
booked for Sunday 13th March 2022 at 
11am. This is open to anyone in the   
benefice.  

If you, or a young person you know, 
would like to be   confirmed please do 
get in contact with one of the clergy, 
ideally Revd. Lex  

lex.bradley@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk    

 There is a requirement that candidates 
are prepared for confirmation, and this 
will be shaped by the group we have. 
The initial thought would be that a 
group would meet for about 45 
minutes a week for 6 weeks starting in 
the new year- but if making a regular 
commitment is a struggle, we can be 
flexible so let us know.  

 

faith in art 

An informal  group of like minded 
people  getting together  to                    
express their faith through                                          

art and creativity  

MMoonnddaayy    
aafftteerrnnoooonnss  
11--33ppmm    aatt    

TThhee  CChhaappeell  
HHeeyyffoorrdd  PPaarrkk  

HARVEST SERVICES 

Thank you to everyone who so kindly decorat-
ed our churches and donated so many harvest 
offerings, especially the tins for our ‘Trail of of 
Tins’ all of which have now been distributed 
between Polly, who feeds the homeless in                 

Banbury and the local Foodbank 
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford   
Rev Helen Barnes 07940 788926  helen.barnes@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  

Rev Jeremy Parsons 01869 300246 jeremy.parsons@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Rev Andrew Foran 07753 677470 andrew.foran@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk  

Rev Lex Bradley 07920 144904 lex.bradley@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

Administrator 01869 233687  barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk 

SERVICES 

NB—These services are correct at the time of printing please do check the times and type of                  
service locally on your church noticeboard, the benefice website, joining our email list or by calling 

the benefice office.Em: barbara.mcgarry@cherwellvalleychurch.org.uk Tel: 01869 233687  

  Ardley                              
St Mary 

Fritwell                        
St Olave 

Lower  
Heyford                    
St Mary 

 Somerton                  
St James 

Souldern      
ABVM 

Upper                      
Heyford                  
St Mary 

Heyford              
Park                       
The                

31-
Oct 

10.30                               
Benefice 

HC                 
Service  

      

2.30pm                 
Service of                  
Remember-

ing 

4pm                            
All Souls   

7-Nov 
9:30am                          

1662 HC 

11am               
Morning                 
Prayer 

11am                                   
1662 HC 

6pm                
Evensong 

10:30am                                  
Wild                        

Worship 

9.30am                       
HC  

11am                    
chat and            
prayer  

14-
Nov 

10.45                              
Remem-
brance    
Service 

        

10am                       
Remem-
brance                
Service 

6pm                                  
Open                  

Church 

21-
Nov 

9:30                              
MP 

9:30                               
Family              

Communion 

11am                
MP 

11am            
Matins/1662 

HC 

9:30am              
1662 HC 

No                        
Service 

No                 
Service 

28-
Nov 

9:30                       
Morning                      
Service 

6pm                  
Evensong 

11am                    
Family                

Communion 

9.30am               
Family                 

Communion 

10:30am                             
Family                 
Church 

9.30am                       
1662 HC 

No                    
Service 

05-
Dec 

9:30am                            
1662 HC 

11am                             
Morning                   
Prayer 

11am                                     
1662 HC 

6pm                             
Evensong 

10:30am                                 
Wild                    

Worship 

9.30am                                  
HC   
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 CHAPEL NEWS 

It was a real joy to welcome Doreen Reeve 
back into our Service in October. Her 
grandson, Liam escorted her and took great 
care of her. We were so pleased to see her 
and grateful for her recovery. 
 
Our services for November are all at 
10.30am 
Our speakers are: 
 
7th. Mr John Boxwell 
14th  Mrs Dorothy Williams 
21st. Mrs Valerie Whitmee 
28th. Mr Andrew Cotton.5 
 
Our Christmas Carol service will be on 
December 19th conducted by Mr Martin  
Hannant at 10.30. 
 
A very warm welcome awaits you all.  
 
Valerie Whitmee 

DON WALKER WOULD LIKE TO 
THANK EVERYONE WHO 

SUPPORTED HIS HONESTY BOX 
BY PURCHASING PLANTS AND 

FLOWERS. 

BETWEEN US WE RAISED 
£1,170 WHICH HAS BEEN 

DONATED TO FRANK WISE 
SCHOOL IN BANBURY. 

THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN. 
DON WALKER. 
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 ARDLEY W FEWCOTT NEWS 

GENERAL:   Just a reminder that if you have a little 
time to spare you can ring up Fewcott House Nurs-
ing Home and ask to have a chat with one of the 
residents there. Mr.Brahmbhatt (01869/345501) 
welcomes calls as there are several folk who 
would love to have a little chat with someone 
from time to time.  
BICESTER FOOD BANK:  Although it has been 
written before please remember those who are 
struggling to make ends meet and even though 
restrictions are easing, whilst COVID and its vari-
ants continue please leave anything you can spare 
such as tins, packets, tea/coffee/cordials, dried 
foods, biscuits, pasta, cereals, rice and treats for 
the Bicester Food Bank at collection points in 
stores as these things are really welcome. You can 
also contact Angela Chamberlain (345332) or 
Madeleine Horn (346621) who can tell you where 
you can leave items in THIS Village. Thank you to 
everyone for these gifts. 
WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT the 49ers CLUB 
GAME?  Then please contact Madeleine Gilpin 
who can tell you what it is all about. Spare num-
bers are coming up soon so I am anxious to find 
people to take these up when they occur. My tele-
phone number is 01869/345269. Just ring and I 
will tell you what is involved.  
ARDLEY-with-FEWCOTT PARISH COUNCIL MEET-
ING: The next PC Meeting in the Meeting Room at 
the Village Hall will be on Monday 8th November 
at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend and listen. 
AFECT NEWS:  We have been looking into tree 
planting on the Quarry Field and will be approach-
ing folk in the Village to lend a hand (as soon as 
we have received a grant from Viridor and also 
one kindly from the Parish Council) to buy about 
10 or 12 fairly mature young tree saplings to plant 
near the top end of the field close the the Nature 
Reserve.  It is hoped that chaps, ladies and young 
folk will be able to lend a hand but you will be 
approached as soon as we have obtained these 
young trees so that many hands will hopefully 
make light work. It will entail digging holes for the 
root balls, staking the trees with stout poles, 
planting them and surrounding them with chicken 
wire to prevent rabbits and deer from having a 
feast!   

In the Springtime it is also hoped to plant estab-
lished wild flowers on the field so that as they 
grow and spread there should be a riot of colour 
for walkers there. If there are folk in the Village 
with expertise on environmental, conservation or 
ecology issues who would be prepared to act as 
advisors to AFECT then please do get in touch with 
Mike Stokes on 346612 or Madeleine Gilpin on 
345269 as we would love to hear from you. 
AFECT INFORMATION: It has been suggested that 
many newcomers to the Village may not be aware 
of what AFECT is or its purpose so this is a brief 
historical resume.  
In 1998 a Government Group called ENTRUST 
asked groups who had various interests (in 
AFECT's case this was entirely envionmental) to 
form an Environmental Body (EB). AFECT came 
into being and several projects were undertaken 
by this group with the aid of funds acquired from 
various Funding Bodies such as Viridor and The 
Trust for Oxfordshire's Environment, but under the 
umbrella of ENTRUST.  The only stipulation being 
that 10% Third Party Funding would have to be 
obtained by the EB from other sources in order to 
show that they were capable of trying to raise 
money for themselves.  
Several projects were undertaken in this Village 
such as a Feasibiliity Study of Ardley Wood with a 
view to further tree planting which was eventually 
carried out in four stages on the Quarry Field, Tree 
Planting down Ardley Road on the wide verge 
where alas there have been about 4 or 5 failures 
which will eventually have to be replaced. Also a 
stile and footpath across a field, and one major 
project which was the building of the Village Hall 
and Sporting Facility with the help of other Village 
Organisations.  
AFECT had hoped to obtain a footpath from Few-
cott to Fritwell for walkers and cyclists to travel in 
safety between Villages but this was aborted due 
to costings, alas.  
AFECT continues to function, however and the 
new Field Planting is the latest project with fur-
ther ideas coming up. 
 
Ctd on next page... 
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NEWCOMERS WE ARE LONGING TO WELCOME 
YOU TO OUR VILLAGE:  Do please get in touch 
with Madeleine Gilpin and introduce yourselves so 
that I can welcome you properly and even say 
'hello' in this magazine. We do so want you to feel 
at home here, become part of our community and 
get to know people, please either telephone 
01869/345269 for a friendly chat and greeting or 
email me on mpuckle21@btinternet.com.  Don't 
be shy as we really want to get to know you.  
STRIDE EVENT 2021:   Updating you with the 
figurework, I am overwhelmed by people's 
generosity since over £1000 has so far been 
raised, half of which will be going to St. Mary's 
Church. However for those who have been unable 
yet to fulfil their promises, I would be so grateful if 
you were able to post these through my letterbox, 
if they can, as I have to make the returns to 
Madeleine Horn for passing on to OHCT. If this is 
difficult just let me know and I will call and collect 
from your doorstep. (Tel: 01869/345269)  
Madeleine Gilpin 
BE A KIND NEIGHBOUR: There are several people 
living in the Village on their own or who might be 
lonely. IF your neghbour is one of these how 
lovely it would be just to keep an eye on them, 
perhaps call on them from time to time, or even 

phone them for a chat, just to let them know they 
are not forgotten or overlooked and to see if there 
is anything they might need if you are going 
shopping or something and tell them about the 
various facilities and amenities available in the 
Village, IF they are newly arrived in the area. That 
would be truly neighbourly and friendly. Why not 
give it a try. 
FLASHING SIGNS:  These are coming so keep your 
eyes open to see where they appear! 
HARVEST TRAIL:   You will be delighted to know 
that 116 tins and cans were brought to St. Mary's 
Church for the Harvest Service, held in the open 
on a lovely Sunday morning. Half of these will be 
given to Bicester Food Bank and half to Banbury 
Poppy Charity. What a fabulous result and the trail 
went more than half way up to the West Door of 
the Church. Many thanks to all those who so 
generously donated gifts. 
NEW RESIDENTS A very warm welcome to 
CRAIG and JADE and little BABY BELLAMY, 
and their two cats. We hope you will be very 
happy here and will soon find new friends, 
join in with the various activities and groups 
and find that Ardley-with-Fewcott is a 
friendly and welcoming place to live. 

Ardley w Fewcott  
200 Club Winners 

 
Winners for July 

108, B Lewis, £50 
34, G Duggan, £20 
109, A Tuntuc, £15 
79, L Talmer, £10 

 
Winners for August 

189, J Mills, £50 
195, B Smith, £20 

62, R Larkcom, £15 
10, J Richardson, £10 

ARDLEY W FEWCOTT NEWS 

REMEMBRANCE 

DAY SERVICE 

Nov 14th 

St Mary’s Ardley 

10.45am 
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The hall is open and operating normally with regu-
lar weekly group bookings and the party bookings 
are increasing. It is good to see the hall being used 
again. We have dance groups on a Monday, 
Wednesday & Thursday evenings, play group on a 
Thursday morning, Musical Minis on a Friday 
morning and Pilates on a Thursday, early evening 
plus the Community Café on a Tuesday 10.30 to 
12-noon. 

Party Bookings: If you are interested in hiring the 
hall for a party, a celebration, or a charity event, 
please contact Vikki partybookings@yahoo.com.  

Meetings or Regular weekly bookings contact 
Lynne ardleyvillagehallbookings@btinternet.com. 

Community Café  

On Tuesday 12 October saw the return of the 

Community Café at Ardley with Fewcott Village 
Hall with 27 people attending. It was lovely to see 
everyone after such a long break. It was a party 
atmosphere and there was a lot of catching up to 
do. Madeline Gilpin presented a musical biscuit tin 
filled with homemade biscuits, which was raffled 
off. 

The Community Café takes place on a Tuesday 
every week from 10.30 until 12-noon. Cost is 
£1.50 for as much coffee, tea and cakes as you can 
consume. If you would like to attend and need 
transport, please contact me, Lynne, on 07788 
259632. 
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Welcome to the Gardening Club newsletter. It’s 
been a busy couple of weeks especially after the 
lack of events over the lockdown period and Covid 
restrictions. However, I am delighted to report 
that the holiday to Llandudno and Wales in 
September was a huge success enjoyed by all and 
so following this, the committee has decided to 
plan ahead for 2022 with a holiday to Dorset. The 
hotel location will be in Weymouth. It will take 
place on Monday 25th to Friday 29th April. 
Proposed visits will include Stourhead, 
Abbotsbury Subtropical Garden, Brownsea Island, 

Mompesson House and possibly a few extra 
treats. As always travel will be by luxury coach 
with local pick-up points. If you would like to join 
us, please contact Jenny on 07795947014 or 
email:  jennyprice538@hotmail.com for further 
information. 
On 27th September, we visited RHS Wisley. The 
weather was good and it didn’t rain until we were 
about to get on the coach for the journey home. 
The gardens were in Autumn splendour and there 
was much to see and enjoy. The finale of the visit 
was a cream tea with freshly made scones. It was 
a chance for everyone to get together and enjoy 

the moment. 
On 31st October, we are holding our annual meal, 
once again at Kirtlington Golf Club. We have 
limited numbers to 50 to ensure the safety of all.  
On Monday 29th November, we are holding a 
performance by Tickle Pink in the Ardley with 
Fewcott Village Hall. Its title is ‘Best of Christmas’. 
It begins at 2.00pm and will be followed by light 

refreshments. The cost is £10 per person. 
On Wednesday, January 12th we will hold our 
annual AGM in the Ardley and Village Hall. It will 
take place from 1.00 and will include light 
refreshments.  Given the strangeness of 2021 and 
the lack of activities for members, the Committee 
has decided that no annual fee will be required for 
2022 for existing members. The fee for new 
members will be £5. If you need help getting to 
any of our events, please contact one of the 
Committee and we will try to organise transport. 
Here are a couple of telephone numbers if you 
would like to speak to one of the Committee: 
Denise and Ian...01869345250 
Jenny…07795947014 
Elaine…. 01869 244360 
Sue………01869345443 
Keep safe and well everyone and we hope to see 
you all soon. 
Best wishes,  
Denise 

ARDLEY AND FEWCOTT GARDENING CLUB 
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At our meeting in the village hall on 12 October 
we had a few games of Bingo with tea and cake in 
the interval. There were a lot of members missing 
but we still enjoyed the games and even some 
members who had not played before won a 
game. Sue Girling very kindly called the numbers 
thank you. The lucky number draw for October 
was won by Rosemary Wright number 47 for 
£25.00 and second prize winner was Joe Ellis 
number 33. 
Next month there is a trip on the 9th November 
to Coventry, 2021 City of Culture awarded in 
2017 after competing against eleven other cities. 
The bus is leaving 9.30am from Souldern. The 
cost is £14.00 for members. If anyone is interest-
ed in the trip please contact Vivienne Harding on 
01869 346771. 

Coventry—City of Culture 2021 

Coventry Cathedral 

FRITWELL NEWS 

Good news! … we now have a faculty (ie permis-
sion) from the Diocese for the temporary installa-
tion of fall arrest netting in the church. Once in 
place, this would enable the church to be open, 
albeit with on-going risk assessments. 
However, … at the time of writing, we are still 
awaiting definitive quotes for the cost of the 
netting, and from an approved contractor. 
‘Thank you’ to the parishioners who helped to 
create our harvest ‘path of cans’. The cans have 
been donated locally. 
Another ‘thank you’ – this time to the cyclists who 
willingly gave up their Sunday morning to ride and 
raise funds for us. 

We are re-introducing our fundraising through 
the sale of books. There is a box in the Lych Gate 
for any donation of good quality, used books. The 
box will be checked regularly. For alternative ar-
rangements or collection please contact Christine 
Guile (9, The Lane, Tel: 01869 345548). 

FRITWELL FORGET ME NOT CLUB ST OLAVE’S CHURCH  
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 FRITWELL NEWS 

This Autumn we are hoping for some heavy 
rainfall! 
At the recent Annual Parish Meeting 
representatives from Anglian Water attended to 
discuss the ongoing issues with sewerage and 
drainage. During periods of high rainfall and during 
most winters, excess groundwater feeds into an 
inadequate sewerage system, causing capacity 
problems. Low lying properties, gardens and 
roadways suffer from sewerage and 
water overflow, emitting in the main 
from manhole covers. 
Last winter and spring, frequent tanker visits 
night and day were necessary to prevent flooding 
in parts of the village. This causes noise nuisance 
late at night, hazards on narrow village roads and 
concerns about vibrations causing 
damage to property.  
Anglian Water told residents that 
they intend to put overflow 
containers on site which should 
lessen the need for regular tankers 
to remove excess; and to use a 
more-extensive new tracking 
system on the local network to 
identify problems and gather data 
to enable fuller assessment and 
guide future decisions. 
So, at this stage, still a “sticking 
plaster”, but perhaps some 
progress. Residents expressed 
scepticism and we are hoping for 
some heavy rainfall during this 
Autumn to enable the data 
collected to accurately reflect the 
problems and prompt further 
measures.  
As winter looms just over the 
horizon, it is the time of year when 
councillors turn their attention to 
ensuring that Fritwell is as resilient 
as possible in the face of potential flooding, gales, 
power cuts or heavy snow falls. 
To this end, we are currently updating our 
Emergency Plan and our list of volunteers who are 
able and willing to lend a hand in the face of these 
events. Tasks may include checking up on elderly 
or vulnerable neighbours, spreading salt on icy 

roads and pavements, distributing hot drinks and 
assisting people to reach Reception Centres in 
extreme conditions. 
If you would like to be included in this list of 
helpful folk, please email the Clerk at 
clerkfritwellparishcouncil@gmail.com You will 
need to complete a specific GDPR form to give 
permission for your contact details to be shared in 
this context. 
We are also looking for new volunteers to help 
with our rural footpaths. If you are a local walker, 
why not consider being a Parish Path Warden, a 
scheme working with the County Council and the 
Ramblers Association who provide training, 
insurance, and other support. 

 

Narrow road unsuitable for sewerage lorries 
 
Our next Parish Council meeting is on Monday 8th 
November in the Village Hall.  

FRITWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
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Throughout October the Committee were delight-
ed to have so many and varied happenings at the 
Village Hall. It really is like old times!  Of particular 
note is the success of the Mother and Toddler 
Group, which now takes place weekly on a Tues-
day morning. The Coffee Morning is slowly gaining 
customers and we hope that this continues. As 
always, thanks to those Committee members who 
run the bar for the Social Evening and Quiz Night 
and to David Barnhill and his stand-ins for running 
the quiz. 
Covid Risk Assessment: Our revised and simplified 
Risk Assessment has been approved and is now in 
operation. Copies can be found in the Hall and on 
the website and all those booking the Hall are 
given a copy. 
Future Events: For information about the events 
coming up in November, be look out for the post-
ers around the village, in the noticeboard, on 
Facebook and, of course, on our website 
www.fritwellvillagehall.org.uk There is a full pro-
gramme of events to suit all age groups. If you are 
thinking of using the Hall for any Christmas activi-
ties, take a look at the calendar and consider 

booking in good time so that you will not be dis-
appointed. 
Future of the Village Hall:  We are still waiting for 
quotes from the companies we approached. Once 
these have been received, we will be discussing 
the options and deciding which to take forward. 
Then the fundraising and grant applications start! 
Incorporation:  The Charity Commission has re-
cently granted the Order to authorise the transfer 
of assets from the existing charity to the new 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation. We are in 
receipt of the legal document which will effect the 
transfer.  
THE VILLAGE HALL IS FOR EVERYONE, SO IF 
THERE IS ANY EVENT YOU WOULD LIKE US TO 
TRY OUT, PLEASE LET A MEMBER OF THE COM-
MITTEE KNOW OR EMAIL THE COMMITTEE ON 
info@fritwellvillagehall.co.uk SIGN UP TO THE 
VILLAGE HALL MAILING LIST AND LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK TO KEEP UP TO DATE BETWEEN EDI-
TIONS OF THE THREE PARISHES 
 
Helen Metcalfe, Secretary  

****FFrriittwweellll  BBooookk  SSwwaapp****  
FFiinndd  iitt  iinn  tthhee  sseennttrryy  bbooxx  
oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  vviillllaaggee  hhaallll  
oonn  tthhee  FFeewwccootttt  RRooaadd..    

PPlleeaassee  hheellpp  yyoouurrsseellff  ttoo  
bbooookkss,,  DDVVDDss  aanndd  

jjiiggssaawwss..  BBrriinngg  ssoommee  
yyoouu’’vvee  ffiinniisshheedd  wwiitthh  iiff  

yyoouu  lliikkee,,  ttoooo..  

FRITWELL NEWS 

The New Normal: Building Business Resilience 
Free expert advice to help small businesses navi-
gate change and thrive. 
The hardships of 2020 and 2021 are still raw. Get 
bespoke 1-1 confidential support to develop your 
business resilience plans and advice on how to 
direct your business for recovery, adapting and 
growth. 
Cherwell District Council, with funding from the 
UK government Contain Outbreak Management 
Fund, is helping local businesses 
through business advisers Edale Enterprises. 
This scheme is open to micro, small and medium-
sized businesses registered in and serving cus-
tomers based in Cherwell district that are princi-
pally engaged in providing an in-person/face to 
face service. Support of up to ten hours will be 
delivered at times to suit businesses. 
 

https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/resilience 
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Souldern United Charity (SUC) 
Registered Charity number 1002942  

 
One aspect of Souldern United Charity is that 
we’re here to provide support and relief to 
residents of the Souldern village community when 
they need our assistance. 
If you are facing difficulties, perhaps through 
Covid related circumstances, please feel you can 
contact any of the Trustees in confidence to 
discuss your situation, or you can ask another 
Souldern resident to seek help on your behalf. 
Educational grants are also available for those 
about to embark on a vocational course or 
entering further education. Some assistance 
towards funeral expenses of a Souldern resident 
can also be made available. 
Applications for support should be directed in 
writing to Susan Jones, Secretary to SUC, Yew 

Cottage, Bates Lane, Souldern, OX27 7JU or 
telephone 07802 668434, outlining the particular 
case you wish to highlight and the committee will 
be pleased to consider it confidentially and 
sympathetically, within the Charity guidelines.  
Other trustees who can be contacted are; Chris 
Rothero, Norma Jones, David Blunt, Katy Draper, 
Rev. Helen Barnes and Sue Medhurst, who is your 
contact regarding allotments – see below. 
 
Allotments : If you wish to be considered for one 
of the SUC allotments please contact Sue. You can 
also put your name down for one of the smaller 
plots under our Community 
Allotment scheme. It’s a great 
way to get started and to meet 
other villagers in the same 
position! 

SOULDERN NEWS 

Overcast skies, lower temperatures and shorter 
days tend to relegate gardening to the back of our 
minds but there are still some important tasks to 
be tackled in preparation for the rigours of winter 
weather. 
Despite the generally milder winters the UK has 
experienced in recent years we are all aware that 
hard frosts and heavy falls of snow can still affect 
our neck of the woods. Protect outdoor containers 
against cracking by wrapping them with bubble 
film secured with twine or packaging tape. Use the 
same technique to shield outside taps. 
Raise pots off the ground to prevent waterlogging. 
Bricks work well for this or you can buy purpose 
made pot feet, including exotically designed ones. 
If you have container plants that are vulnerable to 
strong wind it's a good idea to move them to a 
more protected site, if practicable. Shrub and 
bush roses can suffer damage and have their roots 
loosened by the dreaded windrock so prune them 
back to between one  third and one half of their 
height. Take the opportunity to prune other trees 
and shrubs as appropriate. 
Summon up the willpower to clear the last of the 
fallen leaves off the lawn, consoling yourself with 
the thought that they make excellent compost if 

you have the facilities. Dead foliage should 
similarly be disposed of. And when all that's done, 
remember to clean and check tools and have 
equipment serviced if necessary. 
Now for the fun part. This is the time to prepare 
for next season: planning and replanting 
herbaceous borders, planting tulip bulbs, perusing 

the seed catalogues and placing orders. 
Last but by no means least, start feeding the birds.  
Picture by bird food.co.uk  

Souldern Horticultural Society‘s November gardening thoughts  
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 A.E.PRENTICE 
FUEL MERCHANTS 

 

A family business Established in 1864 
 

www.coal4you.co.uk 
Souldern Gate Garage Souldern Bicester OXON OX27 7HT 

 
 

We are a family business, ensuring a reliable and 
caring delivery service, offering the best prices! 

REGULAR DELIVERIES ALL YEAR ROUND 
 

 
 

 

  

QUALITY BRITISH 
COAL  

SMOKELESS FUELS 

KILN DRIED LOGS 

BOTTLED GAS 

01869 346800 
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BBAANNBBUURRYY  MMEEMMOORRIIAALLSS    LLTTDD  

 

 

 

HHAANNDD  CCAARRVVNNGG  &&  LLEETTTTEERRIINNGG  

IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL  DDEESSIIGGNNSS  

RREENNOOVVAATTIIOONN  SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTTSS    

A Company Preserving  the Traditional Skills of the 
Stonemason & Letter Carver On a Wide Range of     

Granite , Marble and Stone. 

Visit our Showroom Or Send For a Free Brochure. 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Email: Jacqui@banburymemorials.co.uk 

www.banburymemorials.co.uk 
5 Station Yard , Adderbury, Nr Banbury, Oxon 

BRAMM Registered            Fixer Licensed 

TYRES  
BATTERIES 

  
BULLSHEAD 

GARAGE  
(SOULDERN) LTD 

 
01869 345281 

 
MOT Testing Station 

 
Servicing & Repairs  

to most Makes of Cars 
& Light Commercial Vehicles 

 
Most Credit Cards accepted 

 
EXHAUSTS 

SHOCK ABSORBERS 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
A & P BLAKE 

FORESTRY SERVICES 
Quality seasoned hardwood split  
logs for sale, various sizes logs & 

loads available. 

Free Local Delivery!!! 
01869 277815 or 07970 258165 

 

We have 30 years experience in  
Oxfordshire so try us today! 

Guitar Tuition 

Contact Frets and Strings for friendly,  
relaxed lessons 

tailored to your own pace and ability. 
Beginner to Intermediate 

Acoustic or Electric 
Competitive rates 

Lessons in Fritwell or in your own home 
          Contact Carl Hynes: t. 01869 346403 

or 07899 891513 

carl@fretsandstrings.co.uk 

www.fretsandstrings.co.uk 
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• CONSERVATORY  ROOF CLEANING 
• GUTTER CLEANING / SWEEPS 
• FASCIA CLEANING 
• SOLAR PANEL CLEANING 
 

For all your commercial and  
domestic window cleaning services 

 
For a quotation please contact  

Jez Heslop 
 

01869 243822 

JEZ HESLOP 
WWIINNDDOOWW  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG    

EESSTT..  SSIINNCCEE  11999988  
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Hand-crafted animal houses 

✓ Poultry Sheds 
✓ Dog Kennels 
✓ Hutches 
✓ Built to last 

We have various models & sizes  available 
or we can manufacture to your own specifi-

cations. 
Contact Adrian on: 

01869 345753 or 

07984592080 

or visit us at: 
www.foxanimalhouses.co.uk 

• 24 Hour on-site emergency &  
 nursing care 
• Open 7 days a week 
• RCVS Accredited Hospital 
• Latest Diagnostic Techniques 

 

The Vets Your Pets Would Choose! 
 
Browning Drive Bicester OX26 2XL  
Tel: 01869 323223 
www.hartvet.co.uk 
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Kitchen Worktop     Vanity Tops  
Shower Trays / Enclosures 

Bath Surrounds      Bespoke projects 
Hearths & Fireplaces 

“Solid Service -  
     Billions of Years in the Making” 

Oxford Stone and Marble Ltd,  
30-31 Pony Road,  
Oxford, OX4 2RD 

Tel: 01865 778568 
www.oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 
info@oxfordstoneandmarble.co.uk 

Granite - Quartz -  Marble - Stone  
Template, Supply & Installation 

  
 

R . SPITTLE &  
SONS  

 
PAINTERS & DECORATORS  

 
 
 
      
 

01869 518156 /  
 

07768 100156 
 

RSPITTLE8SONS@GMAIL.COM 

 Oil Fired Boiler Service  
 Andy Loakes  
has retired!  

     for Service, please ring  

Clive Jarvis  
on  

07977 107790  

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  aallll  mmyy    

ccuussttoommeerrss  oovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  

AAnnddyy  
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R.J. Wakelin 

 
Painting and Decorating 

Specialist 
 

Private / Commercial 
Interior / Exterior 

 
Call: 07947 822794 

 
 

N P SMITH  
 

PAINTING, DECORATING  
&  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

Interior & Exterior Work  
Undertaken 

Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Contact Nick 
T 01280 840496 
M 07979 756734 

 
gailandsmithy@gmail.com 
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D.A. Barnes  

Gardening Souldern  
 
• Grass Cutting 
• Hedge and Shrub Cutting/Pruning 
• Tree Pruning 
• Weed Control 
• Leaf Clearing 
• Planting 
• General Garden Maintenance 
 
P.A 1 and 6 Qualified Chemical Spraying 
 
Mobile: 07928 829090 
E-mail: dave_barnes@live.co.uk 
 
Instagram: dabarnesgardening 

We deliver daily newspapers 
and magazines to your village       

     
Any combination of days per 

week catered for 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring us on 01295 268499 
or e-mail: 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 
 

CARPENTER. DESIGNER. DECORATOR. 

CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS 
BESPOKE CUPBOARDS, SHELVING and 

STORAGE 
LAMINATE FLOORING 

SKIRTING AND ARCHITRAVE 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

EXPERIENCED. INSURED. REFERENCES,  
CUSTOMER FOCUSSED 

07909 513201  
fionaquigley@live.com 
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Always doing Feet 
with Elizabeth Moran 

• Toe nail cutting 
• Routine nail & footcare 
• Callous & corn removal 
• Ingrown toenails 
 

Home visits by appointment 
from £30 

Pease call Elizabeth on : 

0775 1376 782 
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 Chiropody/Podiatry 
 Physiotherapy 
 Sports Massage  
 Remedial Massage  
 Acupuncture   
 Dyslexia Assessment 
 Counselling (incl children & 

 Young Adults) 

• Back pain  
• Neck and shoulder pain 
• Hip, Knee, Elbow  
     Problems 
• Joint pain, stiffness 
• Headaches 
• Care in Pregnancy 

 

GCC registered McTimoney 
Chiropractors—gentle, effective 
treatment suitable for all ages 

Chiropractic  

Call  01280 703389 
or visit 

www.brackleyclinic.co.uk 

Complementary  

48 Burgess Square,  
Brackley 

(Near Costa)  
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 THREE PARISHES MAGAZINE—YOUR LOCAL GRAPEVINE 

AIM 
To alleviate isolation in the rural communities of 
Fritwell, Ardley with Fewcott and Souldern by 
promoting a sense of inclusion and belonging so 
that all residents feel able to take part in, and 
contribute to, their community. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1) To freely disseminate information to the 
community in the form of a regular magazine and 
social media presence, and other suitable 
methods. 
 
2) To be the news media of choice for community 
organisations such as: Parish Councils, Churches, 
Youth Organisations, Social Enterprises, local 
businesses, charities, schools, advocacy services 
etc. 
 
3) To promote local events and services by 
publishing reviews in order to encourage people 
to attend and get involved. 
 
4) To act as a platform for debate on topics of 
interest to people in the three villages. 
 
5) To support local social enterprises and charities 
with donations, grants etc from the profits of the 
CIC. 
 
6) To raise money through selling advertising to 
local businesses to be published in the regular 
magazine and on social media.  

Three Parishes Ardley  
Fritwell Souldern 

@3parishesnews 

http://3parishesnews.wordpress.com 

THREE PARISHES COMMUNITY  
INTEREST COMPANY 

CIC No. 11182467 
Letters, comments, articles, drawings, pictures, 
opinions etc. are very welcome. Whilst the editors do 
not necessarily agree with the content of 
contributions and reserve the right to edit for space, 
all are considered equally. If your item is not time-
sensitive, it will not necessarily be included in the 
first issue after you submit it. All contributions by 
email will be acknowledged. Word limit: 400.  
For contributions, e-mail is the best way to contact 
us, but you can dictate an article by phone to the 
editor if you don’t have a computer or deliver your 
written piece to 11 May’s Close in Fritwell. 
All contributions to editor@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07788 560174 
 

Find the PDF version of the magazine here: 
https://3parishesnews.wordpress.com/ 
 
Business Advertisements (pricing below) 
Email Val: ads@3parishesnews.co.uk 
Tel: 07833 383 563 
The advertising year runs from January, invoices are 
sent in December. 
 
 

SIZE MINIMUM 
DIMENSIONS 

PRICE 

Per 
word 

W 4.5 cm  
H 6.5cm 

42p per word per 
issue 

1/4 pg H 8.5cm  
W 6.5cm  

£80.46 per year 
(£8.04 per issue) 

1/2 
pg 

H 8.5cm  
W 13cm 

£161.00 per year 
(£16.10 per issue) 

1 pg H 18cm   
W 13cm 

£321.85 per year 
(£32.18 per issue) 

2021 Advertising Prices 

Deadlines—3rd Friday of the month (except 
February which is 2nd Friday as it’s a short 
month). Issues are delivered on or near 1st of 
month. 
November 2021 October 15th 
December 21/Jan 22 November 19th 
February 2022  January 21st 
March 2022  February  11th 

The advertisements  for goods and services 
published in this magazine are not endorsements or 
recommendations by Three Parishes Community 
Interest Company. The Company disclaims any 
responsibility for the quality of the products and 
services offered in those advertisements. 
The Company reserves the right to refuse, reject or 
cancel any advertisement for any reason at any 
time without liability. 
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